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| ſpoken concerning ſpiritual gifts; which, at 


TY Apoſtle, in the preceding chapter, hath 


chat time, were exceeding common in the 


church of Chriſt; and having ſhewn their nature, 


number, and uſe, he concludes with, Covet earneftly 


the beſt gifts ; ſuch as will be moſt ſubſervient to the 


a of God, and conducive to the good of man- 
ind. | | ; . 


But as gifts without grace to direct them, will au. 


ſwer no profitable purpoſe, he adds, And yet I fbew 
unto you a more excellent way. Now that way is (ayans 


love) charity; and agreeable to the ſenſe of the fub- 


ſequent diſcourſe, may be defined, The unfeigned love + 
of God and mankind, The root, or principle of 
which, is a ſoul renewed in the image of God. This 
is the firſt and principal ground of that grace; and, 


without which, it is impoſſible, religiouſly, to love 


either the Lord or mankind. The reaſon of Which | 
ariſes from the nature of the thing. Love is an affec- _ 
tion flowing from the quality of the ſoul; and, ac 


cording to the nature of the quality, is the affe@tion; 
conſequently, while the quality is contrary to God, 


the affection cannot be agreeable to him, nor. pres. © 
motive of his praiſe, and the ſpiritual profit of men.” 
The not obſerving this, and laying it as the 1 0 
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IJ en which to build the doctrine of practical 
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Who die do out of it. R 3 
Now, to this, is objected, “ The general wicked- 


„ 
being as impoſſible for a principle, not reſembling 
the Lord in holineſs, to produce love to him, as for 
a ſtructure to ſtand without ſomething to ſupport it. 
And foraſmuch as the divine likeneſs is 1 
neceſſary to produce that charity which is the ſubjec 


of the enſuing diſcourſe; ſo the way by which it ob- 8 


tains, ſhould be thoroughly underſtood, that where- 
ever it is neceſſary to be received, it may be purſued, 
till the ſoul is poſſeſſed of every poſſible degree of it. 

Nor, perhaps, is it poſſible, to determine with 
greater certainty, touching either the time or the 
manner of its obtaining, than by obſerving the cauſes 
which render it neceſſary. And, firſt, the effacing 
of the image of God, (in all men) by the firſt offence, 


is one cauſe of the neceſſity of it. Another is, the 


corruption contracted by perſonal ſin. Hence, it 


neceſſarily follows, that the firſt ſpring of charity, is 


the new creation of the ſoul's quality, in oppoſſtion 
to the evil diſpoſition which was conſequent on the 
fall. And as the one was without any perſonal 
offence, ſo the other is without any perſonal per- 
formance of our own. The time (0b when theſe 
obtained, was early; for if all Touls became ſinful 


when Adam ſinned, its reaſonable to fuppoſe, that 


they were all ſaved from fin as ſoon as the Saviour 
was promiſed. And thus Chriſt, the ſecond Adam, 
became to all men what was loſt by the firſt. The 

uence of which is, that 
all are qualified for the kingdom of God While in 


natural and neceſſary conſeq 


embryo, and when they come into actual exiſtance. 


Therefore, dying before they corrupt their” motal 
principle, they conſtitute a part of the inhabitants of 


that kingdom. And the ſame principle in thoſe who 


. 
ov 


live, qualifies them to do in the body, what they 
gs N „ of ©, 4 1 5 
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neſs of the world, as being inconfiſtent with a be- 


 ginning'fo good in itſelf, and1o agreeable to God.“ 


„ 
And that * has been, andi now i is, 4 great defec- 
tion from goodneſs, is granted. But that it ſprings 
from roots originally evil, need not ſo ſoon be aſſent- 
ed to. For, firft, it is manifeſt, that angels ſinned 
in practice, before they were Inkul in principle, be- 
ing created holy. Neither was the number who did ſo 
ſmall, nor the defection ſuperficial; rather, the one 
was great, and the other deep. What then was the 
origin: of practical evi in them? Not moral pravity. 
Nor yet any: deſtination of tlie Deity. But only a 
wrong uſel of their free agency. And the ſame is as 
certain in reſpect of Adam and Eve; 8568 did not 
ſin: by any neceſſity of: nature, but by a miſuſe of 
their original rectitude of mind. If then childten 
are born with principles naturally tending : to, and 
productive of, practices pleaſing to God; it is as 
pollble for them to ſin and nn their fouls, as it 
Was for Angels and Adam. 1 5 
But children lie under many diſadvantages 8 
cannot be conceived in the other caſes. Angels aud 
Adam were made perfect in body and ſoul at the 
firſt. Nor had they any evil examples. Whereas 
children are born, in xeſpect of their body, but men 
in miniature. And if their ſoul is more perfect 
in itſelf; yet becauſe it is contracted in its ſitua- 
tion, it is of no more uſe at that time, than if it 
were imperfect in itſelf. Hence, ſenſe and aàppe- 
tite are then their principal guides. And as theſe 
take the lead, they have, through the want of re- 
ſtraint and inſtruction from others, a tendency to cor- 
rupt their minds. Beſides, generally, they have the 
objects of evil examples for their imitation; and that 
being the way whereby their lives are formed, things 
evil in themſelves; are almoſt unavoidably learnt; 
which, though not evil to them at that time, b 
reaſon of their ignorance; yet as they grow up wi 
them, and thereby become habitual; when they at- 
tain to the 41 ef en 1 make 0 * brew 
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of their perſonal, and conſequently evil and con- 


demnable practice. Hence, being early imitated 


into evil, the world 18 to them a ſchool of ong, a 


in which they generally make great proficiency. _.. 


Moreover, as the world is now rather in an arti- 
ficial than a natural ſtate; the acquiring that kind of 
learning, and knowledge of things which are there- 
by rendered neceſſary; has, I prefume, an unhappy 
effect on the moral powers of the mind, by reaſon 
of the time and the intenſeneſs of the application, 
required. Now theſe, and other things of a correſ- 
pondent kind ſhew, that children are unfavourably 
circumſtanced, in reſpect of religion; and, therefore, 
if free agents ſinned in better circumſtances, why 
ſhould it be thought ſtrange, that the beginning of 
evil now takes its riſe from the abuſe of free agency. 
It is certainly more* conſiſtent with Scripture, the 
Lord's moral government, and experience to ſup- 
poſe, that they begin life with good than with evil 
principles. With Scripture, which affirms that all 


are made righteous by the ſecond Adam, in 


tion to their being made ſinners by the firſt. With 
the Lord's moral government, as he cannot require 
them to ſerve him, but in conſequence of being 
qualified, by an inward principle, equal in quality 
and quantity to what is required in practice. And 
with experience, it being certain that the longer ſin 
is continued in, the weaker is the reſtraint from it, 
and the more natural and agreeable it is; which ſup- 
poſes, that they are beſt in tlie beginning. 
But notwithſtanding this, it is ſtill evident, that 
many are become ſo corrupt as to retain no part of 
that diſpoſition which produces divine charity. 
Others, it is probable, have retained a meaſure of 
it. And ſome, perhaps, the whole. However, ac- 
cording to the degree of deadneſs to the divine na- 
ture, it is as neceſſary for them to be renewed to a2 
holy ſtate of mind, as if they had never been poſſeſſ- 

_ ed 


Es 1 


ed fcits ain ſo far as they are Ss, they are i 
capable of diſcharging their" duty, loving the 
Lord and keeping his omen chdments. And where 
that corruption is complete, there is a perfect con- 
trariety to God a mind dead to him in itſelf, con- 
demnable in its“ practice, and in continual danger 
of being damned. Fran. of: 

Na chis is the ae FP, all habitual finners, 
whether, curſers, ſwearers, liars, drunkards, whore- 
mongers, thieyes, robbers, murderers, covetous per- 
ſons, & c. Of all who are poſſeſſed of, governed by, 
and walk in pride, paſſion, ſelf-will, &c. And of 
all, however free from groſs offences, whoſe. religion | 
is only of the outſide ſort; who, pay the cuſtomary 
tribute-: on | faying . prayers, receiving ſacraments, 
hearing ſermons, reading, Ke. 8 wing, 
loving, or delighting in. God. 

Theſe then being principled with a diabolical . 
poſition, - a mind dead to and at enmity with all thi 
is divine; cannot, while ſo circumſtanced, oye, the, 
Lordi Than ſuch, ſatan himſelf is not mare con-- 

trary to, nor leſs capable of loving him. Whoever: 
then would have the grace of charity, muſt under-⸗ 
go a great change; muſt: be changed from car 
= and deviliſh, to heavenly and divine affections, 
as the affect of being renewed. by the Holy. Ghoſt: 
for from the divine likeneſs, only, can tas love of, 
God proceed. 

To which owepaſe; the ſtate of the font Maſt be 
difcovered, laid open to its own view, either by a 
divine and direct illumination alone, or by its brinkx 
accompanied with fome inſtance of the Lord's juftice. 
ar mercy, law or providence, or whatever elſe he 
ſhall chooſe as an inſtrument whereby to convey the. 
conyiction. Sin muſt appear exceeding ſinful, as 
being the effect of a careleſs or wilful contempt ol 
Gods his government; threatnings, pramiſes, pu- 
niſhments,! and ds. Guilt, 9 wrath "muſt: 
r 8 "Hike ewile: 
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Baht in the Lord, have been obtainet. 
And to render the ſoul completely capable of lov- 
ding him, it muſt proceed from one degree of graee 
to another, till it be entirely principled therewithe 
ll the little leaven has leavened the whole lump; 
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likewiſe take hold of, preſs hard upon, and be ready; 
according to the apprehenſion of the ſinner, to 
plunge him into perdition. The ſinfulneſs of his 
nature too, the evil inclination and dangerous ten- 
dency of his tempers and affections muſt be ſo ſeen 
as to appear unholy and helliſh, the reverſe of God 
and all that is good. From which will flow, the 
fear of God, of death, and of. damnation ſhame, 


| ſorrow, weeping, lamentation, and woe; hatred of 


ſin, a loathing and deteſtation of himſelf, & e. 
Now this fight and ſenſe of ſin and danger, will 

repare the ſoul for that ſalvation which: the Lord 
Jeſus purchaſed for, and has promiſed to all who 
rely upon him. To the obtaining of which, repent- 
ance in forſaking fin and living a new fe; faith in 
the purchaſe, promiſe, and perfon of the Saviour; 


and prayer, with the ufe of all other means muſt be 
Lntered on, and earneſtly bontinued in, till merey 
for What has been amiſs, and grace to love and de- 


„ 


che effects of which will be; a perfect preparation for 
every part of the Pord's fervice, a complete and 
conſtant union with him, and a habitual preparation 
for heaven, In which excellent condition, the facul- 


ties, the mind, will and affections of the ſoul; will 


be reſtored to their original rectitude and uſe. The 
mind will be like the unclouded day, full of lighw 
ariſing from itſelf and its union with the Lord 
whereby the ſtate of the foul will be clearly feen, as: 
it relates to the Lord's love, image, and kingdom 3: 
and which, while it continues thus, will be a fight 
affording. full ſatisfaction, touching all theſe parti- 
culars. Duty, likewiſe, to God and man, will be 
diſcerned in every common eoncern, in all that per- 

tains 


"3 I 
tains to chriſtianity; And what is { ded. there» 
to, as extraordinary, will be. eafily- Teen by an eye 
ſo clear and ſtrong | Tbe effects, alſo, of duty dane 
or not done, will be conſpicuous, perceived in their 
proper colours, by reaſon of the eclearneſs and 
Hrength of the underſtanding in moral matters; 
whereby the ſoul will rejoice in what is well, and 
grieve for what is ill done The will too, in the per- 
fectly reſtored ſtate, will be ſo fully conformed to the 
Lord's as ta have no reluctance to, hut, rather, 2 
conſtant readineſs, (on the firſt, intimation of his} to 
de and ſuffer whatever he requires; continually « 
ing, the will of the Lord he done And . 
courſe, as inſeparable conſequences, the affections; 
(which are but the effluxes or flowings forth of the 
mind and will in particular, or of the moral-ſoul-its 
pany will harmonize, perfectly agree with, the 
tate of it both in reſpect of quality and quantity; 
loving and hating, hoping and fearing, joying and 
forrowing, &c. as they agree or diſagree with the 
nature of the objects with which they have to do. 
And as a pure and perfect principle ig the firſt, 
proper, and principal eauſe; ſo thoſe who are im- 
perfect in that, cannot diſcharge the whole! duty of. 
charity. Their defect in practice muſt he equal to; 
chat of their principle and without exceeding greats. 
care will be greater, by reaſon of the oppoſition 
made by the evil to the good prineiple, and by the 
tendency of temptation, trials, & e. Hence, it i, 
highly neceſſary for ſuch, to exert themſelves in the: 
uſe of their preſent ability, that they may, according 
to the meaſure of it, have a conſeienee void of of- 
fence which will have excellent effects in reſpect of 
receiving more: For if aur hearts. condemh #s: not, 
then have ave confidence towards. God. And whatſcever. 
we aſk, we: receive of him, becaisſe aue hee bit com- 
mand ments, and do thoſe things which are pleaſing. in 
his ght. By which procedure, their practice vill 
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dear ſome proportion to their duty. And he who 
does not deſpiſe the day of mall things; will beat 
with their imperfection both of principle and practice, 
till the one is taken away by an intire renewal, and 
the other by perfect love. ar dc e s ieee 
Now tllis is the ground ef charity, chat which 
qualifies to act in all things According ta che- rules 
thereof! *Betwixt hich, and chô judgment of ſome; 
there is a ſmall differenee. Som ſedm to be fo! nt 
ſenſible of-#*difpoſition” naturally produein g*charity, 
and one as neceffarily the contrary,” that they'ſuppbſe 
all men equally capable of it, in their prefent con- 
dition. — Others diſcern®®a difference In mens moral 
ſtate; and yet ſuppoſe the moſt immoral to be ſuffi⸗ 
eient; without ſupernatural affiſtanee; tb contfact a 
divine quality and its conſequent affection of charity, 
- by/habitvating*®themſelves to acts of charity. Bur 


that is impoffible; for no human efforts, without 1 


divine concutrence, can ſo change the quality of A 
finful ſpirit; as to kindle in it a holy. fire, the pure 
flames of which will burn in loving gratitude nll ons 
. and good-Will to men. That is the Lor&'s*preropa- 
tive only: A new bart; faith he will I giν gong 
and, Tabilf Hrcumelſe thine heart, and. be heartof thy; 
feed, to love the" Lord thy, God with all 1 Beari Sat 
ewith all thy foul, that thou" mayeſt live. The meriting 
cauſe of which, is Chriſt, who, by his paſſion, pro- 
cured this and every other ſpiritual bleſſing. The 
efficient cauſe, is the Holy. Ghoſt, wH@TnAifiedw 
the ſouls of men. Others, on the contrary, have 
contended for the help of this ſpirit; as the caüſe off 
love to God and man; but refolved it into his pe- 
ration on the heart, rather than intd à change“ 
wrought by him in the diſpoſition: of it; thereby 


making love depend on the Eord's pleaſure, tbuch- 
ing the time when, the manner how, and the mea 


ſure of it. But this, I judge, is contrary to the. 
nature of a perſonal. and free; principle, by. ien 


191 

| alone man is rendered accountable for his 1 
| Which principle, as it reſides in him, and is the ſeat 
of his affections, is ſo. much in his own power as 
that he may uſe or abuſe it according to his pleaſure. 
And others, who have inſiſted on ſanctification by 
grace, as the ground of divine love; have, in effect, 
confounded the degrees of that change, by ſuppoſing 
a perſon capable of loving the Lord with all his 
heart, &c. when it was but in part renewed. But 
in this, as well as in other caſes, the effect cannot 
riſe above its cauſe. Only ſo far then as the heart is 
purified, and principled with the moral likeneſs of 
the Lord, aan it love him.— And ſome, who, though 
allowing a perfect principle of grace; have, not- 
withſtanding, affirmed that ſuch can do nothing of 
themſelves; that they cannat act from this inherent 
principle, but as it is hs ans by the Spirit of the 
Lord. But this attributes too little to man to make 
him the author of his own actions, and too much to 
the Almighty to be the judge and rewarder of them. 
he truth is, that a heart renewed in love, into 
the loving likeneſs of the Lord, is the firſt and prin- 
cipal cauſe of divine charity. But though this natu- 
rally inclines to love, yet being a perſonal pure gen 
and under the government of a man's ſelf, the fruit 
of it, in loving the Lord and mankind, depends on 
the uſe of his free agency, in reſpect of it. The 
| ſecond; but indeed, caſual cauſe of love, is ſo much 
of the divine influence and other aſkſtances as. the 
Lord gives by his ſpirit and in the way of his provi- 
dence. By theſe, the duty of charity in its nels, 
n depth, and beight may be done. | 


Now the Apoſtle, agreeable to his e to 
few a more excellent way; begins this chapter with 
a deſcription of the inſufficiency of tongues, without 
Charity, to anſwer any 2 purpoſe: v. 1. Though 
4 I” with the tongues of men and of "yy and have 
8 not 


Fw 7 
not tharity, TI am become as ſoumding braſt, or a'tinkling 
cymbual. Tongues were a talent, in the Apoſtle's 
time, which coſt men no labour to learn; for they 
ſpake as the ſpirit gave them utterance. And theſr 


being what the Corinthians gloried in and boaſted 


of; the compariſon was well calculated to convince 
them of their folly, in priding themſelves in what 
was periſhable in itſelf, and unprofitable in its uſe, 
:ſeparate from, and in compariſon of, charity. 


_ © Phe excellencies of the gift of tongues,” are diver- 


ſity of languages, elegancy of ſpeech, and- readineſs 
:of utterance. And as touching the variety of lan- 
guages, that, originally, was rather a curſe than a 
-bleſſing, being inflicted on the builders of Babel to 
prevent their building a tower whoſe top ſhould 
reach unto heaven. And had the world continued 
to ſpeak one language, much of the time now ſpent 
in the ſtudy of tongues, had been ſpat̃ed, and might 
chave been ſpent to better purpoſe. And notwitli- 


ſtanding: that tongues are neceſſary for underſtand- 


eing the original ſeriptures, &c. and, in that reſpect, 
profitable; yet ſeparate from charity, they are no 
better than the noiſe of ſounding braſs, or the me- 
lody of a tinkling cymbal. For how can it profit a 
man to ſpeak all the dead and living languages in 
the world, if his ſoul is unholy, and conſequently 
incapable of ſo loving the Lord and mankind, as to 
live to the honour of the one, and the advantage of 
the other? Without theſe, life is loſt, it anſwers no 


profitable purpoſe; God is not glorified, the ſoul. is 


not ſaved, nor others edified; and yet theſe are the 
ends for which life is, and without which both ſoul 
and body will be loſt for ever. 

99 Nor is the elegancy of language, without this 

grace, of any ſignification. Could we: ſpeak in tlie 

moſt florid and polite manner; were we maſters of 

the moſt flowing rhetorick; yea, had we the tongue 
of an angel, accompliſhed with all the charms of di- 
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vine and human n wht without- charity to 


direct it to riglit purpoſes, to make it ſubſerwient to 
the honour. of the Almighty, and the intereſt of 
men; it would be as nner as the in 
ſound of A cymbal... NU 

Nor is the greateſt readineſs of ſpeech end volubi- 
lity of the tongue, undirected by this grace, of any 


_ 


real ſervice. ©: For that which does not riſè from this 


and man's ſpiritual profit, are not the circumference. 


Theſe are ſo far inſeparable, as that the laſt cannot 


be without the firſt, the effect without the eauſe. 
Notwithſtanding. then that promptneſs of ſpeech, 


root, cannot have right ends in view; where the 
grace of God is not the center, the Lord's praiſe 


and flueney of expreſſion, hen they flow from a 


ſanRified ſoul, and have holy ends in view, are ex- 


cellent talants; yet without them, they are but 
b ſounds, and unproſitable bombaſt. 


How evident tlien is it, that the greateſt know- 


| ledge of tongues, the moſt polite language, and the 
greateſt fluency of ſpeech, (which are but the effects 


of the rational faculty and well ordered bodily or- 
gans; and which are often found in the work of 
men) if ſeparate from the grace of God, are of no 
value in themſelves, anſwer no religious purpoſe to 
their poſſeſſor, are -unacceptable to God, and un- 
profitable to men. Tea, without that grace, they 
generally produce the! moſt pernicious effects; they 


feed mens pride in making them think too highly of | 


themſelves, and too diſparagingly of others who 


have them not; render them more capable of cor- 


rupting the word of God and deceiving mankind; 


and make it more difficult for them to renounce 


their oπõ n wiſdom, ene be made wile W : 


the wiſdom of God. : FI Ss aL IE 1 E: "+ bs; 
« ezee, at: neveſſarily e that. all the © $a 
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and directed to right purpoſes by the love of God 
and mankind. And when thus raiſed and directed, 
they make their poſſeſſors more eminent inſtruments 
in proclaiming the honour of God, and the way of 
ſalvation to men. How happy then is the ſubject of 
theſe ſacred and ſublime attainments!- Being conſti- 
tuted agreeable to God in his excellent holineſs, and 
having gifts qualifying to ſhew forth. his praiſe, and 
to live to the profit of many; all the outward excel- 
lencies of this world, its profits and pleaſures, ho- 
nours and praiſe, pomps and ſplendors, and what- 
ever elſe it affords, are poor, low, periſhing things 
in compariſon of them. They leave the foul barren * 
of good, and brutiſh in knowledge, ſinful and miſer- 
able, under the power of evil ſpirits, and liable to 
eternal torments. On the contrary, theſe fill it with 
the fruits of goodneſs, and give it the knowledge of 
God, make it holy band happy, deliver it from the 
dominion of the devil, and from the danger of being 
Vi. 2. And though I have the gift of prophecy; and 
under ſtood all myſteries, and all knowledge ; and though 
T have all faith fo that I could remove maumtains, and 
| have not charity, I am nothing. The gift of prophecy 
has ſeveral Sy e e As, firſt, foretelling things 
to come. us Moſes, and many others, who fore - 
told the coming of the Meſſiah, his birth, life, death, 
reſurrection, &c. had the gift of prophecy: To him 
gave all the prophets witneſs. 2. It ſigniſies to ex- 
pound, and apply the Scriptures; Deſre earneſtly 
ſpiritual gifts, but rather that ye ma y, for be 
that prophefieth ſpeaketh to men, to pr; fication, euborta- 
rot and C.“... ot | cs 
And though I underſtand all myſteries. Now a my- 
ſtery ſignifies ſomething that is hid, or hard to be 
underſtood. And myſteries are many; for there 
are myſteries in nature, providenee, and reli- 
gion. All the works of Creation; in particular, the 
4 1:7 _ elements 
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elements of which they conſiſt, and their various 


combinations, whereby ſome are hard, others ſoft, 
ſome heavy, others light. Likewiſe the ſpecific dif- 
ferences of matter and ſpirit, of active and paſſive 
beings, and the various kinds and degrees of intel- 
ligence which obtain, &c. are myſterious, —The. 
myſteries. of Providence are the diurnal and annual 
motion of the earth; the one of which produces day 
and night, and the other all the different kinds and 
degrees of climes and ſeaſons. The perpetual mo- 
tion of the ſea, which preſerves it pure, and aſſiſts 
navigation. The fanning of the air, by winds and 
ſtorms. The earth and its hemiſphere hanging 
in ether. The ſun's attraction of water into the 
clouds. Its being purged of its ſaltneſs and return- 
ed freſh. 'The bearing up of the clouds on the wings 
of the wind. The preſſing of the atmoſphere upon, 


and binding all cloſe, and burſting the clouds to 
water the earth, &c.— The myſteries of Religion are 


the things added to natural religion, by revelation. 


In particular, the fall of men by the firſt, and their 
riſe by the ſecond Adam. The ſacrifice of Chriſt 


fox mens actual ſins, and their juſtification from 
them. The ſanCtification of the ſoul by the Holy 
Ghoſt. The union ſubſiſting between the Lord and 
believing ſouls. The reſurrection of the dead, &c. 
And though I have all knowledge; of things divine 
and human; a full comprehenſion of what is paſt, 
preſent, and to come; which, as it includes the 

whole of Being, extends to all that is knowable. 
And though I have all miracle-working faith. This 
faith flows from the gift, and not the grace of the 
Spirit. It is ſo firm a perſuaſion of, and ſo great a 
dependance on, the Lord's power, as engages him to 
act for them in removing mountains of difficulties, 
and doing. what is otherwiſe impoſſible to be done. 
Yet, with all theſe, without charity, ſaith the apoſtle, 


Tam NEE GER: in myſelf, nothing in the 
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and directed to right purpoſes by the love of God 


and mankind. And when thus ratſed and directed, 
they make their poſſeſſors more eminent inſtruments 
in proclaiming the honour of God, and the way of 
ſalvation to men.—How happy then is the ſubject of 
theſe ſacred and ſublime attainments! Being conſti- 
tuted agreeable to God in his excellent holineſs, and 
having gifts qualifying to ſhew forth. his praiſe, and 
to live to the profit of many; all the outward excel- 
lencies of this world, its profits and pleaſures, ho- 
nours and praiſe, pomps and ſplendors, and what- 
ever elſe it affords, are poor, low, periſhing things 
in compariſon of them. They leave the foul barren * 


of good, and brutiſh in knowledge, ſinful and miſer- 


able, under the power of evil ſpirits, and liable to 
eternal torments. On the contrary, theſe fill it with 
the fruits of goodneſs, and give it the knowledge-of 


God, make it holy and happy, deliver it from the 
dominion of the devil, and from the danger of being 


damned. 


V. 2. And theugh. I be the gift-of See e 


under ſtood all myſteries, and all knowledge; and though 
I have all faith, ſo that I could remove maumtains, and 
_ have not charity, I am nothing. The gift of prophecy 


has ſeveral fignifications: As, firſt, foretelling things 
to come. Thus Moſes, and many others, who fore- 


told the coming of the Meſſiah, his birth, life, death, 


reſurrection, &c. had the gift of prophecy: To him 
gave all the prophets witneſs. 2. It ſigniſies to ex- 
pound, and apply the Scriptures; :Defire earneſtly 
ſpiritual gifts, but rather that ye ma y, for be 
that propheſieth ſpeaketh to men, to 45 tion, exhorta- 
tion and comfort.  — „ EST MR. 

And though I all myſteries. Now a my- 
ſtery ſignifies ſomething that is hid, or hard to be 


underſtood. And myſteries are many; for there 


are myſteries in nature, providence,: and reli- 
gion. All the works of Creation; in particular, the 


elements 
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elements of which they conſiſt, and their various 
combinations, whereby ſome are hard, others ſoft, 


| ſome heavy, others light. Likewiſe the ſpecific dif- 


ferences of matter and ſpirit, of active and paſſive 
beings, and the various kinds and degrees of intel- 


| ligence which obtain, &c. are myſterious.— The 


myſteries. of Providence are the diurnal and annual 
motion of the earth; the one of which produces day 
and night, and the other all the different kinds and 
degrees of climes and ſeaſons. The perpetual mo- 
tion of the ſea, which preſerves it pure, and aſſiſts 
navigation. The fanning of the air by winds and 
ſtorms. The earth and its hemiſphere hanging 
in ether. The ſun's attraction of water into the 
clouds. Its being purged of its ſaltneſs and return- 
ed freſh. The bearing up of the clouds on the wings 
of the wind. The preſſing of the atmoſphere upon, 


and binding all cloſe, and burſting the clouds to 
water the earth, &c.—The myſteries of Religion are 


the things added to natural religion, by revelation. 
In particular, the fall of men by the firſt, and their 


riſe by the ſecond Adam. The ſacrifice of Chriſt | 


fox mens aCtual ſins, and their juſtification from 
them. The ſanctification of the ſouT by the Holy 
Ghoſt. The union ſubſiſting between the Lord and 
believing ſouls. The reſurrection of the dead, &c. 
And though I have all knowledge; of things divine 
and human; a full comprehenſion of what is paſt, 
preſent, and to come; which, as it includes the. 
whole of Being, extends to all that is knowable. 


And though I have all miracle-working faith. Thi 4 1 


faith flows from the gift, and not the grace of the 
Spirit. It is ſo firm a perſuaſion of, and ſo great a 
dependance on, the Lord's power, as engages him to 
act for them in removing mountains of difficulties, 
and doing. what is otherwiſe impoſſible to be done. 
Yet, with all theſe, without charity, ſaith the apoſtle, 


J am nothing; nothing in myſelf, nothing in the 


account 
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derſtanding myſteries, knowle 


E 
account of God, and nothing to be aceounted of by 


Here then, as in a glaſs, may be ſeen, what is 
man without the grace of God, and its exerciſe in 
charity. If he could foretel future events, expound 


poſſible to have without a holy diſpofition of heart, 
as the principle of it, he is nothing; no Chriſtian, 
no ſervant of God, no heir of his kingdom; and a 


greater nothing he need not, cannot be, as that im- 


plies the want of all good, and the poſſeſſion of all 
Let not then the prophet glory in foretelling fu- 
ture things, or in giving the ſenſe of ſacred ſcrip- 
ture; nor the diſcerner of the ſprings of nature, &c. 
ride himſelf in his penetration; nor the ideal man 
aſt of his baſeleſs fabrick, which death may de- 
ſtroy in a day; nor he who by faith can do wonders, 
pique himſelf on his performance; for all thefe, 
without charity, are nothing, yea, worfe than no- 
thing; for by how much ſuch are ſuperior to other 
ſinners in gifts, knowledge, &c. by ſo much is their 
condemnation. increaſed. As ſuch, how little have 
wiſe men, if they be wicked, to boaſt of, when all 
the things wherein they excel others, make them 
by ſo much more like the devil. All boaſting then 


of parts and performances- muſt ceafe and for ever 


be filent. No glorying fave in the croſs of Chriſt 
the procuring cauſe of all blefſings; and in a likeneſs 
to, and love of God. All the gifts of prophecy, un- 

5 e, &c. will foon fee 
an end; the longeſt time of their continuance, is 


but the ſhort term of life; and if their poſſeſſors be. 
deftitute of divine charity, they will be doomed to 


dwell 
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dell in regions of ſorrow and doleful ſhades, where 
hope and happineſs cannot come, and where devils 
and damned ſouls will be their aſſociates for ever. 
But charity, the offspring of the image of God, the 
fair daughter of a divine diſpoſition, the center and 
end of all graces, and the ſource of all ſacred ſer- 
vices will ſurvive time, and run parallel with the 
ages of eternity, in unutterable ſweetneſs and ſatiſ- 
faction. How amiable, how excellent, and how 
laſting then is charity! Happy beyond deſcription, 
is the heart that is poſſeſſed of it | "4 Bee 
V. 3. And though I beflow all my goods to feed the 
poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have 
not charity, it profiteth me nothing. Theſe words ad- 
vance, beyond the preceding, the excellency of cha- 
rity, by preferring it above, and exhibiting the un- 
profitableneſs of the largeſt liberality, and giving the 
body to be burnt, without it. NA 
And though I beſtow all my goods to feed the poor. 
The feeding, cloathing, and providing for the poor, 
is one of the principal duties of chriſtianity. It has 
many commands to. require it, and promiſes of re- 
ward to encourage it. St. Paul ſays, © Forget not to 
do good and to communicate, for with ſuch. ſacrifi- 
ces God is well pleaſed. And he charges them that 
are rich in this world to be rich in good works, to 
be ready to diſtribute, willing to communicate, lay- 
Ing up 2 themſelves a good foundation for the time 
to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life: For 
he that giveth to the poor, lendeth to the Lord, and 
look what he layeth out ſhall be paid him again.” 
What is given, is not, as ſome ſuppoſe, loſt, but 
lent to the Lord, who will repay it with ample re- 
ward. For the judgment of God, in man's future 
| account, and conſequently his eternal reward, will 
principally proceed upon N done or not done 
thoſe acts of benificence. He that giveth to the 
| poor, and to the members of Chriſt's myſtical body 
1 | : in 
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in particular, as he hath ability, time, and oppor- 
tunity, ſhall go into life eternal, and he that hath 
not done fo, ſhall go into everlaſting puniſhment. 
(Matth. xxv.)—But as the Saviour and Saint Paul 
ſeem to differ; to reconcile them, and ſhew the-pro- 
priety of both, it is neceſſary to obſerve, that they 


proceed upon different principles. The account 


here given by Chriſt is, that the righteous ſhall go 
into eternal life. But in order to underſtand this 
aright, it muſt be obſerved, that it is not miniſter- 
ing to the poor that conſtitutes a man righteous. 
Rather, righteouſneſs, in the-caſe of thoſe who ne- 
ver ſinned, is a full conformity to God in holineſs 
of heart, and to his law in the life and converſation. 
And in the caſe of thoſe who have finned, it is re- 
miſſion of ſin, and a renewed nature: For wirh the 
heart man believeth unto righteouſneſs. It is this that 
conſtitutes a ſinner righteous. Doing good, is the 


_ conſequence of that conſtitution, - Now, St. Paul, 


by giving all his goods to feed the poor, means that 
which may be done without this kind of conſtitu- 
tion; the acting from pride, or for applauſe, or 
from human ſympathy, or to procure a pardon, or 
a place in heaven, or for any other reaſon wherein 
the love of God and mankind are not concern» 
ed; and, therefore, they perfectly agree; only the 
one ſpeaks of a perſon acting from a right, and 
the other from a wrong principle; he that acts from 
a right principle, ſhall have a reward according to 
his works, but he that acts from a wrong one, though 
he give all his goods to the poor, ſhall periſh for ever, 
Hence then, it is certain, that without charity, 
as the moving cauſe, and the glory of the Lord and 
the advantage of men, as the end; feeding the poor 
profiteth nothing: Without theſe, neither the na- 
ture nor the degree of the gift, availeth any thing to 
falvation. F I give all my goods, not a part only; 
piece by piece to the poor, not to the rich; with my 
abs _ own 
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own hand while I live, not by will when I die, with- 
out proper motives: and views, it profiteth nothung, 


neither here nor hereafterz inaſmuch as it is not 
good, as neither ſpringing from grace, nor done 


with a right deſign; and the giver being unholy, is 
incapable of a reward in glor 7. 
And as giving all that a man hath to the poor, 


profiteth nothing without charity; ſo neither does 


martyrdom, without the ſame ka And though I give 
my body to be burnt, and have not charity, I am nothing. 
This is the higheſt outward proof that can be given 
of fincerity in rehgion. For as moſt men will give 
all that they have rather than part with life, ſo he 
that giveth his life, parts with that which others prize 
above all earthly price. And yet if a man go ſo far 
rather than renounce -a. true or a falſe religion; if 
not led thereto by the love of God and man, to obey 
the one and embolden the other, it profiteth no- 
thing; for the burning of the body, will not ſupply - 
the place of a ſanctified ſoul, nor be accepted of 
God as a ſubſtitute tor love and the ſervices of it. 
With what propriety then does the Apoſtle here 
ſpeak! How he militates. againſt the method miſta-. 
kenly purſued by many for ſalvation! Charity, which 
eovereth a multitude of ſins, being interpreted of. 
the outward act, and accounted meritorious, is, by 


| fuch, ſubſtituted in the place of the Saviour, think-. 


ing, that they ſhall be ſaved for their much giving, 
But, alas! this is what the Apoſtle cannot allow; 
with ſuch facrifices, ſeparate from charity, God is: 

not well pleaſed. They are excellent in the caſe of 
thoſe in whom that grace reſides; but in none elſe. 
Whoever then- would he faved, muſt lay another- 
foundation than feeding the poor, and giving his bo- 
dy to be burnt; inaſmuch as they may be without 


charity. And without that, notwithſtanding his 


doing and ſuffering, he differs but little from the de- 
vil.. Tea, they are in diſpoſition, deſign, &c. the 


_lamez; 


bo 


— — 
_ © 
— 
17 — pry” © — 
. - * — - 
—— — — — 29 7 
: 


| ſanding in direct oppoſition to God, is his center; 
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g in all as contrary to the Lord 2s ey can 
8 be God is love. What then is man without the 
2 — and love of God? Alas, if not more wickedz 
yet far more fooliſh than fiends; for though fur- 
rounded with ſufficient evidence, from the works of 
creation and providence, of the being and goodneſs 
of God, yet he is both a ſtranger and an enemꝗ to 
him; he knows him not by any ſign or ſenſe in = 
own ſoul; he neither ute nor fees that he is 
ous, through pardon and peace, nor is he er ble 
of his Holineſs; juſtice, and wrath; by a guilty con- 
ſcience. * Hence, being void of the knowledge 'of 


God, he neither loves nor fears him; and therefore 


neceſſarily oppoſes him in all his thoughts,” words; 
and works. Himſelf, as diſtinguiſhed from, and as 


he does all from and for himſelf, from bis own dark 


and diaboljcal ſpirit, and for his own intereſt and 


Honour: 80 his works being neither wrought in; 
r for the Lord; he may give all his goods to feed 
he poor, and his body to be burfit, and go to the de- 


uit when” he. Mao Cone 900 21057; arr Par Ws 


Now the Apoſtle, in the riese dag verſen; having: 


| ſet forth the excellencies. of charity, and how far it. 
exceeds all otlier ſpiritual gifts; proceeds in the four 


following verſes, to deferibe the nature of this vir- 
tue: Charity ſuffereth long and 'is kind, charity enviet#! 
not; vaunteth net itfelf, is not puſfed up, does not behave: 


iiſelf unſe emly, feeketh not her on, is not eaſily provuol 


ed, thinketh no evil, rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoicethe 
in the' truth: Boardth* alF things, elieverh all things,” 
hopeth all things, endureth all thing. Theſe are the 
properties of charity. We will begin with the firſt 

Charity fuffereth long. The word is the original: 
is macrothymeti, and ignifies patience, or ſlowneſs 


to anger; and, therefore, is that act of charity which 
makes men govern their tempers when injured by 


others. A grace this Wein * and of exceed- 
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and are inflamed on the ſlighteſt occaſions, and; be-: 
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| leaſt air of oppoſition... Hence then, as it preſeryes 


many evils and inconveniencies. But more eſpecial- 


ſhes an end; that when finners, inſtead. of being led- 


Pardon of them. 
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ing great ads; for ſome are of ſuch; fierce; * haſty 


ſpirits, that, like tinder, they catch at every ſparkz 


come: uneaſy both to themſelves and others. Now 

charity corrects this haſtineſs of ſpirit, and gives 
men a r command of themſelves, than to be 
thus infamed 3 for it ſuffereth long, and ſo is op- 
poſed. to that weakneſs, and impatience of ſpirit, 
which ſoon flies into a paſſion, and cannot bear the 


from haſty or precipitate proceedings, it prevents 


ly, it militates againſt all doing of miſchief; all xe - 
taliation of wrongs, of rendering evil for evil. There 

are ſome, who, when juſtly offended, meditate: Te 
venge: but charity, which ſuffereth long, is not 
haſty to requite itz che charitable man deals not in 
that wayz if he is wronged, he wrongs not again. 
Nor, in caſe of delays, will he ſtand with his debtors 
for a day, nor take all the advantage which the law 
will allow. He will not break friendſhip for the 
firſt offence, but will wait to overcome exil with 
good, being willing to hearken to conſiſtent terms of 
emden, and e to arcept che leaſt ſub· | 


But as the Almighty "MN Jong-ſuffering, * times, f 


thereby to repentance, are hardened in their fins, 
his abuſed favour turns to fury, and his former acts. 

of merey inflame his wrath, and increaſe the ſeverity. 
of his juſtices ſo if men, through the forbearance of 
others, do not ceaſe, but add to their injuries, they 
forfeit all right to charity; which, in ſuch caſes, 18. 
much better rere puniſhment, than 1 in-the- 


But though this 3 is richt, yet it is s charity? $ laſt re- 
funes and only exerciſed in matters uf great moment: 


for as * things: diſpleaſe without doing _- 
urt; 
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hurt; and other things that are kurtful are done 
without deſign; charity, which ſuffers long, and for- 
gives much, will forgive fuch innocent and unde- 
figned offences. And where the damage is greater 
and more voluntary, and the offender irreclaimable 
by milder methods; yet the charitable man” will not 
ſeek right by private revenge, but leave it to him to- 
whom vengeance belongs, who will either do it him- 
ſelf, or by thoſe whom e hath appointed to execute 
wrath on them that do evil. But in this legal way: 
of redreſſing wrong, he will not uſe indirect arts, 
nor exceed a juſt reparation. -In a word, charity, 
which is the fruit of the image of God drawn on 
the ſoul, will herein imitate his example, will fuffer 


long, forgive much, and puniſh only when it will 


profit the offender, or when there is no place: for 

pardon.. - Thus charity is long- ſuffering. BY 
Charity is kind: The difference betwixt this and 

the other is, that the former helps us to bear ant 


fuffer evil, and the latter to wiſh and to do good? 


So that this 4 is an higher act of clatitys n to 
long-ſuffering, loving kindnefſss. 

The word in the original is chreſtuctsi, and bpögni- 
Bes gentleneſs and benignity of ſpirit; which diſpoſe 


us to 3 benevolent and beneficent: The former of 


which, reſpects the inward, and the latter the out- 
ward man. Bin 
Benevolence is that act of charity which conſiſts 


in wiſhing well to another's welfare; and produces: 


4 ſympathy ſuitable: to their ſtate; a rejoicing in their 
proſperity, and a ſorrow in their ſufferings. It like 
wiſe ſhews itſelf in acts of beneficence: In particu-. 
lar, in ſupplicating the Lord for them, that ſpiritnal. 
bleſſings, mercy, and grace may be-given, that their 
ſouls may be ſaved, and that they may be fruitful i in 
every good word and work: for charity, which ori- 
ginates in and iſſues from the image of God, raiſes 
the ſoul above the low conſiderations of this life, to: 

he 
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ne 

+ Whigs. of a ſublime, a ſpiritual, and eternal nature. 

TY Hence, as the effect of that ſacred ſympathy, there 

er Wis 2 diſintereſted and ardent deſire for ſouls, propor- 

le tionable to their value above mortal bodies and ma- 
ot terial things. And, indeed, charity is never ſo kind 

to. Was when it is labouring to promote the ſpiritual pro- 

n- fit of men. This is its principal employ; herein 


more eſpecially it imitates its author. God, whoſe 
goodneſs to bodies is abundant, beſtows, notwith- 
ſtanding, his beſt benefits on ſouls. Nor will all 
other tl ings anſwer any great and laſting purpoſe; 
for if a man had the whole temporal world, without 
the ſalvation of his ſoul, it would Ggnify nothing. 
The charitable man conſiders this, and calculates his 
kindneſs accordingly. He knows that man has a 
| foul, which will {ſurvive his body. He ſees its 
wretchedneſs, by the outward ſign of a ſinful life. 
He deſcerns its danger, by its deſerts. He weeps 
over it, and wiſhes it were well. He cares for it, 
and therefore miniſters the kindneſs of reproof, in- 
ſtruCtion, &c. to prevent its deſtruction, and Pro 
mote its ſalvation. _ 
And from the ſame benevolent diſpoſition, tempo- 
ral beneficence flows; in feeding the poor, cloathing 
the naked, viſiting the ſick, relieving the oppreſſed, 
inſtructing the ignorant, "reſolving the doubtful, 
comforting the afſſicted, and doing all the good con- 
ſiſtent with time, circumſtances. &c. for kindnefs 
makes every. man's condition our own—whereby we 
become affected toward them, as we ſhould be to- 
ward ourſelves in fimilar circumſtances. 5 
Kindneſs, likewiſe, ſoftens and ſweetens mens 
ſpirits, and makes them affable and eaſy to be treat- 
ed with. It alſo renders them converſable, complai- 
ſaint, and condeſcending. Yea, being free and inge- 
nuous, it gives honour to all to whom it is due, and 
complies as far as it enfin can, with all condi- 
| tions of men. is 
| The 
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— - — — — — * — 7 Hn———_ — * — . _ 
— s " K / — - 
— — — — —— — — 
— * ” 2 — — — — — — — —— 3 
3 8 2 Fats 2 3 - 
— — TED 2 * 
oy 
- 


Wil 
| 19 


i 
Ul 
1 is 
i. * 
þ 1:2 
} . 
1 
i b; 
(341.8 
” 1. 
148 
1. 333 
* 1 
151M 
1 y 
4” 1 
FT : 
3 = - 
3 - 
+, 
! . 


you. Yea, 


love is deeply, perfectly written on the heart; kind- 


12 


of men, and to all of every order. As ve have op- 
portunity let us do good unto all men. None, no not 
enemies, are to be excluded from our kindneſs. Love, 
ſaith he Lord, your enemies, do good to them that hate 


you, and Ayo: them that deſpitefully uſe and perſecute i 0 


ing, praying for them, &c. Being moſt out of the 


way, and expoſed to the 2 danger; charity . 
cannot ſhew greater kindneſs, than when it caſts a 


ray of pity on them, and from. a ſympathy with, 
ſeeks to ſave them from fin and ſuffering, by provok- W 
ing them to conſider their ways, remember' their lat- 
ter end, and turn to the Lord. This is copying him, 
who cries, How long will ye love your folly? Turn you 


ar my reprosf, and 1 will pour out my ſpirit unto you, and 


ye ſhall live. a 1 A 
And yet charity, which is kind to all, can con- 


ſüiſtently make a difference; it can prefer relations be- 


fore ſtrangers, friends before foes, and good men 
before bad; for when the Apoſtle commands us to 


do good to all men, he adds, eſpecially to the houſehold 


F faith. 


How wonderful a grace then is charity; which 


not only makes men patient in reſpect of oppoſers, 


but alſo kind; rendering bleſſing for curſing, over- 


coming evil with good, and delighting to promote 
their proſperity! And yet, notwithſtanding, it is 
only what it ought to be; for all ſhould be diſpoſed 


to contribute to all orders and degrees of men, 
whatever may tend to their temporal, ſpiritual, and 


eternal welfare. It is the diſpoſition of the Deity, 
. who is the pattern of all perfection, and whom to 
imitate is man's higheſt honour; and, by neceſſary 


conſequence, the cloſer the imitation, the more 
honourable it is. When then the godlike law of 


neſs 


e worſe men are, the greater neceſſity 
there is to be kind to them, in inſtructing, reprov- | 


— 23 3 

wy becomes confpicuous, blazons forth in beams 
f 'bleflings, in civil department, in ſweetneſs of ex- 
freflion, and in every other poſhble way to make 


Whem fenfible of its Oey Uffucnce; for their fal- 
fation, e. | 


utc i Charity envieth not. From the kindneſs of charity, 
ty {Which delighteth to do good, the Apoſtle proceeds 
oV -o that which envies not others their own good. The 


yord in the original is zeloi, which being ſometimes 


Ity faken in a good ſenſe, ſigniſies a pious and well or- 
82 cred zeal for the glory of God, and the gone of 
th, nankind. © 

ok- But there is another fenſe, which St. This iyles 


Iycros zelos, a bitter zeal; and which St. Paul calls 

zeloi, emulation, and ranks among the works of the 

leſhz by which is to be underſtood thoſe inordinate 
eſires of the ſoul which carry it out in too eager a 

purſuit of the profits and honours of this world; eſ- 

cially, that part of them which is the property of 
dther perſons; and which, in conſequence, makes 

phem envy others. wn is1 in this ſenſe, that man; + 
envith not. 

Now envy is chat Aten der of mind which makes 
men repine at another's proſperity; and which often 
difcovers itfelf in diſparaging expreſſions, and other 
methods which militate againſt that for which they 
are envied. The objects of _ are generally the 
gifts of the mind or of fortune: And ſome cannot 
endure that others ſhould be thought wiſer or better 


led than themſelves; as thinking, that all which is 5 
1 poken in praiſe of others, is a detracting from 
n 


them; and, therefore, take all opportunities to diſ- 


ty, {Wparage their abilities, and demmiſh their eſteem. / 
to Others are grieved at th temporal advancement of 
ry perſons whom they do not approve, aſcribing all 
ICC 


their preferment, rather to favour and fortune, than 
to voy * er ee bad their” own. Thus enyy 
* e een 


Ae 
A » 
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RE." HY that which ſhould be the aden of joys: the 
occaſion of diſcontent. 

. Thoſe in whom this evil is generally bound, i are 
perſons in whom pride or covetouſneſs predominate; 
for he that hath high thoughts of himſelf, cannot 
eaſily ſee others riſe above him; and ſuch. as too 
eagerly purſue the world, will endeavour to ſtop 
thoſe who ſeek to go before them; inaſmuch as they 
look upon the glory of others as a darkening of their 
own; fo that as light is offenſive to a ſore eye, ano- 
ther's proſperity is grievous to an evil one. 

Now envy is an act of injuſtice againſt God; for 
it denies him the diſpoſal of his benefits. Nor is it 
leſs ſo to our neighbour z inaſmuch as it judges him 
unworthy of the bleſſings which God hath given him. 
It is likewiſe evil to the owner; in that it is painful 

to the mind, and hurtful to the body. 

" 43Byt charity envieth not. It is kind, and therefore 
wiſheth well to all men. It makes men defire, that 
others ſhould do well, and prompts them to promote, 
by all poſſible means, their proſperity: The charit- 
able man being ever ready to aſſiſt by his prayers, 
council, and endeavours. And as all men are glad 
to ſee the ſucceſs of their labours; charity which 
provokes them to promote it, cannot make them 
envy their own ſucceſs, in the accompliſhment of it. 
Yea, charity makes another's happineſs our own; it 
adds to our comfort to cauſe, and to ſee them ſuc- 
ceed. This is to love our neighbour as ourſelves; 
and where this love dwells, there is no Wee for en- 
vy: For charity envieth not. 

Zut, alas! how little of this is . How feat 
are there . that deſire, and delight in their neigh- 
bour's proſperity? Yea, how-many who deſire, and 
find pleaſure in their adverſity? What a grief is it 
to ſome to ſee. others proſper? How many think 
themſelves miſerable, becauſe others are happy? 
How N then is s envy to chriſtianity? Nothing 

renders 


5 anden us more unlike the Lord; for He is love, and 


he 

aelights to enrich, and rejoices in the proſperity of 
re his creatures; nothing is more contrary to the nature, 
25 ommands, and example of our Saviour, who gave 
ot himſelf for the ſalvation of men; nothing is more 
00 oppoſite to the ſtate and felicity of heaven, which is 
OP the manſion of peace and love, where all the inhabi- 


tants rejoice in the happineſs of each other. Envy 
then is the dark paſſion of the devil, the evil and en- 
vious one; the ſtate of hell, and the diſpoſition of 
the damned, who do nothing but deſpair of their 


or own, and ane e happineſs of others. In a word, 
it Wenvy hinders the happineſs of him that has it here, 
im and quali fies him for the uneaſy and reſtleſs conver- 
m. 


ſation of furies hereafter. How happy then are they 
who have the grace of charity! They can imitate thge 
moſt excellent; enjoy, and be ſatisfied with their 

own, nor envy others; yea, find pleaſure in the 
proſperity of others: can applaud their parts and 
performances, and rejoice in their ſucceſs. How di- 
vine a grace is that which does this! And how much 

to be defired! ! FOE 7, KT SORT OT", 
Charity vaunteth not itſelf: The love which envieth 
not others, does not vaunt itſelf. The word is per- 
Pereuetai, and ſignifies” too great affeCtation of out- 
ward ſhew and appearance; therefore this is that 


it act of charity which ſuppreſſeth all vain glory, or the | 
ic- doing things out of vanity or oſtentation. I 5 

8 were ſome in the Apoſtles days, who uſed their gifts 

N- more for their own glory, than the edification of the 


church; they affected to ſpeak with tongues not un- 
derſtood of the hearers. Others affected fineneſs 
and curioſity of language, eloquent and ornamented 
with the flowers of rlietoriek; by which they ſought 
rather to pleaſe, than to profit their hearers.— And 
ſome uſed their gifts to make divifions in the church, 
affecting to be the heads 8 parties; with Diatrephas 


E 


they ſought pre- eminence, and earneſtly deſired to 
F „ $ IQ CYCLE WE A LDR: 6 


PRICES hos atorriiad eas ern rat hen {e 
Now. charity corrects this vanity, by teaching us 


to uſe gifts to the honour of the giver, to prefer his 


glory before our own. It likewiſe inſtigates to act 
for the edification of others; not courting their ap- 
plauſe or preferment, but ſecks to do them good and 
ſave their ſouls. Thus, though knowledge puffeth 
up, yet charity edifieth; knowledge, ſeparate from 
charity, elates and looks to its own ends only, but 
charity humbles and looks to the ends of others alſo; 
it corrects the windy quality of knowledge, and ren- 
ders it ſubſervient to the ſervice of mankind. __ 
But though charity vaunteth not itfelf, it does 
not prohibit the uſe of tongues, nor the elegance and 
ornaments of language, but only the abuſe of them. 
There is a natural deſire of glory, which is both in- 
nocent and edifying; and, without which, man will 
neither do much for the honour of God, nor. the 
ood of mankind; for in ſteering our courſe aright 
through the rough and tempeſtuous ſea of this world, 
where the waves of proſperity or adverſity run high, 
and threaten a wreck in religion, there is need of 


fail as well as ballaſt to make the bark move with a 


{ſufficient degree of motion. 3 wa 
But beſides the fault of abuling ſpiritual gifts to 
bad purpoſe; there was another, the conferring the 
gifts of fortune with a vaunting air, rather to raiſe a 
tribute of praiſe, than acting from a charitable princi- 
ple towards the poor. This was the fault of the Phari- 
ſees, who ſounded a trumpet to make men ſenſible 
of their alms; they aimed principally at the applauſe 
of men, fiſhed for honour with the baits of Carty. 
Now the grace of charity, reduced to practice, is 
the beſt remedy for this. It teaches us to do all our 
good works from a right principle; from love to 
God, our neighbour, and ourſelves. The love we 
have for the Lord, will make us regard his image in 
every 


1 
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every man. And as the worſt of men have his natu- 
[ral image, his ſpirituality and immortality, and 
others his moral image, his holineſs and happineſs; 
ſo charity teaches us to do them good for the fake of 
the relation they have to him.—And, likewiſe, as 
our neighbours. are parts of ourſelves, faſhioned by 
the ſame hand, and ſubject to the ſame wants and 
infirmities; therefore when we conſider them as our 
kinſmen, or ourſelves multiplied, and do them good 
on that account, our charity moyes in a right ſphere. 
Moreover, the Almighty hath not only command- 
ed, but encouraged us to do good works, with an 
hope of reward; promiſing, that what is ſpent in 
that way, ſhall be reſtored an hundred fold, either 
in kind or value. Seeing then that good may be 
done to others with an eye to our own intereſt; fo, 
when with one eye we pity the poor, and place the 
other on the recompence of reward, our charity pro- 
ceeds upon a right principle, is done as the Lord 
hath commanded, and in a way wherein he has pro- 
miced DARE. oo no OY 
Hence then though charity does not forbid the uſe 
of tongues, nor of elegant and ornamented language, 
yet it vaunteth not itſelf; it does not boaſt of theſe 
| abilities, nor uſe them for popular applauſe, or to 
gain the name of great, or wiſe, or knowing; rather, 
it preſſeth them into the ſervice, and ſacrificeth them 
to the honour of God, and the good of mankind. _ 
And by how much the ſubject of this excellent grace 
is furniſhed with theſe extraordinary things, by fo 
much it renders it ſubſervient to the moſt excellent 
purpoſes. Happy then the heart where the grace 
of charity reigns! But happier he, whoſe abunding 
abilities of mind and fortune are ſanctified by it, 
and facrificed to its proper objects! Such, in their 
ſphere, imitate the Almighty parent of good, whoſe 
beneficence is ſcattered with a bountiful hand. 
From a. principle of piety to God and humanity to 
ER | | ö 
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man, and an intereſt of their own, they act; and thus, 
notwithſtanding the ſeeming inconſiſtency, duty to 
God and man, and advantage to ourſelves, harmo- 
n1Ze; and, as the former abounds, the latter increaſes. 
But charity is the inſtigator to, and the altar that 
ſanctifieth the whole. O excellent charity! 2 
T not pred up. This property of ages is nearly 
allied to that which precedes it. The difference is, 
That as vaunteth not itfelf relates principally to the 
outward appearance; fo not being puffed up pertains 
to the inward principle: They differ as the effect 
does from the cauſe. DATE WE 
The word rendered puffed up, is, in the original, 
ou phyfioutai, which ſignifies an inward tumor or 
rifing of the mind, 'whereby men think more highly 
of themſelves than they ought to think; and, there- 
fore, it ſtands oppoſed to modeſty and humility. 
His ſoul, faith the prophet, that is lifted up, is 
not upright in him; it is neither right with God, 
his neighbour, nor himſelf. This ſelf-conceit, cauſes 
ſome to doubt of the exiſtence. of the Deity, in di- 
rect oppoſition to the evidence reſulting bm the 
things that are ſeen. Others queſtion his care of 
his creatures in governing the world, as ſuppoſing 
that he leaves all to the conduct of ſecond cauſes. 
Zome, becauſe they cannot comprehend every thing 
that is revealed, reject the whole; diſdaining to take 
any thing upon the credit of another. Others, who 
receive the whole, meaſure all by their own ſtandard, 
admitting of no meaning but what comes within 
their own compaſs; hence, they weed the Scriptures 
of all its myſteries, and bring it down to human 
comprehenſion. Some reject all internal revelation; 
all the teachings of God's ſpirit, all manifeſtations 
of mercy and the divine influences, and thereby 
make void all the ſpiritual parts of the Scriptures. 
Others, in reſpect of orthodoxy, ſet up their judg- 
ment as the ſtandard of all the reſt; ſo that no man 
1s 


1 0 I | 
is any thing farther than he falls in with their wayof 


us, WH thinking, in non-eſſential things. In a word, pritle 
to is a principle productive of many public and private 
0- BE quarrels; it fills men with a conceit of their own 
es. parts and performances; hence what they cannot 
at comprehend, they will either reject or wreſt to their 
? own ſenſe. Thus many quarrel with the Mr, 
ly WW becauſe he has not made, nor governs, nor teaches 
is, 


all things as they think he ſhould do; with his pro- 
vidence, as it A oppoſes their profits and 


ns pleaſures ; and with religion, in that it neither. lies 
Ct level with their ſhallow capacities, nor allows them 


the full ratification of their ſenſual appetites. . 
No the 


love of God and man, is à moſt excellent 


Fe + 


or WW remedy for this unruly evil. It is the beſt. preſerva-- 
ly WF tive from atheiſm, as it is an additional evidence to 
e- God's outward works, of his exiſtence; for love it of 


God, nnd every one ibat loveth, is born of God, and 


is Enoweth' God. And where reaſon; cannot compre- 
d, hend, love makes it rely. If then divine providence, 
8 in ſome particulars, be inſcrutable, charity recon- 

1 ciles the ſovl to it, by reſolving it into the wiſdom 
ze and goodneſs of God, which can neither err nor act 
dx unjuſtly. Love, likewiſe, ſo. levels the mind, as to 
g make it ſubmit to the myſteries of ſcripture. It 
8. teaches that the Lord can, conſiſtent with his moral 

8 government, reveal many things which men cannot 
e comprehend; and that obedience in believing what is 
0 above men, is as much a duty when required, as to 
1, conform to commands of a practical kind, that are 

n comprehenſible. Things incomprehenſible ſerve as 
'S a a criterion to faith; and in ſome caſes, ſalvation it- 


ſelf depends on beheving them: The incarnation of 

Chriſt; his fuffering for the ſins of the whole world; 

the reſurrection of the dead, &. are things too 

high for man to comprehend; but being revealed, 
and made neceſſary to be believed, (by thoſe Who 

have the Bible) there is no ſolvent for the impoſſi- 
e e digs, £5 MY OO 
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bility of comprehending, and the difficulty of believ- 
ing them, but a reſolution of them into the Lord. 
This, love, is not at a loſs to do; for it not only 
preſerves the mind from oppoſing what appears to 
be impoſſible; but likewiſe makes reaſon ſtoop to 
faith, whereby we are kept ſteady in the belief of 
divine myſteries, though we cannot fathom the depth 
of them. Yea, love not only ſuffers, but requires 
us to ſuppoſe God to be wiſer than we are, and that 
he can do and order many things, of which we are 
neither able, nor concerned to know the reaſons. 
It likewiſe ſhews the weakneſs and imperfection of 
our underſtanding, even in common affairs, that 
we daily ſee things which we cannot comprehend; 
and that teaches us to yield to ſpiritual truths which 
are above us, and to acquieſce in divine revelation, 
both of the external and internal kind. Thus does 
love keep down the mind, and make knowledge, 
which would otherwiſe puff up, to edit. 
Love likewiſe will teach us to be ſubject one 

to another; and, inſtead of lifting up ourſelves 
above, to eſteem others better than ourſelves; not 
to think more highly of ourſelves than we ought to 
think, but to think ſoberly, according as God hath 
dealt to every man the meaſure of faith; and in ho- 
nour to prefer one another. 'Theſe humble thoughts 
of ourſelves, and this charitable opinion of others, 
would prevent differences and diviſions, which are 
often the effects of pride, and proceed from mens 
being puffed up with a vain conceit of themſelves. 
This humble temper too, in doubtful cafes, would 
make men as willing to know the truth as a traveller 
is to find the right way to his journey's end. Let us 
then imbibe much of this humble fpirit, as the prin- 
ciple of our practice; which, as it will root out the 
preſent evil principle of pride, ſo will it, if walked 
in, prevent the being puffed up in future time. 
Other ſuppoſed remedies of this evil, and preventives 

| N 
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of its effects, may do ſomethin 1 yet nothing but 


this can be effectual; for while the root remains, it 


will erer be ready to produce the fruit of being puff- 


ed up. But if the root be eradicated, the fruit will 
fail. e divine image in perfection, will be a na- 
tura preſervative from being puffed up, as the native 
property of that principle is humility. But it will 
not neceſſarily and abſolutely preſerve it, inaſmuch 
as free-will, or the power of choice, implies a poſſi- 


bility of acting contrary to the dictates of nature. 


So it was with, and ſo it was done by angels, in 
their primitive purity. Notwithſtanding, bei 
ſoil containing the genuine feeds of humility 4 
„ it will be eaſy to act in ſubordination to 
every ſupreme command. Love iſſuing from the 
holy habit of the heart, concurred with, and directed 
by, the right uſe of free- agency, will ſecure from a 
ſinful illation of ſoul, and render i it ſubſervient to the ' 
ſervice of God and mankind. ' ' 
Doth not behave itſelf unſeemly. From that prope 
of charity which ſubdues pride and ſuggeſts Vanity, 
= apoſtle proceeds to that which checks all unſeem- 
ly behaviour, the uſual attendant: of the one, and: 
teaches a due and decent demeanour, the ee ne 
fect of the otbe. Fs 
The word in the original 4 is ebenen Which B. 2 
nifies to act out of order or rule, to miſtake our 
ſcheme or figure, and to do things out of forts; the 
reverſe of that rule which directs, chat 1 A Te | 
done detently and in order. wy 
The expreſſion alludes either to ſoldiers in an W 
who are to keep the rank preſcribed by their ſuperior 
officers; or to: work- men in architecture, who are 
to work according to the model given by the chief 
architect; the want of which, in both caſes, argues 
contempt, and produces confuſion: Agreeable to 
which, it is a duty incumbent on all men to keep 
within the lines 0 their duty to God and man, in 
their 
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their . and 8 750 relations; e re Be 


ee e Iny PRE PORTO 0G HAR F401 
5 Mankind may be Scl as engl of 5 

orders of men, viz. ſuperiors, inferiors, and equals. 
Superiors are thoſe who are. over others in church 
and ſtate, according to their ſeveral orders and de- 
grees, from the King to the loweſt in authority in 
both. Now charity, in reſpect of fuperiors, teaches 

to honour and reverence their perſons, according to 
their rank or degree; giving honour not only to a 
to whom it 1s due, but alſo proportioning it to the 
dignity. of their perſons, or the authority of their 
places. Likewiſe to ſubmit to, and obey their laws 
ful commands, with willingneſs, readineſs, and cheer- 
fulneſs. This is that decent deportment which is 
due to ſuperiors, without which we behaye ourſelves 
unſeermly. . : 

Neither does charity behave itſelf 5 in re- 

gard of inferiors. It conſiders all men as being of 
one kind, an indiſſoluble link running through the 
whole. Hence being united by a natural inſeparable 
connection; the higheſt are to treat the loweſt with 
condeſcenſion and kindneſs: Kings are to conſult the 
peace and proſperity of their ſubjects; parents the 
welfare of their children; and maſters the good of 
their ſervants. The rich are to relieve the poor; the 
wiſe to inſtruct the ignorant; and all that are in 
places of power are to uſe it for the defence and en- 
couragement of all that need it: For, charity, where-. 

ever it prevails, teaches ſuperiors' that they are but 
ſtewards. of, and accountable for, the power they poſ- 
ſeſs; and Fe: it Was given not to oppreſs, but pro- 
mote the good of inferiors. Therefore the charitable 
perſon, however high in birth, fortune, authority, 
&c. from the conſideration of inferiors being Eis fel- 
lows in one common animal, rational, and immor-. 
tal nature; redecmed by the fame precious blood of 
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Chriſt; and capable of all the happy effects of it 
both here and hereafter; will be condeſcending 
and kind, and imitate him who is loving to eve 
man. This will reſtrain from all inſolent and in- 
ſulting behaviour towards inferiors, and baniſh all 
low and unworthy thoughts of, and treat them as 
brethren, with the love of benevolence or delight, 
according to their moral ſtate of mind.  _ 
Nor does charity behave unſeemly to equals- It 
faves men from all ſour, moroſe, and ſurly behavi- 
our towards them. Some are ſo peeviſh and froward, 
ſo reſty and troubleſome in their tempers, that it is 
next to impoſſible to live peaceably with them. Now 
charity corrects this roughneſs and ſourneſs of tem- 
per, and puts a eee and benignity into nature, 
which make men eaſy and converſable. This tincture 
of divine love is a ſovereign remedy for the moſt 
dogged diſpoſition. It roots out whatever is diabolical 
in the temper of the ſoul, and makes it divine, a 
fair ſpotleſs image of the meek and lowly Jeſus. And 
though hereby it does not deſtroy. the quickneſs or 
ſlowneſs of the ſoul's motion, nor the clearneſs or 
dulnefs of its conception; which are properties ra- 
ther of the ſpiritual than of the moral nature; yet it 
ſo qualifies the whole moral man as to render it'a 
proper ſubject of every ſocial virtue, as well as of 
every heavenly grace. Hence, love being the ruling 
principle, equals in all reſpects, contend not now 
for precedence, ſeek not to riſe above each other in 
their own or others eſtimation; rather, they give 
place to, and in honour prefer others before them- 
ſelves; their carriage towards each other is free, 
friendly, and obliging, being willing and ready to 
do them all the good offices they can. In a word, 
this grace reſtrains men from all cruelty and oppreſ- 
ſion; from all falſehood and injuſtice; and from 
uſing any rude and reproachful words or geſtures; it 
keeps them to juſtice in works, to truth in words, 
n fidelity 


* 


author of 


the good © the whole. Nor does it only ſuffer, but, 
in oppoſition to the levelling principle, it ſupports 

the different degrees and diſtinctions of men, by giv- 
ing to all their due. To the purpoſes of which, it is 
well diſpoſed; for, being an emanation from, or a 
perfect reſemblance of, God; it, muſt, in conſe- 
quence, be calculated to act according to his com- 
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fidelity in promiſes, and honeſty in aps and, 
conſequanal y, by reſtraining from all that is wrong, 
and exciting to all that is right, it does not behave 
itſelf unſeemly, in any ſtation or relation. 
Let us then cultivate this grace of charity, and give 
it all the encouragement it is capable of. Let us act 
in whatever ſtation of life we are in, agreeable to its 
dictates; deporting ourſelves wiſely and well, that 
our carriage may be calculated to conciliate the 
minds of men to chriſtianity. Happy he who ſo loves 
the Lord and mankind, as in every thing to ſeek to 


pleaſe the one and profit the other! This is the cha- 
rity which the Lord requires; which man, in a right 


ſtate of mind, is capable of; and which anſwers eve- 
ry good. purpoſe both in time and .cternity.—And 
herein more eſpecially it appears, that charify is the 
er; it teaches to act in every ſphere for 


mand. Hence then as its dictates in teaching, and 
diſpoſition in doing, agree; all who are governed by 
it will act ſeemly, ſuitable to their ſtation and place; 
the high will condeſcend to treat the low with kind- 
neſs,” and the low ſubmit to the high, and ch 
ſerve each other. 

Seeketh not her own. This i is another excellent pro- 
perty of charity. In the original it is o getei 7a eau- 
tes, which implies ſuch an immoderate fondneſs of 
ourſelves, and our own affairs, as excludes all due 
and decent regard for the concerns of others. Now _ 
charity does not ſo ſeek her own. 

But does charity condemn all ſelf-ſecking 2 In no- 
wile. Charity begins at home, and is ſo far from 

formdding 


1 


forbidding us to ſeek our own, that it raph us 
firſt to mind our own concerns; for he that is not 
good to himſelf, will be ſo to no other perſon; and 
therefore our Saviour, in commanding us to love our 
neighbour as ourſelves, ſuppoſes that we love our- 
felves; fo that all ſelf-ſeeking i is ſo far from being in- 
conſiſtent with charity, that it would be uncharitable 
not te W 

But what is that ſelf-ſceking which 3 is neon ü ſtent 
with charity? It is, in the general, that narrowneſs 
of ſpirit which cares for none but itſelf. There are 
_ who regard not how it fares with others, if 

they themſelves can but live at eaſe and i in plenty; 
nor who falls into danger, if they eſcape. Theſe are 
like the gulf, which ſucks in all to wr They have 
no ſenſe or feeling but what concerns themſelves; 
they wrap themſelves up in their own intereſt, and 
count thofe filly ſheep, who bear fleeces for hang J 
other end, than to keep themſelves warm. 

. prefer our own private intereſt above the pub- 
lic good, is a wrong ſelf-ſeeking; for we were not born 
for ourſelves only, but for our friends and country 
alſo, and are members of ſociety to promote the w_ 
fit of many. Nor can we ſubſiſt without it; 
cannot be fafe without the protection of ae ink 
nor live without he labour of inferiors; and we 
ſhould be miſerable without the mutual vid of one 
another: So our chief aim, as ſocial beings, muſt be 
at the good of the whole, by which the welfare of 
every part may be promoted. 

To do, or ſuffer any evil to be dong to EOETY to 
compaſs our own ends, is a ſinful ſelf-ſeeking. This 
is to riſe by the ruin of others; to make their loſs 
our gain. This is ſelf-ſeeking of the moſt criminal 
kind, and, is fo far from arts that it is palpable 
by juſtice. 

Tea, to refuſe to do good to athers, deer we 
Tea no benefit by. it ou Ives, is an inordinate” felf- 


ſeeking, 


1 } 


ſecking, a mercenary love. But charity is free to da 
good, though it receive no benefit; it is content with 
the preſent pleaſure of well-doing, and the future re- 
ward annexed to it; theſe make it ready to every good 
word and work. Yea, ſo far is charity from pro- 


jecting gain by its good works, that its proper ob- 


jects are the indigent, who cannot make any requit- 
al; and the evil and unthankful, who will not; for 
it gives without hoping to receive again, and does 
good to thoſe who make no other return than evil. 

To prefer a leſs good to ourſelves, before a great- 
er to another, is a degree of wrong. ſeli-ſeeking. 
Thus he who will not ſpare a little to ſave the life, 
health, or goods of his neighbour, is immoderately 
fond of himſelf, and has no regard for another. But 


charity will not ſo conſult itſelf as to be at no. coſt 


or pains to promote another's profit; rather, like the 
good Samaritan who ſet the wounded man on his 
beaſt and paid his expence, it obliges its poſſeſſor to 
purſue the profit of others to its own loſs; which yet 
is but a ſlender imitation. of the Saviour, who laid 
down his life for the good of mankind. 

Now this inordinate ſelf-ſeeking, is the cauſe of 
all the deceit and diſhoneſty in the world; yea, all 
public commotions and breaches of the peace, ſpring 
from this bitter root of ſelf-love. From whence 
come wars and fightings, but from an inordinate de- 
fire of the profits and pleaſures: of the world; for 
men are immoderate lovers of themſelves. This be- 
gets diviſions in the church, and troubles in the 
ſtate; occaſions perjuries in courts of Juſtice, fraud 
in the ſhop, and injuſtice every where; it makes 
many intrude into offices, not to do good, but to 


enrich themſelves, and raiſe their fortune upon the 


ruin of their country. But charity, which ſeeketh 
not her own, cures, and prevents all theſe evils; for 


it violates no compaQts, raiſeth no commotions, in- 


vades no man's property, uten s no man's peace, 
aſſaults 


0 


5 
aſſaults no man's perſon, grinds no poor man's face, 
nor takes any ewe-lamb out of his boſom ; it envies 
no nder nor ſeeks to ſupplant any; but 
contrary wiſe, does all the good it can to all men, 
and never thinks of evil, but to prevent and ſup- 
preſs it. O excellent charity ! were all men go- 
verned by thee, how free from ſinful ſelf-ſeeking, 
and how kind to each other would they be! O when 
will the time come, when every heart ſhall be th 
hallowed habitation ! "Thou faireſt offspring of the 
| Deity, deign to dwell in the breaſts of men, that 
thy ſaered influence may ſmooth their rugged paſ- 
ſions, abate their thirſt for ſublunary ſatisfactions, 
and raiſe their hearts and hopes to things of a ſacred 
and celeſtial nature. O for that happy moment 
when a ſinful ſelfiſh nature ſhall perfectly give place 
to a heavenly and humane principle]! Angels and 
men would then act in concert; conſpire to praiſe 
the Lord. Yea, fin and ſelf, the oppoſers of God 
and man, being utterly deſtroyed; piety to God 
and good-will to men, would abound. Sinful ſelf- 
ſecking would then be a ſtranger in the world ; all 
would equally care for each other. And as their 
love would be one, ſo would their delight; they 
would rejoice in each others felicity as hate own. 
Thus in the primitive days, when great grace was 
upon the people; their love, delight, rejoicing, 
ſuffering, ſympathy, ſorrow, &c. were common to 
each and to all. O bleſſed patterns to all ſucceed- 
ing generations! | = 
Ir not eafily provoked. The charity which is not 

| finfully ſelf-ſeeking, is as right in regard of reſent- 

ment; it moderates the 3 5 of anger, and keeps 
it within proper bounds. 

The original is oz paroxyneta!, which ſignifies not 
ſo much being eaſily as highly provoked : for as the 
paroxyſm of a fever, denotes not the eaſineſs of fall- 
ing into, but the height of the diſtemper, ſo paroxy- 
. netai, 
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netai, ſignifies not the being too eaſily, but too 
highly provoked. - 

It differs from long-ſuffering, in this ; 3 chat ſop- 
preſſeth all raſh and ſudden anger, and this reſtrains 
all exceſs of it; and, therefore, to diſtinguiſh them, 
it is better tranſlated, not Highly provoked. - , _ 

And that anger, with the paſhons of love, joy, 
&c. are both innocent and ſerve to many excellent 
purpoſes, is evident; for being originally planted 
by the author of nature, they muſt, like his other 


works, be good; and, if rightly uſed, are the chief 


inſtruments and ornaments of the ſoul. Agreeable 
to which, it is ſaid, be angry and fin not; which im- 
plies, that anger may be without being evil; and 
it being a duty, it would, in ſome caſes, be a fin 
not to be ſo: which ſhews that this is rather a per- 
tection, than a perturbation of the ſoul: therefore 
charity does not root out, but only regulate. this 
paſſion, and preſerve it from ng too highly pro- 


voked. 


But notwithſtanding that anger is bie, yet, 
When it is without cauſe, it is evil. And ſome are 


ſo teſty in their temper as often to be angry with- 


out any cauſe. And others ſo ignorant as to be ſo 
without real cauſe; like the man, who, eagerly 
purſuing butterflies, was diſpleaſed becauſe he could 
not catch them. Now charity ſprings from a ground 


which 1s contrary to this teſtineſs of temper, viz. 


the meek mind which was in Chriſt Jeſus 3 and, 
therefore, ſo far as the ſoul is poſſeſſed of it, it is 
ſaved from finful teſtineſs; conſequently, when 
wholly poſſeſſed, no part of it remains. If then, in 


ſuch, any thing cf that ſort is ſeen, it is the effect 


of the bodily temperature, which is peculiar to ſome 
perſons, families, and nations. But though this 


kind of temperature is innocent, yet by reaſon of | 


the connection ſubſiſting betwixt it and the ſoul in 
their exiſting and acting, it renders the ſubject of 
it 
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it leſs amiable in the eyes of others, and 1 more un- 
eaſy to himſelf. 

Anger i is ſinful 6 when it exceeds * d 
There is often occaſion of diſapprobation, diſplea- 


ſure, and reprehenſion, eſpecially when the glory 


of God, our own, and our neighbour” s welfare are 
concerned; but if righteous reſentment run fo high 
as to make us ſay or do any thing that is either un- 
reaſonable or irreligious, it is wrong; for theſe are 
bounds never to be gone beyond. Now charity, 
rightly uſed, ſecures us from this paroxyſm of an- 
ger; it will not ſuffer it to grow to this head, to 
hurt ourſelves or others. For love, in itſelf, is ſo 
ſoft, mild, benign, condeſcending, merciful, and 
kind; that when the razor of reſentment cuts deep, 
theſe: are as oil to ſoften and ſmooth the inciſion, and 
as balm to heal it. Moreover, love places the paſ- 


ſion on its proper object; it transfers it from the 
ſinner to the ſin, ſo far as to bear him good-will, 
and to be ready to ſerve him in whatever he can. 
This corrects reſentment, and tends to keep it. 


within proper bounds. 


Anger is ſinful likewiſe when it laſts too long: | 


If right in itſelf, yet if it require no ſatisfaction 


but the repentance of the offending party, it muſt 
not continue beyond it; for that which we expect 
ſhould turn away the Lord's anger from us, ſhould 


turn. away ours from others. And where ſatisfac- 
tion is neceſſary, it muſt not abide after it is made 


or offered; for as that takes away the cauſe, the 


effect ſhould ceaſe. Much leſs muſt it continue 
after the puniſhment of the offender ; as that argues 
an evil mind, that ſeeks farther revenge than is due 
to the meaſure. of the offence, and turns an inno- 
cent reſentment into malignity and malice: And, 
therefore, the apoſtle, after commanding to be 
angry and fin not, adds, let not the ſun go down upon 
your wrath ; ; intimating; that we muſt not retain 
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dur . too long, if we would keep 3 innocent. 
Thus charity is not highly provokecccc. 
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Nau among the many excellent effects of this 
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virtue of charity, are t eſe; it makes us eaſy in 


ourſelves, and to others; and gives us the enjoy- 
ment of what we have, which the angry man hath 
not; hence, it is ſaid, bleſſed are the meek, for the 


fool inherit th carth, Te is Bkowiſe honourable, i 
being a nobler_yiory to conquer our paſſion, than 


to be conquered by it; for he that fubdues his own 
ſpirit, and keeps it in proper ſubordination to rea- 
fon and religion, is greater than he that taketh a 
city. Moreover, to revenge an injury, is to act 
the part of an executioner ; but to remit it, is to 
.perfonate, a prince, whoſe prerogative it is to 


But notwithſtanding that the fruit of this proper- 
ty of charity is eaſy, eligible, and advantageous ; 
yet, a righteous refentment is neceſſary: For, bad 
El; been more ſevere with his Tons, it is probable 


£ 
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he had prevented much evil ,. preſerved their Iives, 
and perpetuated the prieſthood in his houſe: The 


want of righteous anger then, as clearly indicates 


the being defective in charity, as the poſſeſſion of 


unrigktecus anger. Nor can any thing, ultimately, 
produce more. dreadful effects; for he that does 


not refent unrighteouſneſs, will ſuffer it; and he 


that ſuffereth fin upon his brother, hateth him; and 


he that hateth him, is a murderer. ee 
-..T hinketh no evil. From that act of charity which 


governs the paſſions, I proceed to that which re- 
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The original is ou logizetai to hakan ; where lopi- 
Zetai ſignifies not only to rhink, but to deſign and 


contrive; and alan denotes evil, not only as it is 


taken for ſin, but as it implies miſchief, and all 
manner of hurt to another; fo that this is that 


_ © property 
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oper uk * which reſtrains men from hurt: 
i neighbours. 

Vet when charity is | Laid to think n a 6 + is 
wh to de underſtood that it does not think of ni 
things. It certainly may, and muſt, in order to 
unqerſtand and avoid them; for as the Almighty 

bi holds the evil and the. good, to puniſh the one, 
and to reward the other; ſo. may chatitable men 
_ on both, to hate the. one, and to loye the 
other: Therefore all. thinking of evil, is not incon- 
ſiſtent with charity. The ſenſe chen is, that i it goth. 
not think evil of others. 
The word Jagizetaz., ſignifies, alſo: to 3 
bo Count, Or impute any thing to another; pi; 
fore Jogineta; here, the. me: as logizetgi amartian 
elſewhere ia to impute ſin or Was to ano- 
ther. Now. charity does not caſily impute evil ta- 
its neighbour ; it is contrary. to its nature to act 1 in 
oppofition; it would pleſs all, but curſe none. 
Hence che good that: he doth, it willingly aſcribes. 
% him. for his. honour and reward, but. the evil 
Which he is. guilty of, it reluctantly charges him 
With; for love finds no pleaſure in imputing what. 
11 cannot deny, Mauch. lefs-will it think evil where, 
there is. a poſſibility of thinking otherwiſe. . 
ever will admit of a, juſt excule, charity: wilt avail, 
itlelf of. And where the evil cannot be juſtly ex 
auſed; yet if it may be extenuated, love will lay 
hold of it; for it does not put the: worſt conſtrue- 
tion upon others actions, but takes every thing ; in 
the best ſenſe. . Neither is love ſuſpicious, it. does 
not think evil where it does not appeat 3 it tears. _ 
up root and branch, all i imagining: 'of what there i . | 
neither proof nor appearance. | 
| . Neither does. charity do any evil to tet" ; it 
neither injures his ſoul, body, name, nor — 
It does not willingly. grieve his foul. B y ſorrow of. 
2 hearts, _ Solomon, the F * broken Fl "therefors Y 
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1 42 2 
he that caufeleſsly-diſq uieteth-his neighbour, 
tis ſoul, and is ſo far void of affeckion for him. 
Much leſs by inticing or exciting him to ſin ; for 


this makes à more wound than the other, | 
and is the greateſt of injuries. Neither does. it hurt 


his body, . murder, maiming, or other acts of 5 


violence; yea, rather, it ſuppreſſeth all thoughts . 
 unkindne and revenge, which are fo direct Qty co 
ft, and :inconſiftent with, the love eta 
es and others. Nor injures his character, by 
jr anders and calumnies, which are the arrows 
that fly by day, or by ſecret whiſpers and 1 
bitings, the peſtilence — 5 walketh by night, and 
wounds without being ſeen. Nor i ate, by 
. robbing, defrauding, "overbenchl ing; oppreſſing, 
with-holding due debts, the labourt hire, breaches 


of promiſe, betraying of truſt, or by any other act 


of injuſtice; rather, love tesches us to dog as we 
would be done to; and, therefore, not only pre- 
ſerves us from plundering and purloining, but alſo 
frbm coveting and deſiring n 1 e a 


 chaxity thinketh no evil. at ee 
M.0oreover, charity chinkeck goed. I fym 
chizeth with the forrowful ; pities the Bek and aß 


flicted; and is ready to Alter from danger and 
out of diſtreſs. Contributes to the neceſſitous, by 
feeding the poor, cloathing the naked, and in every 
other way accerding to their wants and de ability. 
It helps their reputation, by clearing the innocent 
of evil reports, and by ung the No nour of ſuoch 
as do well. Thus this god-like grace dees no- 
thing ill, and all things well. Ih which, how: ex- 
cellently does it imitate the Almighty in the things 
which are his greateſt exeellencies, and which 
moſt diſtinguiſſi him from finners and ſatan- 

py then, unſpeakably happy are they who are en- 
dowed with this divine grace of charity! It is 


nc gia * eee „ and heavens 
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engen oh hO would not- e e 
it Fer alas 1 all beſide is but earthly, fenfual, 
_ - and deviliſhl Imbibe then; imbibe the Ipirit“ of 
_Jefus 3; for this is che root of that. Get his mind, 
and on 7 why: _ TO no v. and do 
3 353355 ISI" eich 
Rejoiceth: at: e * eee 
= which rn af thinking evil, che 
1 proceeds to that which rejoiceth not in it. 
* is end oy oe fign) 
o 


ace ang 


, . for all "forty uk En and 
| Which a ays fo many acts of in- 
juſtice a ainſt God and our and often againſt 
bour 3- for we never omit any thing w which 

Dught to do, nor commit any thing which we 
 #hould. leave undone, but we fail of our duty, ant 
prove falſe to our Maker; fo that every ſin is a piece 
of iniquity againſt God, &. And if we break not 
anly the laws of God, but alſo of our country, by 
anvading the rights of others, we become doubly 
unjuſt, by adding to * againſt God, injury 
and deceit to men. e y both, we nen 
1 odrfeivess: . Rb of es EDINA 0 
But what is it 8 in iniquity 7 ae 
reviving and-cheering of the ſpirits, upon the daing 
or thinking of an agreeable action. And to rejoice / 
in iniquity, is to be pleaſed and delighted with the 
performance of it, in ourſelves, or others. Now 
| fome openly act, and boaſt: of their iniquities ; h 
declare their ſins as Sodom, and hide them not; 
applauding their vices, and themſelves: for the fake 
of them, ani take not only a-pleafure, but a pride, 
* re them. 3 ſome are arrived to that 


SR e: | degree 


9 while they zende ling $9;ahew tunes Grin gd 
| to rede in ende e e eee 95 


, bor” < r _ 


a 


degree. of love tao aud Wee en chat they boaſk 
8 more than they haye committed 3 ag if 7 adde. \ 
to thein honour to increaſe. their evils, and that they 


would zaiſe:tbeir. glory by the numbet and the ha- 
ture af their crimes. There are others who ptac- 


tice their ſins more privately, but with as much de- 
light and ſatisfaction as the former: And theſe, 
though fünning with more art and caution ; het 


But beſide ſuch; a8 rejoice in their own iniquity; 
were are ſome who rejgice in the iniquities 
others. All who allure others te commit evil are 
of this -orderzi for none will intice 9 
that which they haue nat ſome; :liking to themſelves. 
he that loves virtue, will not tempt ahother to vice. 
Again, all ho delight in the company of looſe, 
prophane, and.debauched. perſons, come. under the 
character of thoſe who rejoice in the ng of: 
others ; inaſmuch: as their company weul 
ſought, -nor—their..converſation-:and.; conduct; » 
agreeable, if l t find. Pleaſure in dbeir 


being incapable. of committing ſins themſelves, 


N ac * 2 „t of f eee nnete,, 
wel to ſce or hear of them in others; they will 

oy lg when they cannot be actors, Lea, 
in themſelves, they ſupply the impotence of action 
by fancy or ſpeculation ;- their delight in thinking, 
and talking of. their former. ns, ſhews they retain 
their affeckion for them ; and if age or infirmities 
have rendered them incapable of committing them, 
it is not that they have forſaken. their ſins, but their 
fins have forſaken them. In a word, all who con- 
tinue in their ſins, and all who countenance them 
in others, are of thoſe who rejoice in iniquity. 


Now, charity, Which is the love of God, our 
3 and 99 . cures this 


evil; 


e 


8 ; * k 
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uz for, inſtead of rejoidin; 


Eng in iniquit i ren= 
ders} it the ob a ea 'of utter as en ity, 


That bra h of it which conißſts in the ve of 
God, inclines us to häte whatever is abhorant to 
him Fand inaſmuch as all iniquity is fo, it rejoiceth 
not in it; rather, it ſets the al againſt it, and 
treats it as that Which is both diſhonourable and 
df ! to him. 

rity too, as it reſpects our neighbour, . 5 

pon its poſſeſſor to depart from every thing'that is 
rtful to him; and as all deceit, detraction, frauds, 
injuſtice, picking, ſealing,” &c, have an evil in- 
fluence on his welfare, it difinclines' us to e 
in ſuch diabolical and deſtructive deedds. 

And, as it concerns ourſelves, it We us to 
know, and incites us to 'abſtain from whatever'is 
dangerous and detrimental to body and foul; and 
becauſe intemperance, impatience, and every other 
evil is prejudicial to peace and proſperity, to falva- 
tion here and hereafter, it Wills us not to follow, 
but forfake them.—This'is' the way of charity for 
it has no pleaſure in unrighteouſnefs.” Tea, as a 
grace reſiding in the ſoul, it is at utter enmity with 
every evil; and as exerciſed on its proper objects, it 
1 inconßſtent both with the practice and pleaſure 
of ſin: Therefore it rejoiceth not in iniquity,” whe- 
ther practiſed by its poſſeſſors or Others. 6 
as Lot's righteous ſoul was vexed wich the filthy 
converſation of the wicked, and as Moſes preferred 
affliction with the people of God, before the plea- 
ſures, of fin” for a ſeaſon 1% 0 charity 3 wor 
in iniquity. ' 

Bui ee in the Ws. Charity, which res 

joiceth not in iniquity, rejoiteth in che truth. 
Truth Caletbeia) is Wacken oppoſed to error; 
and al it ſignifies the agreeableneſs of our appre- 
henſions with * nature of things. It is alfo op. 
bang] to Tying | in which ſenſe” it denotes the cor- 
. r 


— 
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reſpondenee of our words and promiſes with the 
ſentiments and purpoſes of our ſouls. It is like wi e 
oppoſed to hypocriſy; and imports a n 
betvrixt praCtices and profeſfions. Pi: 1 

But truth is ſometimes taken in 2 larger ſenſe;; Þ 
in Which it is the ſame. as religion itſelf; which, in 
ſcripture, - is often ſtiled the trutb, as implying our 
being true to God, in rendering him that duty and 
homage, fear and revererice, worſhip and. ſervice, 


which we owe him; that love, juſtice, and all other 


good offices to our neighbour,” which are due to 
him; and that temperance, ſobriety, and whatever 


elſe that is neceſſary for the well-being of our own. 


ſouls and bodies. In ſhort, it is the-whole ſyſtem of 
divinity, containing the precepts, . promiſes, and 
threatnings. of the divine law, on the Lord's part; 
with all that is required from men, in reſpect vt 


_ God; their neighbours, and themſelves. 


But what is it to rejoice in the truth ? Tortjaies 


in che truth, is to purſue and embrace it with de- 


light, and to behold it du kempten both i by ; 
ounſclres and others. 

Firſt, to rejoice in * 4" oppoſition. to error. 
Truth is ſometimes ſo entangled with error, that 


weak, though well-meaning men, cannot caſily 


truth] 


- 
, 
4 


- 


diſcern the one from the other: Therefore to be 
willing to be informed, and to be ready to receive 
it hen diſcovered, is to rejoice in it. And as 
ands oppoſed to, lying and falſhood, to re- 
joice in it is to delight to Peck and to hear it. 
Some to eſeape evil, and others to obtain good, 
will utter what they know to be falſe; they make 
lies their refuge, and find profit: or leafure i in un- 
righteouſneſs. But to rejoice in the truth, is to 
hate the way of lying, and the wages of unrighte- 
oul neſs, ard never to have reecurſe to it to help 
either o urſelves or others, but to do and delight in 
eg the truth from the * 1 | 
SET 34 2T | ani 


4 


"win 


ſcives 2 yy heck hes 3555 der oy agree "with 
feſſions andthe truth and juſtice of God. Yea, 


to joice in the truth, is to find pleaſyre in all that 


is pleaſing to God, profitable to others, and our- 
ſelves ; to-live/in a cheerful: diſchar of our ary, | 
AW be glad to ſee others do ſo al 
Zy charity men roſes in the 95 ir ain that 
Pe: (i: grace whi diſpoſes them. not 24 67 to do 
and delight in well-doing as it coneerns themſelves, 


but alſo to find pleafure in them that do. The love | 


we have to the Lord, will make us rejoice i in what- 


ever tends to promote his praiſe. The love likewiſe 


which we have for our neighbour, makes us re- 
joice in the truth as it concerns him, How a 


able to, and how 14 is the rejoicing of charity, | 
VE 


when, thoſe who. have erred from the right way, 
are recovered to it ; 3 when, the prodigal is returned, | 

or the loſt meep is found. Hoe the- lover of 
mankind; imitates the angels, who rejoice at the re- 
; entance and converbon of à finner.... And a true 
love for ourſelves. will make us rejoice. in What 
is, moſt for our preſent \] piritual, and future eter-. 
nal happineſs. Now. truth, in all che particulars 

of it, is that; nothing is ſo conducive to mans 


| advantage as to live in a [perpetual diſcharge of 


his duty to God, his neighbour, and himſelf. ' For 


35 he that in'2 oe 80 God, is not a true friend to 


man; ſo he that ſins againſt both, wrongs his own 


ſoul. And the joy that ſprings from truth is alone 
* laſting and permanent. The pleaſures. of ſin are 
but for a ſeaſon; and the joy of the wicked is 
mixed with ſorrow, and will Toon. end in e 
| 10 gnaſhing of teetn. 


Great then is the truth, and 8 to be re- | 
wee! in. It has God for its author and * * 
OWS 5 


1 3 


p of i it in — heart by the ſpirit of 8 by * 
practice of it in the life 3 is according to the law of 


truth. Hence by the one, and in the way of the 
other, he is worſhipped and plotified. -: | de- 
lights, yea, rejoices in this; with heart and with 


voice it loudly. proclaims the truth and-juſtice of 


God, ſo apparent in all his proceedin ngs. It exults 
alſo when truth proſpers in the world ; when, in- 


ſtead of errors, Falſhoods, and inflncerity knows 
ledge, honour, and honeſty prevail in the principles 


and practices of men. Theſe objects are amiable 


in the eyes of charity; 1 with dn e delight _- 


M them. 
 Reareth all things. Charity wills us, according 


to the laſt particulars of it, to be affected with vice 
and virtue, to hate the one and love the other, and 


that both in ourſelves and others; agreeable to that 


advice, abhor that W is evil, and cleave to that 
Which 4 is good. | 

But becauſe all fins are not of the fs Tort ol 
4 and that there is a much greater heinouſ- 


neſs and guilt in ſome than in others, charity obli- 


ges us to be differently affected toward them z which 
is intimated by this property of it, beareth all things. 


In the original it is panta ſegei, which Gonifiea 1 to 
bear with, cover and excuſe all things as far as we 


can and is oppoſed to cenſuring, divulging, and 
- aggravating others failings. | 


Jow all fin is the tranſgreſſion of the law; either 
by omitting what it requires, or committing what 


it forbids. And yet all ſins are not equally heinous, 


nor carry in them the ſame degree of guilt, but ad- 
mit of deductions or aggravations, according to the 
ſeveral circumſtances that attend the committing of 
them; which proceed, partly from the clearneſs or 


e e of the light in which they are done. 80 


lion againſt nnn. have a deeper dye, bel 
ä oſe 


r 


: : 
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thoſ hill rp debe in ignorance- | And king that. 
proceed from ignorance, — 5 * che neglect 
or 2 6h of knowlege, are much; ee han - } 
ane as ſpring from an; ignorance hich ig unayoid- 
lence, the Aon ſays, in the caſe. of 10 
that. God winked at their ſins, as being commit. 
a, time of ignorance; and of ieee he . 
1 1 bon, * $4 2 n 
1 1 from, gh or 1 ſs degree of guilt, proceeds 
rom the degree of 8 in com- 
1 70 So he chat Falls. into ſin by. ſurprize, 
Or: 8 or. through fear, or is enticed by 
ſtrong _ temptations. is leſs. guilty than he who does 
ame things upon deliberation and choice. And 
reg the more voluntar any ho 4 is, the. ae 
Lb it... SHE EAR «| 
9 ns, in general, e degree of i igno- 
TT e infirm! mity as their cauſe. Hence they art 
4 IG which To you not bye if OS wil- 
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that 1 51 WF 906 ET Fm manner 72 horit 5 75 
awere Wo Likewiſe when two other diſeiples 1 800 l 
deſired to watch with. him; and, inſtead of that 
ſunk into fleep, he imputes it to no, worle,a,caul 
- than, weakneſs, ſaying, The ſpirit indeed. it — fag | 
| 3 thefigh,; is *veat... And when. the Jews: with yd 
clamour and cruel hands had. brought him ta the 
crol * He cried, Father, then . 45 37 
e a0 they do... ies oo e Set 
Wo In Imitation 8 


E 1 


is not W to publiſh the faults of others, NY 


where the ſervice of the public, and the reformation 


of the party, make it neceſſary: It finds no pleaſure 2 


in reporting their failings to their diſparagement, or 
prejudice; but rather, on the contrary, it caſts a vail 
over them: It does not aggravate, or make the worſt 
of a bad matter, but gives all the allowance it oon- 


ſiſtently can. It will, not find fault where there is 
none; nor heighten it where it is, either by adding 


any circumſtance to increaſe the guilt, or by conceal- 
ing any that may diminiſh itz but weighs and judges 
all things b the favourable meaſures of equity and 
candour. Charity will not aſcribe that to wilfulneſs 
and - preſumption, which is done unwillingly ; nor 
impute to deliberation and deſign, that which comes 
by ſurprize, and without intention. In a word, 
charity covereth a multitude of fins: And this--is 
ſo common in caſes of a ſublunary fort, that it is 
but ſeldom ſeparate from them. How 8 


moſt to hide the faults of them they favour. .Þ 


religious love extends this to all men, foes as well 
as friends, bearing with their infirmities and fail- 
ings, and forgiving and forgetting them when * 
pented of and reformed. 1 l vs 
Thus charity imitates the Almi ht, why beareth 
with the rebellious, and with the mantle of his 
mercy ſo covers their ſins as not preſently to pu- 


niſh them, but waits for their repentance, that he 


may pardon and bleſs them; and when their per- 
Gſting in fin renders that impoſſible, yet hath he no 
pleaſure in their puniſhment. Let us then learn to 
cover or excuſe, as far as we can, the failings of 
one another. This is what we hope for, When our 
own caſe requires it, from the Lord. And if we 
expect this favourable dealing from him, we muſt 
do the ſame to our fellows, otherwiſe we ſhall have 
judgment without mercy: A meaſure, Which not 
mays are able to ſupport.” a 

Bic 


* . 
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Believeth all things. Charity, which beareth or 
covereth the faults and infirmities of all as far 
as it can, belle pech "= that "may. commend. or en- 
cuſe them, e : 

Now pana piſeuci, ſignifies a gets" to ke 
and believe the bet e others, where there is no 
. reaſon to the 5 And if any thing 

t is wrong be reported of them, charity is willin 
to hear and Sos all that may be ſaid, in excuſe 
or mitigation of it; for, as it is one 3 5 of the 
wiſdom which is from above, that it is ealy to be 
intteated, ſo is it of charity, to believe any good 
of another, and to hearken to all that may be al- 
bed, ed to leſſen or to alleviate : a fault. 

arity, indeed, does not will us to call wn | 
good 3 3 to wommend any one 1 or to give en- 
uragement to vice, by a too ealy and candid re- 
4 ſentation of it; nor makes us unwilling to re- 
uke and warn then that fin z nor keeps us from 
_ expoſing them when it is for their ow] n or other's 
profit: it will not falſif y to befriend any, nor con- 
3 the truth which ſhould be: known : But it 
bliges us to ive the moſt favourable character of © 
E men; and to repreſent all things, as much to 
their advantage as N can conkitent with a good: 
_ conſcience.” _ 1 
" Moreover, tare ay dig Amit 86 A Wee 
meaning, the one good, and the other bad; charity | 
obliges us ta take the beſt. It was the obſervation | 
of - wiſe Heathen, that many things have two 
handles, and that malice and envy: commonly take 
| hold of the worſt and weakeſt, but virtue and good 
neſs. always make the beſt of a bad matter ; it be- 
lieves the beſt it can of ey every one, and uts the 
beſt conſtruction upon every thing, it will admit of; 
it believes. all things probable, and poſſible, and 
gives all the credit 1 r Une. 8 25 
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And that this'ts at property of charity, is evident 
from tlie nature of the thing. Love to mankind 
will naturally diſpoſe us to believe all the good we 
can of them. Tis a ſaying, grounded upon long 
obſervation, That men eaſily believe what the ey with 
to be true; and, therefore, charity being a well- 


wiſhing to all men, it enn, 2 Rene us to be- 


Bere well of them. 
Now the want of this charity is the 80 
chu of the contentions that are in the world; for 
Whilſt men interpret the words and works of others 
in che worſt ſenſe, being loath to believe any good, 
and forward to believe all evil of them; it is no 
wonder if they entertain hard thoughts, and utter 
evil ſpeeches o& one another; and yet this is the 
way of many, who, inſtead of laying hold on what 
may be for the credit and advantage of another, 


will be ſure to faſten on ſome thing that may tend 


to his detriment and diſhonour, and thereby grieve 
thoſe with their cenſures, whom oy! ſhould relieve 
with their charity. tl 


But, if the contrary of this were cultivated, if 


the e grace of charity were more exerciſed, how much 
would it conduce to the eaſe and comfort of man- 


kind! The angels at the birth of Chriſt, next to 


the glory of God, proclaimed peace on earth, and 


good-will towards men. And Chriſt came into the 
world to plant virtue among men both by his ſpirit, 
doctrine, and example. Hence he has given man 

commands to bear with, forgive, and be kindly af. 
fectioned one to another. And what an unparallel. 
ed pattern hath he left of theſe things |-Particulatly 


in the charity that conſiſts" in concealing-evil and 


commending good. Where he found any meaſure 
of faith in, or love to him, he always accepted and 


commended it; and for the ſake of that, overlooked 


"many miſcarriages. - Yea, where he found n« 


. of either, he forgave the ** . 


" for 
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d 3 upon. all things, that. were! er, or 

-Y e him. n 

g Now how eaſ might men lire by.a one bad 

h 1 this piece of charity were frequently. practiced : | 
- The — would then be full of quiet habitationsz . 
- and men, inſtead of troubling and cenſuring, wo 

1 be a help and comfort to one another ; peace: 

I . unanimity would prevail, and heaven would be 85 3 
r 3 Luca alas + wall the hearts of- men. are un- 
8 

, 

0 

r 
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1 
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| every ae. ery is every moment: ee — 94 
ing damned. This is the picture of er $s hap- 
pieſt 2 without charity. What then are empe- 
rors, kings, nobles, and all inferior orders of men 
without-1 is F Alas} he that ;loveth not, knoweth not 
Sd; for God it lie, He that, from the likeneſs -- 
„ of God, does not love him 3 hath the likeneſs of 
: the devil, and hateth him: For: the carnal mind 4 
enmity againſt bim. O unholy and unhappy wretches? 
It is not in words to paint them. Diabe heal ſouls,. 
baters of God; children of the devil, ſervants of fin, 
lovers of the world, and heirs of damnation. Theſe 
5 nee" to ſeek. for e 600 . motives we 
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a the Holy Ghoft will reveal it. The way, te 
find it is eaſy and infallible ; faith and prayer Win 
bring it from heaven: for God ba his \Holy" 
Spirit to all that aſk. — BIR 

Hopeth all things. "Having f ken of that pro. 
perty of charit SES believeth all thin „ I pro- 
ceed to that. Which hopeth all things. Now Panta 
 elpizei, imp lies fuch a Paehre of od hips for 
others, 2s 18 accompanied With Mae, ground how ag 
p chem. 11250 n 1 4 
pope is a : paſſion of the foul, hich rnelines it to 
deſire and endeavour after ſome poſſible and abſent 
good. 1 call it a paſſion, becauſe it ſprings from 
an inward principle. It is likewiſe" an ack of the 

e foul, inaſmuch as it fuppoſes knowledge's; 
for none can hope for what he knows not 

The object of hope is ſomething good in itſelf; 
or 1 4 25 to be ſo; as evils are rather feared than 
| hoped. It is alſo fomething poſſible, or ſo 
hended to be; impoſſibilities being the objects of 
difpair. It is Ukewile ſomething ablent and future: 
For none hopes for things paſt or preſent. It is ac- 
com mpanied too too with defire 3 in that where there is: - 
no deſire, there is no hope. Moreover, deſire muſt 
produce endeavour 3. or it is not b rn Pre 
e d le e 1rd eee 8 
ow the A prineif nd 
"8 goodneſs of God; 7 —— which he 
granted to men in the gift of Bis . for be ., 
in Chrift reconciling tht world 10 himfelf, not «mp puting 
their 1 — 120M "The *fecond and leis prineipat 

is the pramiſe of pardon, — pong 
Ee and whatever” Elſe hat 18 necet ary to be: 
received. 5 5 et 

Theſe foundations are "Grim , 250 fully to be dew 
| pended on, eſpecially while the day of grace en- 

| hive; and that Teig a feeret hi none but the 
Lord can be fenſible of; "Y efor — _ 
| | Way 
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* th ail on this 8 t % 
firucture of hope on the poſſibility of ſinners being. 
ſaved. Hence, though at preſent their condition is 
bad, and affords no ne. proſpect of future 
Ea it hopes, that in time, it will be made 

tter. And herein charity is much helped by the 
conſideration; of perſons whoſe caſe afforded no pro- 
bable appearance of good; and. vet notwithſtanding 
of notorious Ginqers | beeame N ſaints. Ma- 


hoo: „ 
dene ee be e ee e 
therefore. —— it has not a probable, yet it bas 
l of hope concerning. the e 


190 i "hiv | ground, where there i is =, 
noe: dd, char; Werne; e hope 
ads * 


- that 3 7 wah 


leone *— iments, and oppoſitions, be he who 
a good work, and whoſe. wiſdom, good>, 5 


compliſhing of-1 It, ini it an. oak 7 


Tea, in times of declenſion, when kings rum, 


Jeſus, they grow weary with: well-doing, © 
wo a -finful courſe.z. charity hopes, that pets], | 
either turn before their good difpoſition and defire 
are — gone, or chat the op will afterwards 
em again to . ieee 


» yo. 8 „ A 2 
1 - 
— — — — 4 nc gs Wo 


TO ADE TD ION ICY 
nm 


* 
* 
1 
4 
"IX 
ul Y 
5.6 
\ 
N 
TH 
ig # 
47 
4 
9 0 1 
> * 
* 
, 
Ten 
f 
ws 
1 
„ 
a = 
5 . 
, X 
73 
8% 
— 
; b 
* 
5 
+) 
32 
91 
* n 
* 
*; - 
F 
1 
2 
"+ 
* 
4 
[4 
4 


ds. 


* 
—— 
5 Sk y 
* * 
L gas oy, 


9 1 1 
And in the caſe of e when 8 geg 
W bog dneſs is fo precarious as that faith 
can find but little footing z yet charity hepeth that 
things are not ſo bad, but Nhat 2 may he 
diſcovered, to turn che feale in his favour dr, if 
that cannot be, it hopes that ſome circumſtance 
will be found to mitigate the matter, that What 
8 

A | 
23 us to . — the accompliſhing of . | 
both to ourfelves and others. And thus it forbids. 
us to gie up any for loft, or to deſpait of the re- 
pentance and amendment of the greateſt ſinners; 
for not only ſach have been ſaued, but even the 


thief upon the eroſs, in the laſt day of his life, e. 


pented, believed, Was forgiven, renewed, and re- 
ceived into paradiſe. ; And 3 this be no en- 
couragement to continue in 29 it is a ee 1 
non whereon to build the hope le repent- 
ance in the moft apparently unpromiſing 
and, therefore, charity will not ſuffer wan b len 
while there is à poſſibility-of ſalvation. r 
It remains then — and praCtir 
duty of wage placing, our hope 1 in: God; which is 2p 
the anchor of the ſoul; and if fixed upon 
him, will keep us from fluQuating, and make us 
firm in the Teecinten of receiving His bleſſing. 
But our endeavours, eſpecially for each: de- 


1 | 


pend on 'a condition to — muſt keep pace 


with our Hopes; for he that ekpects to ſee the 
goodneſs. of God, muſt wait in the appointed Way. | 
Nor can any fail of finding it, but through. want of 

ſo doing: The Lord jen lie; conſequentiy, he 
Will give. agreeable to his promiſe. Why then does: 
not every one receive a full ſalvation ? * he anſwer 
is, they have not becauſe they aſi not, or becauſe. 
they affe amiſs; they. will not be at the pains ſo to 
pe as co find: ** one chat 3 — 
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blefling 3 that being inriched with heavenly things, 
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hopes/ are not realized in the gift of ſuch mercies 


and-graces as completely ſave from ſin, fully qualify 
to ſerve the Lord, and habitually prepare for hea- 
ven. But let us now hope in the Lord, and ear“ 
neſtly contend for, and patiently wait to receive his 


our hope may be full of immortality. Let us hke-. 
wife hope the beſt concerning gthers, and be moved 
thereby to contribute whatever We can to make 


them partakers of the things hoped for. 


- * Endureth all things. This is the laſt, th | gh not 


the leaſt, property of charity. The apoſtle, in the 
deſeription of this excellent grace, begins it with, 
ſuffereth long; continues it with, beareth all 
things; and concludes it with, endureth all things: 
to intimate, that the whole courſe of Chriſtianity is 
one continued ſcene of ſuſferi ng 


The original is panta ubamenei, and-ignities'not 


only patience, but perſeverenee alſo, a going on 

Kory courage and conſtancy, both in doing god ane 
ſuffering evil, not fainting in our Chriſtian courſe, 
but holding out to the end, whatever difficulties we 
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courſe of Chriſtianity, is a truth ſo well known by 
experience, as to need no other proof: Many are 
the troubles of the righteous : In the world ye ſball have 
rribulation: And, if any man will live gvdij in Gu 
N Weak ie pe COD 
The way of virtue is ſo: contrary to that of the 
world, that it is no wonder if men meet with dith- 
culties in it. And if there were ab other trials and 
temptations, a large degree of patience to ſuſtain 


them, would be neeeſſary. But beſide the common diffi- 


culties to be contended with, as che conſequence of 
that contrariety; there may ſometimes de 3 call to 
take up the croſs, and to follow Chriſt in the 0. 
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and. dark ways. of ſuffering, which will endanger 
both perſon and property, as, well as put to the 
proof all our patience, courage, and conſtancy: 
And that theſe are an indirect cauſe of the in- 
conſtaney ſo common, is evident. Some followed 
our Saviour for loaves; they were his friends while 
continued: to feed wad; favour them z but when 
perſecution aroſe by reaſon of the word, they were offend- 
ed; they could walk with him in . ſunſhine of 
proſperity, but when the. clouds began to gather 
and threaten a ſtorm, they left him. ; Nor is it'now 


| leſs common than then, to deſert Chriſt on account 


of his croſs. No real objection can be made to ge- 
nuine Chriſtianity, conſidered in itſelf ; hut, on the 
contrary, it is calculated to cure man of all his 
diſorders, to deliver him from all the evils of his 


underſtanding, will, and affections, and thereb 2 


conſtitute him holy and happy for ever. That t 


Whieh prevents many from embracing, and bers 


from continuing in it is, chat it obliges them to ob- 
ſerve ſuch à method of living, as expoſes them to 
the ridicule. of irreligious men: for, becauſe they | 
do not run to the ſame; exceſs of riot, they ſpeaK 
evil of them. And that which hinders others from 
continuing is, that it ſubjects them to ſuch morti- 
fcations of body in the e of its fenſes and 


appetites, and reſtraints. in governing the tempers - 


and affections of the ſoul, that chile, throu gh 
grace, they are contracting new habits in 'reſpe& 12 
the one, and a new. diſpoſition in regard of the 


other, is a burden not eaſy to be borne; and, there- 


fore, they grow weary of the croſs, and caſt it off. 


Chriſtianity likewiſe obliges chem to fympathize 


with, and to bear the burdens, of their brethren in 
tribulation to take part with the oppreſſed, and to 
relieve the diſtreſſed, 8c... Hence, whoever would 
be truly religious, muſt be ſo in 9 to-all 
215 the . the fleſh, and 3 eo; 
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And. thety Shiny) ads contraty 8 A partly | 
oppreſſive; without a principle naturally calculated 
to counteract. and continue the oppoſition, aided by 
reſolution, exertion, and perſeverance, the affection 
for that Which is good Will fail, and che body will 
fink. for want of an in ward ſupportʒ the fear of 
man, ſhame, and other evils will enter; and, in- 
ſtead of continuing, the conteſt ere res: ap! 
Such will recede from the way of ſalvation.” a 
But charity, which endureth all things, is is . 
beſt remedy. for this inconſtancy; for it adds 
ſtrength and ſtability to the mind, and enables it 
both to encounter and overcome the greateſt in, 
culties; it keeps it firm to all parts of duty in the 
worſt times, and fortifies it agaiuſt all diſcourage- 
ments and temptations to the contrary. This WII 
be evident, by conſidering the three great branches 
of this virtue, viz. as it comprehends the love of 
God, our neighbour, and ourſelvesz in all Which 
we ſhall ſand firm W4 nene pon the'centre 


of charity. E We 


4h Len e God with gente er tations th 
ings, that may tend to promote his ; 
prevent his diſhonour. Love is Aa deere 


| and oy at nothing to pleaſe and enjoy the beloved 


And when it is fixed on God, the hi igheſt, 
beſt, ad nobleſt object, it will make all Jute 
pleaſant, and all difficulties eaſy. ' Yea, nothing is 
too great for it to undettake; and nothing toe hard 
to undergo; it is ſo far from ſhrinking in a good 


_ cauſe, that it flies to it, and triumphs over dhe s- 


lice: of the moſt. cruel perſecutors. The 
thanked God that they were accounted worthy to | 
ſuffer for him. The — — gloried in 

the eroſs, aud took joyfully the ſpoiling o their 
goods. And many, in modern times, by the help 
of his grace, N Tn ri ed e Wr the 
"os "ns T | YOON: ” cauſe | 
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miſchief, through its neglet ; and will endure wax 
temporal evil, to*prevent another's eternal miſc 
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ang not diſhonour pros g 4 78 pie duty oh 
Charity, likewiſe, as it ſignifies 5 wig of our 
aclphbour, endureth wy things; for it will not 
weary with well doing, but will perſevere and 
Wal nothing too great to be done for their good, 
No ingratitude or unworthy returns, will make cha 
ritable men repent of the good they have done; but, 


on the contrary, they will continue to caſt coals of 


kindneſs upon them, and ſeek to overcome evil 
with good. Love will pardon and paſs by many 
indignities, rather than they ſhould fall into greater 


It will ſpare no pains to reclaim a ſinner from 
error of his ways. In a word, lovers of mankind 
neglect no means, nor omit any opportunity, but 


willingly deny themſelves of eaſe, pleaſure, and 
profit, for the gond-of en! e. ee 


al things. 


That branch of charity n which relates to our- 
en teaches us to endure ching here, for 
eternal happineſs hereafter; it will not ſuffer us to 


ſhrink from our duty for fear of affliction, or to 


hazard our ſouls through too much tenderneſs to 
our bodies; knowing that theſe light afftiftions which 
are but for a moment, wor N r a far more ex- 
ceeding and eternal weight of glory. This grace helps 
us to laob not ſo: much ut the things that are ſeen, avbich 
are temporal; as at the things that are not ſeen, which 
are eternal. And as much as a moment comes ſhort 
of eternity, ſo far are the tranſitory evils of this life 
exceeded by the never fading glories of the next; 
for Which —— the, apoſtle reckoned, that the ſuffer- 
inge of this preſent life are not io be ere with the 
«glories: that. ſhall be revealed in ut. The 'worldlng, 
indeed, an the ſenſualiſt, who look no farther than 
tl 155 world, are ſo „ taken up with the t ftne 
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and vanities of it, that they will endure no hard- 
ſhip, and thereby raſhly expoſe themſelves to all, 


the. miſeries of another life, to avoid a. few dif- 


ficulties in this. Theſe miſtake their true intereſt, 


and happineſs; fondly preferring vain tranſitory 
pleaſures, above laſting and ſubſtantial joys, and 


purſue; the trifles of time, and totally neglect the 
weighty. matters of eternity. But charity will help 
us, rather to chuſe to ſuffer aſfliction with the people of. 


God, than to enjoy the pleaſures of ſon for a ſeaſon ; and 


 efteem the reproach 'of Chriſt greater riches than all 


the. treaſures of the world. 


Hence, in reſpect of the whole, charity is con- | 
ſtant, and can endure the ſharpeſt. trials; tis not 
like the light friendſhip of this world, fickle and 


uncertain, that varies with the wind, and is ſhaken 
with every blaſt; but like the poles of the earth, 
that remain ſtedfaſt and unmoveable. Thus it 
teaches us to endure all things for the ſake of Chriſt, 


and to adhere to our duty with an unſhaken firm- 


neſs and conſtancy of mind. Let us then, as good 
ſtewards of this grace, endure hardneſs, and per- 
ſevere. to the end in the love of God, our neigh- 
bour, and ourſelves. This will make us ornamental 
to our profeſſion ; ſhew, that it was not for loaves, 
but for love, that we commenced and continued 


followers of Chriſt. And, notwithſtanding, that a 


martyr's crown may not be the conſequence ; yet 
it may rank us among the glorious company of 


confeſſors, and raiſe us higher in heaven. 
V. 8. Charity never faileth : But whether there be 


prophecies, they ſhall fail; whether there be tongues, 


they ſhall ceaſe ; whether. there be knowledge, it ſhall 


ks away. The apoſtle in the four foregoing 
verſes, having deſcribed the nature of charity; here 
reſumes his ſubject, and goes on to ſet forth its 


excellency.. In the three firſt verſes, he prefers it 


above all the gifts of the ſpirit, in reſpect of the 


uſefulneſs 


: 


[62] 


uſefulneſs of it; Fee that the gift of tongues, 
of prophecy, of knowledge, of faith, of feeding 
the poor, and of giving the body! to be burnt, with- 


out it, profiteth nothing. — 


In the following words, he cher ſhews its ex- 


cellency, both from the perpetual duration of it, 


and from the tranſitory nature of all other things: 
charity ed 27's but whether there be prophecies, 
De. they ſhall vaniſh aw 

The worth and ex ve" OE of things, are eneral- 
ly eſtimated by the duration of them: Thoſe which 
are of a permanent nature, are prized proportion- 
ably ; and ſuch as ſoon decay, are lefs efteemed. 
| Now by this rule, the grace of charity will be found 
to exceed all other excellencies ; for it never fails to 
aſſiſt, encourage, and comfort us in this world, and 
will accompany to, and crown us with endleſs glory 
in that which is to come. 

Charity never faileth in this life; inafemach as it 
affiſts in Suffering long the evils and oppoſitions of 
men, with a patience and peace that is far more 
profitable and pleafant than the avenging them 


could be; in being Bind, to the evil and unthank- 


ful, by returning them bleſſing for curſing, and 
good for evil; by preſerving from envy, and cauſ- 
ing us to ſhare i in the comforts of another's conſo- 
lation; in ſuppreſſing all that pride and vanity which 
make men uneaſy both to themſelves and others; 
in checking all unſeemly, ſelfiſh, and paſſionate be- 


haviour, and putting a deceney into our words and 


actions, which is both graceful in itſelf, and uſeful 
to others; and by believing, hoping, and thinking the 


beft of all men, it endureth all things, and comes 


off more than a conqueror. 


But tho? the ſeveral branches of es be of 


Fes: uſe, and afford the moſt excellent and durable 


fatisfaCtion in the world-; yet the never failing ex. 


cellency ok it will be beſt ſeen in the world to come, 
for 
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for it will accompany us to heaven, and be a ſource 
of fatiafaftion- there 3 and, forafmuch as it wil 
never fail, it will 'perpetuate and make our pleaſures 
run parallel with the ages of eternity. Seeing then 


that charity will not ceaſe; this is an excellency 
with which all earthly things cannot compare ; for 


the wealth, honours, and pleaſures of this world are 
fleeting and momentary ; they ſeldom. are conſtant 
enough to continue with us till we die; but if they 


do, then we muſt part, and bid them adieu for 


ever; beyond that bound they cannot go. But 


charity goes farther, and leads us into the preſence 


ſures for evermore. l VA 
And as charity will aecompany us to the other 
world, ſo will it conſtitute the principal part of our 
happineſs; for heaven is not ſo much a place, as a 


of God, where there is fulneſs of joy, and plea- 


late We e, in the perfection of a pure nature. 
The happineſs of God, is in the infinite perfection 


of his purity ; and, therefore, the more we partici- 


pate of thoſe perfections, the greater degree 0: 
happineſs we attain to. Now there is nothing that 
gives us ſo near an approach to, and reſemblance of 
God, as the grace of charit 7 God is love, au 
he that dwelleth in love dawelleth in God, and Gad in 


him.” By this we become like him, being tranſ- 


formed into the fame image from glory to glory 3 
from grace to glory, which differ not in kind but 
degree. When we begin to loye God, and our 
neighbour for his ſake, then does our heaven on. 


earth begin; when Fe grow in grace, we approach 


nearer to God, and gr 


: dually advance to the heaven-- 
1 


ly ſtate, where charity will burn with a pure, ſtrong, 
and conſtant flame; for it will be the inſeparable 


glory of the ſaints to love for ever without decay. 


But whether there be prophecies, they Jhall fai ; 
whether 


whethes there be tongues, they Hall ceaſe ;. "whether 
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a there be knowledge, it All vaniſh « 8 The apoſtle 


here takes no notice of the riches, honours, powers, 


and pleafures of the world, being all too poor and 


periſhing to be compared with this excellent grace. 


The moſt fpecious accompliſhments on this fide re- 


ligion, are the gifts of the ſpirit, and the natural 


and acquired ornaments of the mind; and yet theſe 


come infinitely ſhort of the dignity and. duration of 
charity. 


Whether 8 be 8 they ſhall fail.” Pro- 


1 phecy, whether predicting future things or ex- 
pounding the ſcriptures, is a gift of great uſe to 


mankind; but it is not calculated for continuance; 


it terminates in time; and often expires before the 


lamp of life goes out. We are told, indeed, that 


ſome at the laſt day, will ſay, Lord, Lord, have we 


not prophecied in thy name, &C. But where charity 
is wanting, it will neither gain reputation, nor re- 
ward; and if they have nothing elſe to plead, they 
will be excluded as workers of iniquity. Prophe- 


cies then will fail. 


Whether there le tongues, they ſhall ceaſe. The gift 


of tongues was neceſſary in the beginning of chri- 


ſtianity, for propagating the goſpel to men of dif- 
ferent nations and languages; for without them 
the apoſtles could not have taught, nor the people 


bave learnt. And t hes for underſtanding the 
original ſcriptures, &Cc-ar 


_ eloquence and ornaments of language are likewiſe 


e {till neceſſary; and the 


uſeful to promote the belief of the truth, and per- 


— 


ſuade to the practice df it. But how uſeful ſoever 
this diverſity of tongues, &c. is in this life, they _ 
will ſoon ceaſe, and be loſt in eternal filence. 
Death will ſeal up the ſpeaker's lips, and his lan- 


* guage will for ever fail. In the grave there will 


be no voice; their. languages which coſt infinite 


care and labour to learn, and which perhaps were 


the pride of the ſpeakers, will be heard no more. 


N 
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| as heaven one language will prevail among all its 
inhabitants; and, probably ene that was never 
heard on earth. Hence hon as there will be no+ 
need, ſo there will be no uſe of diverſity of lan- 
guages, and different dialects. Therefore torigues- 
will ceals and be for ever ſilent. 17 . 
Whether there be knowledge, it ſhall vani away. 
By knowledge here, we are not ta underſtand the 
| knowledge of God and divine things; for this is 
a part of hater happineſs of heaven, where it will im- 
prove to tion: This is life eternal, ta know- 
thee the 0 5 7 God, and Feſus Chrift A thou 


haſt ſent. Yea, this is contained in, and muſt con- | 


tinue with charity: For we cannot love God, with-- 
out knowing him; and as we advance in the love: 
of him, we thall in the knowledge of him: So that 
this divine knowledge will not paſs away, but im- 
prove till it arrive to its utmoſt height in heaven. 
But the knowledge here intended, is of a ſublu- 
nary fort; the knowledge of arts and ſciences, 
worldly wiſdom, human learning, &c. which bee 
ing ſuited to, will vaniſh with e preſent ſtate of 
things. The knowledge which concerns the earth, 
can have no place in heaven. Therefore though 
it is neceſſary for this life, and may afford ſome 


 fatisfaCtion. to the rational ſoul ;, yet in heaven we . _ 


| ſhall be far advanced above 'carthly. things; and as 


there will be no need, ſo there will be no reliſh of 


them. There we ſhall have ſublimer truths to con- 
template, and purer joys to taſte 3, we ſhall behold' 
the brightneſs of the Lord, the wonders of that 
ſpiritual world, and whatever elſe we are capable : 
of, with eaſe, or with intyition. 

"Ins word; we ſhall there be'adyanced to the higheſt 
form in the knowledge of God, and the things that 
concern us; and then all our earthly — 


will be forgotten, and our imperfect knowledge be, 


: divine things. ſo ſwallowed up in the more perfect 
, G.3- ſight 
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n ht and ſeinſe of then: as, in effect, id more. 
Thus charity, which never faileth, ereells all the 
gifts of the ſpirit, which foon fee an en. 
This then ſhould teach us to prize this 5 
grace of charity, this pearl of great prize, which 
is worth the parting with all we have to purchaſe; 
for it will abide with us when all other things 
abandon us, and will be not only a fupport and 
ſatisfaction to our ſouls here, but a portion and 
comfort hereafter : and, therefore, tho? we ma 
wag covet: and labour for fome of the moſt neceſ- 
| fary gi gifts, = Ya we ſhould chiefly mind the more ex- 
cellent way, and walk in it, that we may for ever 
find reſt fo our fouls. From hence let us likewiſe 
learn, not to pride ourſelves in any of theſe ſpiri- 
tual gifts, for they will ſoon be gone; and it is no 
better than the folly of children to pleaſe ourſelves 
with what looks gay, but will ſoon vaniſh away. F / 
And as gifts will foon ceaſe, let us put them-to the 
| beſt uſe white we have them; let vs uſe them to, 
the glory of God, and the good of mankind. In 
this way they will turn to a good account; will be 
of exceeding great fervice to us when they are 
gone, in, the rewards which we ſhalt receive in 
eternity, fox the right uſe of them in time. Wiſe 
and happy then is that man, who contributes all. 
that, he can, to ſpread the knowledge. and hogour- 
of the Lord in the world, and to bring loſt ſinners. 
to their ſenſes, their Swibur, and eternal falvation !: 
This labour of love; the Lord will not overlook, 
but will reveal and reward in the Faſt day. Bleffed 
is the man whom” his Lord when he cometh thall 
nd ſo doing Now this is a leſſon which alf lovers 
of mankind who can contribute to the falutary pur- 
pole of ſaving fouls, ſhould willingly learn; in 
articular, all public diſpencers of the word of 
God; for no act of charity is comparable to that 
which conduces to convince and convert the igne- 
rant. 


t & 3 


rant and erring chitdren of men. The fruit of theſe 
labours, if ſucceeded. with ſalvation, will be found 
in the rapturous joy of thoſe on whom. they were 
wrought; and if not ſo ſucceeded, they will re- 
dound to the eternal excellence of the labourer; 3 
for every wiſe, well-intended, and faithfully exe» 
cuted deſign, will meet with the divine approba- 
tion and bleſſing. Who then would not labour to 
turn many to eee that he may ſhine, as 
the ſtars for ever! 

V. 9, 10, 17, 12. * abe —— in part, and x we 
| Pe Hoey in part. But when that which is perfect i ts 
come, then that wwhich-is in part ſhall be done ' away. 
When I was a child, I pale as a child, I underfload as 
a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, 
T put 2 ldifh things... For now wwe foe thraugh a 
glaſs, darlly; but then face to face: now I know in 
part: but 64 hall I knaw-as I am known. "Theſe 
words are intended to confirm the truth of what 
went before. In the preceeding verſe he had af- 
ſerted the duration of charity, and the ſhort con- 
tinuance of all ſpiritual gifts ;. and for a f of 
both, he adds, dor we know in part: ant we pro- 
aver in, part and fee through a glaſs darkly, Kc. 

— bv he uſes a double argument. to prove. his af 
ketten. 

The fiſt i is. nikon; from the imperfection of ſpiri⸗ 
pa: gifts, which being inconſiſtent with the ſtate of - 
heaven, will be done away when we come thither; 
for here we know and prophecy but in part, by 
"reaſon of which, he compares our preſent, condition 
with the ſtate of minority in natural life; when 1 
wag a child, I. ſpake, underſtood, and thought e as 
a child, His ſecond. aſſertion, is grounded up- 
on the different way of diſcerning ſpiritual ob- 

jets, here and hereafter. Now be ſee through a 
M aſs darkly ; but then face to face. Here we- cannot 

ye a ee and immediate * of divine de 
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but only fame images and faint, repreſentatiens ef 
them wg og Radiuc  reflexus languit, the 21 e 
turus not the object itſelf, but only the ſhadow and 
reſemblanee af it. From Which he infers, that 
when that which is perfect is come, that Which is 
in part will be done away; our imperfeck gifts, 
fight, &c. will give place to a more pęxfect ſtate... 
Ihe firſt glaſs in which the Lord and divine things 
may be:ſeen, is the warld.; the heavens declare his 
glory, and the earth ſheweth his handy Work: The 
mviſible things of him, even his eternal power and 
godbead, being clearly ſeen, by the things which 
appear. The heathen, could ſee the Lord in this- 
glaſs, the image and repreſentation of him being 
thereby ſeattered every where, But as they, fo we 
ſee him therein but darkly; for though ſome of his 
attributes, viz. bis infinite power, wiſdom, and 
goodneſs ſhine .con{picuoully; yet of bis, mercy, 
Juſtice, love to man through Chriſt, &e. there is 
not the leaſt ſign; fo that this is but a dark and im- 
%%% ⁰˙ð·ßtß ]i ²]11iͥQ/ ol. wt. 
The ſecond glaſs, is the word. But in this we 
diſcern. but darkly, compared with that brighter 
manifeſtation, which will be made hereafter., The 
diſcoveries-of Moſes and the prophets, concerning 
a Saviour, were but dark and enigmatical, vailed 
with types and ſhadows... And even under the goſ- 
pel, where theſe ſhadows are done away, the 
apoſtle confeſſes, that We ſee but darkly. Nor in- 
deed, does the ſcripture, notwithſtanding its bright, 
neſs compared with the creation, convey more 
than a dark diſcovery; for there only ſome ſem- 
blance of, and not the things themſelves, are ſeen: 
all the great things of which it treats, being behind 
the curtain, and not ſeen face to face. 
- The third glaſs, is that of a man's own mind; 
which is the cleareſt, and gives the moſt certain 
Ggn of ſupernatural things, It is the image of the 
| Almighty; 


. wm er re omen 
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Almi ghty in a more * 4 form chan is repre- 
lebte by the world and the word. The ſoul is the 
real image of God's ſpirituality, immortality, 
rationality and morality, © This then is the bright- 
eſt perſpective wherein ſpiritual things can be ſeen. 
And yet, alas! how little of the Lord is hereby to 
be ſeen. What poor manifeſtations have we of the 
divine nature and preſence, in compariſon of that 
clearer fight we ſhall have hereafter, when his 
eſſence will be more openly diſplayed unto us, and 


we ſhall be for ever in his preſence. Thus we ſee 


the imperfection and ſhort livedneſs of all eig 
| gifts, and the tranſcendant excellency of charity; 1 
Noa the apoſtle's intent in this, as well as in the 
former part of the chapter, is to ſhew the inſuf- 
ficiency of gifts, even thoſe of the beſt kind, and 
likewiſe to convince the Corinthians of cheir foll 
in affecting them above charity. He obſerved how 
ambitious many of them were of theſe things, not 
ſo much to promote the honour of God and the 
good of mankind, as their own praiſe. Therefore 
to check this vanity, he beats down their price, that 
they might leſs eſteem them. That prophecy, which 
is now but in part, will ſhortly fail: that tongues, 
though ever 10 much admired, will ere long be 
ſilenced; and knowledge, how plauſible and ſpe- 
cious ſo ever, will in a little time paſs away; and 
tlierefore to delight in theſe things, is but to ad- 
mire a ſhadow, 150 to ſet our hearts ke ad that which 
will ſhortly leave us. 
Hence it is eaſy to ſee the eſſential difference be- 


twixt the gifts and graces of the ſpirit; that the one 


is temporary and the other eternal. Indeed gifts 
have their uſe and excellency ; they are highly 
neceſſary for, and beneficial to mankind; and if 
applied to their proper purpoſe, are not only to be 
earrieſtly coveted here, but will be highly rewarded 
hereafter, Their uſe and end ſet them far _ 

e 
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=_ gifts of fortune, and give 2 luſtre that outſhines | 


all earthly glory. However it is grace only that 
gives them their uſe and excellency, without which 
they axe but greater advantages of doing evil; and 
therefore the apoſtle wills us above all things to 
follow after charity, and to defire ſpiritual gifts 
only for the good of the church. To whick's pur- 
poſe; he would have our hearts eſtabliſhed with 
grace, and our gifts directed by charity; for know- 
* of itſelf puffeth u ups but hints Sies. 
% V. 13. 2 th faith, Pa charity ; but 
the greateſt of theſe" is oil ng The chapter con- 
cludes as it commenced, viz. with the hi gheſt oo 
racter and commendation of charity. Tt he 
in the beginning had exalted it above all the 7 
— the ſpirit; which, notwithſtanding, tranſcend 

all earthly things. And here, to raiſe it to the 
higheſt pitch of excellence, by exalting it above all 
the graces of the ſpirit, he een 472; 3 ſome of 
the principal, and gives it the preference : And 
now apideth faith, hope, charity 3 3 bat the greateſt 
of theſe is-charity. 
Great and excellent things are ſpoken of faith. 
The author of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, in the 
eleventh chapter, aleribes all the memorable acts 
and virtues of the patriarchs and prophets; to the 
ſtrength of their faith. In the firſt verſe, he de- 
ſeribes the nature of it, ſtyling it rhe ſubſtance of 
things hoped for, and the evidence of things not ſeen : 
It makes future things preſent ; evidences their re- 
ality, and cauſeth us to be affected with, and to 
act in reſpect of them, accordingly; it gives us 
ſuch a rehſh of the joys of heaven, as makes us 
defire and feek them; and ſuch a ſenſe of the mi- 
ſeries of hell, as excites our care and diligence to 
avoid them, Hence we read of the eye of faith, 
by which we ſee things inviſible z of its hand, 
hereby to receive mercy and lay hold on e, 
; 83 
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Bfe; of its being! a thield,. to quench: altithe bery 
_ darts of the devil; and by it too, we are enabled to 
reſiſt all the temptations. of the world ; for bi. 
is the victory which overcometh the world, even our 
faith. And yet though faith be ſo eminent and ſu- 
perlative a grace, the apoſtle prefers. e ne 
it; for greater than this is charity. 

| Hope alfo is an excellent and uſeful. grace of 
God's ſpirit; which quickens in duty, and hel 

to carry us on with courage and comfort” in 
way to heaven. He that is animated with — 
hope of being for erer happy in heaven, will bear 
up under all difficulties in the way to it; he. will 
deſpiſe and abandon all that would obſtruct ſo 
glorious a viſion, and follow whatever tends to. 
qualify for ſo great a bleſſedneſs; for be that hath 
this hope in bim will purify himſelf, even af be ir 
pare. St. Paul ftyles it a helmet of ſalvation, and 
wills us to put it on, to ſecure us from fin. It is 
likewiſe called an anchor of the ſoul, to keep it 
from fluctuating, and fix it in a firm. expectation 
of glory. It is alſo ſtyled a lively hope, in as much 
as it quickens our endeavours, and brings us in the 


end to everkaſting lite. And yer gester Phan this, 5 
is charity. 
Now charity | is che fo and perſeQion, the top 


and eminence of all graces; for as all perfections 


centre in God, ſo do all graces in the love of him. s 


Love is of God, and every one that loveth is born of 
God, and knowerh- God : and if we love one another, 
God drelleth in us, "and. Dis. Lene ferfetted in us. 
Hence it is called the bond of perfetneſs.; it unites 
us to God and one another, and keeps all the parts 
of religion together; and therefore is the end of - 
| the commandment, as being that to which they all 
ne; 3. our * ban e ee ae TR 
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of God and man. Thus charity, conſidered f in it⸗ 


ſelf, is the greateſt, becauſe the moſt. comprehege 
ſive of all graces. inn 


'T. W 


But if we compare it with faith and hop pe, we - 


mall find, that in many reſpects it e both, 


eſpecially, i in the uſefulneſs iy duration . 


Firſt, charity is the moſt uſeful both in this life, 
and the next. As for the gifts of the ſpirit, the 
higheſt and beſt of them, without charity, are no- 
Ne worth; and as for the graces. of the ſpirit, 

all tend to and are completed in charity; 

— which, they would be but little better. 
Faith muſt work by love; otherwiſe though it 
were ſtrong enough to remove mountains, it would 
profit us nothing. The Hope of ſeeing God muſt 
iſſue in a preparation for it; elſe it will be but 
a vain and groundleſs preſumption: 80 that. theſe 
graces are handmaids in_nuuſtering. to charity, 
which is the end of al rack, and of th gon. 
mandments of Gd. 


Moreover, the a ine "of "Ji grace, e 


the other two, may be ſeen in the extenſiveneſs of 
the benefits of it. Faith and hope are, perſonal 
virtues, and principally concern ourſelves. But 
charity is an active, diſpencing grace, which pou 

its profuſions of good-will and bleſſing. upon al 


according to the extent of its influence. Nor 1 i 


its influence ſmall; it extends to all who are ca- 
pable of it, cn the community of mankind ; 3 
to all of hom, though it cannot (by thoſe in whom 
it dwells) miniſter in >perſonal way; yet it wiſhes, 


deſires, and prays for their proſperity. And Where 
its influence can be more extenſive, it imparts what- 


ever may tend to their profit ; for love is communi- 
cative, and ready to every good work: And there- 


fore being the moſt active and extenhve, it is the | 


* ae of all races. 3 
wn * and 


” K . Lo >. * * * * i 
EIS Or, Oy > <= 0 N : 


And the uſefulneſs of it extends not to this-life- 
only, but alſo to the next. Faich and hope, in- 
deed, are very eminent and uſeful here, for they 
help us to look beyond this world, and make us 
long and labour for the next; but len that comes, 
. will be of no farther uſe, and will for ever be 
done away. But charity will be our infeparable 
aſſociate to, and will be of perpetual ſervice in he. 
ven; yea it will be the principal ingredient of the 
happineſs of that place, which conſiſts in nee 
3 and all the bleſſed inhabitants of it. 
But the laſt, and the greateſt excellence of charit Ys 
is the continuance of it. Faith'and hope will cea e, 
when this life ſees an end; for faith being an evi- 
dence of things not ſeen, when they appear, it will 
diſappear 3 and hope, which is an expectation of 
them, will alſo ceaſe on their actual enjoyment, 
But in heaven, charity is an unchangeable grace; 
being the effect of a perfectly pure diſpoſition in- 
hering in the ſubſtance of an immortal ſoul; and 
having, in the time of probation, withſtood all the 
aſſaults of temptation and trial, and lived a life 
agreeable to God; it will, as che effect of gr d 
and faithfulneſs, be Confirmed in that nota 
and continue for ever. 'Thus we ſee the ſu 
tive excellence of this grace, above all the gifts _ 
aces of the ſpirit ; which is ſufficient to recom- 
mend it to the approbation, choice, and purſuit of 
all who pay proper regard to their foirteual and 
eternal intereſt; to all who would poſfeſs a pure 
and peaceable Mind, live in a N diſcharge 
of duty to God and man, be faved with an ęver- 
laſting ſalvation, and increaſe their crown of re- 
joicing. Happy then are they who ſo purfue as to 
find . 3 — diſpofition which produces this hea-. 


| eh *Happier who retain, and improve it 
gheſt pitch, _ live' the life of univerſal 


love, 
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beginning of time, the Ara of ſublunary 
things, God, by his almighty word, created 
the heaven and the earth, with all their hoſts aud 
inhabitants, He ſaid, let them be, and they were. 
But by a prior act, he formed the eletnents, airy 
.carth, * and fire 3 which, in their created 
condition, aos, or confuſed maſs, he ſe- 
parated, alte to each their reſpective pro- 
vinces. 

On the firſt day, he ſeparated ſo much of the 
** of fire, as gave light. This, it is proba» 
ble, was wide ſpread; —— from the incorporated 
fre in every part of the globe. Which not being 
compacted together, nor appointed to its ſtation, 
neceſſarily hovered near the ſurface. The ſecond 
day, he raiſed the rarified paſſive fixe; making it 
expand from the earth upward, and called it firs 
mament. This was to be the canopy of the earth 3 
a receptacle of exhalations; to ſeparate betwixt the: 
lower and upper waters; and to be the medium of 
action betwixt the higher and lower world. —FThe 
third day, he ſeparated the earth and water, ap- 
pointed their places, and fixed their bounds z and 
made and gave ny individual plant its particular 
form, and power of generation. — The fourth day, 
he made the ſun, moon, and ftars, and faxed them 

in their orhs, to give light to the earth in a more 
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and ſeaſons, days and - years.——The arch day, he 
1 made the fiſhes and birds, with a power to propa- 
ate their kind.— The ſixth day, he made erkekgi 
1 animals and inſects, and man to govern the whole. 
| Man, the laſt and beſt of beings; was created 
's according to the council and likeneſs of the Lord. 
| On this momentous occaſion, he ſaid,” Let us mate 
| man in our own image. Let us; the Father took 
council and acted in concert with the Son and the 
Holy Ghoſt ; the council | and decree being com- 
mon to and earried into execution by them all. 
Thus, in forming man, for whom all earthly things 
were formed, he had reſpect to bümfelf as the 
pattern. Hence, being the model after which he 
was made; the image of his effence, properties 
and perfections entered into man's compoſition 
that which was infinite in God,; was in miniature 
in man. The nature of God is ſpiritial, holy, and 
eternal. Its properties are wiſdom, power, goed 
neſs, '&c; And his perſections are of all that he 
is. The image of God in which man was made 
and whieh principally reſpected his foul, was {p< 
ritual in nature, holy in quality, and immortal in 
| duration.” And being intended (under God) to gov 
vern his own actions, and the world he male made 
for, he was furniſhed wich faculties and properties 
[| correſpondent: thereto; with a diſcerning mind; 


freedom of Will, and elf wiſdom, ſtrength, goodneſs 

1 Sec. ſufficient to qualify him for the tafle aligned: 

1 The matter of his body was the innocent and un- 
des gning elements, mixed and compacted together, 
and wrought into à curious frame; with appetites 
for; and foreible enough to compel him to ſeek-and? 
receive neceſſary fupplies of food; a power to dis: 
geſt and turn it inte blood and ſpirits, by whielv: 
the minuteſt parts of the animal ſtructure were nou- 
riſhed and ſtrengthened; and ſenſes which made it 
a fit 1 for * Tout to reſide in, being ga 
ne ASI pPuacitated 
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re any imperfection i in dane 2 


econduced moſt to his own felicity ; the image in 


which he was made being anſwerable to both. ThE 


conſtruction of his. body was inimitable touching 
the /ſeyeraliparts. and uſe of the whole. Erect in 


ſtature, poliſhed to perfect ſmoothneſs,” ſtrong, 28. 


tive, &. His ſoul was [pirit- and life; which is 
evident from the properties of 


in his kind; and in the 
SCE | 


knowing and willings - 


Sote powers of a ſpiritual li Its 5 
kty was complete, being ——— Come Ker 


the-holinefs of God. Sy ara 


2 A nne 


- "And: foralmuch as: his. — hot 


yhad 


did the Lord extibit:to ee oe Ss | 


cellent glory; his glorious nature and; attributes 


Out of nothing he formed all that is. For, if the 
elements were prior to the earth's ara, cher were 


not eternal. Out of nothing; not gut of hamfelf;; 
nor pre- exiſtent matter, he made them. And how 
various and complete are the ereatures c 
thoſe-originals} And 


furpaiſing wonder is it, that 
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| ſubſtance of their origin. And the 


S wiſe, they would net anſwer his pur 


colleßt matter oſ perpetual praiſe, thou madeſt man. 


2. 
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tn 1 
porated}a-ſpirit: of a. different texture, capable of: 


eonducting the whole machine; of providing fut 


themlelves,and anſwering excellent: purpoſes- for: 
their, maſter, man. And that in men, above the 
neſt, he formed a ſpirit qualifying him to contem- 
late his wanders of creation and providence 3 and; 
EK -2.. peculiar divineneſs of diſpoſition, to know, 
Jove, delight i in, and adore him for his excelleucies, 
and imitate him in acts of wifdom, truth, Juſtice, 
and. goodneſs. 41 
© thou-Moſt High, chou groatygoodycand-otere 
= God, whom angels and archangels, and all the 
heavenly hoſt adore} Thy works on earth praiſe 
thee ! They are full af thy glory ; thy gloriqus at- 
tributes ſhine. conſpicuouſly in them. How won+ 


derful 8 wiſdom, power, and eſs, and how 
Es r ares the effects of chem, in all 


ngs ! Their eſſences, ſtructure, manner 
of# vegetation, — are the memorials. cheręof - Net 
in things animate, they aze drawn in livelier co- 
Durs. From what ſmall. beginnings do their car- 
ures grow An animaleulas a feed is the. 
ſpirit with 
bich thou haſt-endowed: them, makes them ſer. 
wane; e the fons of men. Were they 
they wauldelude man's ſervice, and — not 


poſe. Be 
tween the extremes thou haſt fired: the buaunds of 
their. underſtanding, that they might miniſber to- 
thoſe intended to miniſter to thee. But thy glories 


fhine;brigineſt in him in whom animal and-angelie- 


naturas join. To contemplate thy works; and to- 


in the form:.of his animal nature, — wg oo "Ihe 
which, in the-centre of all his animal ſenſes, thou! 


 didi& place an intelligent principle, capable ef con- | 


verſing with the earth and heavens, duibahevah f 
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excellent purpoſe, and to pine brighter 


10 lays of thy glory; thou.didit conſtiture hig, 


vine diſpoſition of mind; able to hold ee 
— view: in a mental manner. So being pr 
eipled wth thy properties, aud; ſurrounded by _ 


 eflence, he knew, loved, and delighted in they; 


and like a drop in the ocean, mixing with ita nativa 
element, e pe u oh ae Be, HPP 
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to — for erer i this world, . 


— lay through -probation:; 'ohedience*+ or di 


obedience: was to determine his fature fates”: 16 he”? 


kept the commandment of God, he ſhould: eat —4 


the tree af: life, and live for ever; his earthly 

ſhoald become ſpiritual, and be tranſlated: . 
celeſtiab abode; where animal nature, rendered 
by its ſpirituality, would never wax old, 


rapturous delight, which reſults from purity; peace 

ol conſeience, the preſence and ſervice of God 

Unt, if diſobedient — the fruit of the pro 
_ TE 7 : hibited 
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| ger no decay, and enjoy all poſſible ſatisfactions. 
His rational and holy nature; like wiſe, enjoy that 
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bees he ſhould die; ſhould. be „ 
the. invigorating” fruit of the tree of life, and be, 
left to the decays of - a nature conſiſting of the ele- 
ments; which, by reaſon of their — oppoſition, 

neceffarily. tend to diſſolve the compoſition. Their 
ſoul tos ſhonld forfeit its principle; life, the, favour 
and-image of God: Peace and every feet ſenſa - 
tion of God's love ſhould he Joſt, and every temper 
and affection ſo changed, that knowledge. of, loye: 
to, and delight in God and things divine, be wholly. 
eradicated. Spiritual nature, by reaſon of its im- 
mortality, become completely and evexlaſtingly miſer- 
able throu the inherence of an evil diſpoſition 
and the diſplæaſure of God. Thas the whole man 
ſhould die; his body to this world, and his ſoul to 
God, and both to ho pe and heaven,” - A dreadful 
rexerſe . Nor did the ferfl pling Jong fende 
_—— ek pa : ng . 
2 0 be. rule 1 4. . 
to her huſband with her, and he —— Contrary to 
God's command, they took and eat. Satan, a Wily 
ſpirit, having loſt his place in heaven, became reſt- 
lefs/ in his atten againk God in ſeeking the- 
deſtruction of 1 — knowing: the, weakneſt. 
of.woman, and what i ſhe Wag fafceptib! "2 
ofy he-ailuke the eib een bn :Gilaych he 
pent, naturally more ſubtiſe tam amy beufl of the 
Pala inſpired by fatan, accoſted — Witk, Hazh . 


God fad; nat eat tres 
SW be bark, hf Fan Ty 47 yo hat 
ab r doth know : that in 


en d and ye fo 
„ 
tree was: good for fiod, and that it was pleaſant to 
the eyes, and a tree to e, dares 
took eat per ror eat Nerd 10. 
bor buſtand with her, and be did at. 
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vere deceived: And by reaſon of a ſpiritual nature 


fear and ſhame entered, the ground curſed for Bis 


1 


Their bodies, lke- graſs, becameT Tubje&t 

, were deſtined to'return to duſt: Po . Sf 
tue of the tree of life, was no more. Their mob | 
powers; their mind, Ain, and affections likewiſe 
were deprived of- their divineneſs, and rendered dias 
bolical ;-a- fair of ſatan by whom” 


running parallel with his own in point of duration; 
they were e lab bjected to a puniſhment of the fame 
fort with himſelf, in perpetual baniſnment from the 
Lord's preſence and che glory of his power. Of theſe 
conſiſted the death, they incurred by ebenen 
Nor did they fin and die for theinſelves only 


| Being caput gentis, the head of human kind, wont 


progeny were all inyolved; far in Adam all die 
Aecording- to their ſtate of exiſtence, which was 
ſeminal, they ſuſtained” the ſame loſs with their 
progenitors. Being wrapped up in the origmal 
parent, the defeckion of the one was, in ws 16% 
ipe&; the defection of the other. Sldnes: Tt Was, 
that all the world became guilty, corrupt, and mera 
tal: by one man diſobedience many avere mide fintierti\ 
80 was the work of God marred in his hands; his 
love and likeneſs were loſt, -acceſs-to him cut off, 


fake; the ſeaſons became“ inelement, the beaſts re“ 


bellious, heaven was forfeited, and man'baniſhe& -. 


paradiſe. O! how unlike the ſtate from -which* 


they fell! That was rich, and promiſing of all 
future — 3 lis wretched, holptcts;' and — 


leſs! 

©O-thdu} whoſe. e was perfect, as ſuch 5 
thyfelf; "whoſe judgment is unertring, didft approve: 
and pronounce, very good Thou madeſt man an 


LIFE AN 


image of thyfelf in underſtanding,” purity, and im- 
| — capable by his auimal ſenſes and rational 


ſpirit; of contemplating the wonders of thy rea- 


tion and 1 and by a ſameneſs and union 
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High, was ſuch as tt ou ou not 


tion and 
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with thyſelf in his Toul, of knowing, en s ind de: 
lighting in thee, and keeping thy commandments: 
But reaſon religionized, with which thou didſt en- 
due lich, and without which he could not ſerve 
thee, was choice; a power to chooſe or refuſe a 
conformity to thy commands. How then couldſt 


thou, without a compulſion inconbſtent with the 


freenefs of his choice, and the nature of thy com- 
mands, curb and keep him back from committing 
fin, when his choice was not to do thy will? To 

have over-ruled his will, would have been to contra- 
dict the law ol his nature and commands, and 


to render him unaccountable for his conduct: This 


thou couldſt not do, becauſe thou cbuldſt not err, 
or act inconſiſtently. His fn then, O thou Moſt 
: There- 
ſore no evil can be juſtly charged on thee for that. 
But why didſt thou involveralt future ages in hit 
fate? Lid all exiſt in, ſin, and fuffer with him 
Did the — of creation require this ? Or didſt "thou 
arbitrarily ordain it ? Was it becauſe thou didſt de- 
25 that if they ſinned in Adam,; thy 8on ſhould 
be their ſubſtitute to ſave them from t fin? Tea 
and from all their other ſins, Hany they di com 
mit, if they would depend on his merit, plend "e- 
awith'thyſclf, and improve it to their on part 
Praife. This, O thou who: art excel. 
zent in all ; was thy intent! A meaſure, full 
of eee and kindneſs | Hence, now, not- 


withſtanding that men have ſinned, they may be 
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5 miſe of a Saviour. The remote ſeed of the wos 
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1 ined human race, ſaves fr fi 

| I s from ſin, dea 

J : 2 Ls ou of the de ſtroyer comes Leere 1 
1 peculi deere woman, in this im ortant 
8 be in eſpouſed to he Her 


—— y 
pt ſeed ;. — deeauſe concei With 
1 En ons ene i Jefus Chriſt is that fi _ 


be ſpok 
ace z and, == 1 ark, ret 7 
— render the nature of his perſon.” 
di the cleareſt 'evidente' of his 


„Hence he is {tt ſtiled,” 


Golan Fare — too hig 


only with what is eri a eternal : "kk 


N x Who is, over all, God; » bleſſed for ever <*1 

- Being, 20ho was, ir, ani 7 i to come. The” 
W „is ſignißeant of a nature ona 
* „eve com ter and 
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a body was prepared, was both prior to and com- 


20 arable compoſition he was qualified to encounter 
| 


the ferpert”s head. By the ſerpent is to be under- 
| ſtood, fatan: The one being put for the other. 


PI ——— = a 


in his name. — Breaking his head, Lanibes de 
ing his power and defeating his policy; | 


a Tees, by the firſt offence, was fully done. The 
** devil, by conquering, according to the laws of war, 


ſom; which rendered him to mankind what: 
ſhould have been. Adam ſhould have — 


through fatan's temptation, and a defeQ-in his own 


title of Deus Feri, the e bed of this w 


t 8 7 
imolies ee exiſtence. That then, f for PAY 


patible with it. And a perſonal circumſcribed ſpirit 
— could agree with a contracted body It is like- 
wiſe of conſideration, in the diſcuſſion of this POIs 
to obſerve, that if the office of mediator was. 
formed in heaven (by Chriſt as God-man) before his 
aſcenſion, it was by his human ſoul acting in con- 
junction with his divinity. And to. ſuppoſe that 
nothing was done, in that reſpect, till his body was 
glorified, does not well conſiſt with the nature of 4 
perfonal. and perpetual mediatorſſiip. The con- 
cluſion then of his being God ud, man in one: 
Chriſt, is natural and neceſſary. which: income: | 


the difficulties, and diſcharge all- the duties, on. 
ſequent on commencing man's mediato r? 
"The ſecond thing to be conſidered, is r 


The ſerpent, through ſatan's inhinuation, deceived: 
Eve ; ; and, therefore, the form of puniſhment runs 


regard of what he did to Adam and * — 


claimed them as his lawful captives. But Chriſt, 
by aſſuming human nature, undertock their ran 


himſelf and all his dependents, (while tl ——— 
in him) from ſin, guilt, and death. But t 


diligence, he did not diſcharge. Hence, ſatan 
gained the aſcendency, and ſubdued the world to 
himſelf. He then 2 acquired his rt "of the: 


every 
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ger he. was not el * to remain i in peace: | 
"poſſeſſion : For as by difobedience” men incurred | 
death; 'Chriſt died that they might live: HII et 


death or every man, "that th roug death he might, Uo 


fir 1 Vim that Ms the Hower - af. death, that. by The 
devi 


Chriſt's death then being to ſatisfy the Juſtice of 


"OP for man's ſin; on his becoming ſubject there- 
deliverance immediately obtained. N it 

bp cba and his ſeminal ſeed; it is certain, were 
900 really or reverſionally from orginal fin and all 
its conſequences.“ Really, from what immediately 
concerned" them, and reverſionally, from what was 
remote 4 'By tht righteouſreſs of one, the Ws gift came 
on all "men "unto juſtification” of life.” This freed 


% 4 


5 their ſeminal fin; whereby the forfeited ta- 
vour of God, in that reſpect, was recovered. . This 


"vis hf fe. Wem the Tanke cauſe iſſi ued life OV 
* reſpected the moral ſtate of their mind: For "In 


Him af life; and that tife was the light An men; a 
light tohich enlighteneth every man that cometh inis the 
*noortd, This quickened Adam's corrupted foul, and 


ave him a power to ſeek and ſerve the Lord. The 


ame is" 3 to, and makes all alive,” that ſprifig 
Pte ons. This i is evident, from the ſtate pf 


thoſe who die in infancy; which being before they 
commit actual ſin, are certainly ſaved. But as that 


is the effect of being ſaved from original ſin; it in- 


fers, that they are delivered both from the guilt 


Ane tutpitude of it. And it being as: neceſſary to 
be 0 Laved, in order to ſerve the Lord, in this life; 
"doubtleſs" the living are as highly favoured 25 the 


dying. Ad as in Adam all died, in bod y; ſ in 


4Chri 1/4 Bll all, at the reſurreQtion, be” "made: alive. 
i _ r | ©. 35 Thus x 
(4 2s ô—7— I big 2 | Fo 


6% Bora, hyone man's tifobediciice, * "ng? the hilifevte. of 
| were made ſinners, ſo by zhefobedience of 


by 998 wt the a0 ( 2% D de made righteous. Rom. v. 19 | 


dam from the guilt of his actual, and Ris fed 
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: i 
K * Thus ke ts kia: was di al hs * 
; | WA, vantage. gained over mankind by original ſin, ſhall 
14 be for ever done away. The moral ones are already 
N removed; and the natural ones will be finally loſt 
. at the reſurrection, and renovation of this curſed 
1 world. Death, the laſt enemy, will then be flain, 
| Wl and all will live for ever. 'The earth will be purged 
4 Wi of thorns and thiſtles and every noxious thing, and 
4 Id rendered habitable of beings ſpiritual and holy 
11 The hoſtile heavens will dere placid; bowie, "g 
nt thunder, forked lightning, and clouds burſting wit 
1 8: water, will be no more: There will be pew beavers 
by | and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteauſneſs. Of 
"1 what then has the tempter to boaſt ? Where are 


the ſpoils he has taken? They are plucked: out of 
his in The laft evil EN of that fatal day, 
will ſoon diſappear. 
But the feed of. the woman. in his mediatorial 
undertaking, breaks the ſerpent's head, as well in 
regard of actual as original ſin. The firſt wo * 


—— 
8— — 
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1 atoned for and taken away; all men were reſtored 
to the Lord's favour, and by the grace of his ſpirit 

W 7 rendered capable of doing his-will, and, thereby, 

| il of continuing in that condition. But, notwit 


ſtanding, they are capable of committing Gin; 3 


. . — a 2 
i rs 2 * 0 q * © — —= : _ 


'T WW - which, when guilty of, become ſubject to ſuffer 
Li | the vengeance of eternal fire : For the wages of fin, 
11 is death. From which condition, it is as impoſſi- 
11 ble to redeem themſelves, as to create a world. 
TW 3j£ Merit, for what is amiſs, man has none; none 
| | nl that can deliver him from debr, death, and damna- 
28 tion. But Jeſus Chriſt, in coinpalkion! to finners, - 
7 i offered himfelf a ſacrifice for the fins of the whole 
1 100 world. Hence, pardon, a new nature, and hea- 
| 1 ven are now attainable, are free for all who will, 
þ ö in the uſe of appointed means, obtain them. And 
this ſacrifice is not only neceſſary for all ſinners, 
It bg there iz none beſide: For other — can 


no 


* 
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no man lay, than Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe blood alone 
Gdeanſesifrom-all Gn.: . de aud 
' Gracious. God, thou. haſt done all things well! 
How marvellous is thy work of redemption, as 
well as of creation | To deliver men from their 
diſaſtrous condition, from all the effects of Adam's 
offence, thou didſt depute thy Son to be their ſuf- 
fering ſubſtitute. And his precious life was poured 
out to appeaſe thy wrath for that. firſt, - original of- 
fence. So didft thou reſtore all the ſeminal ſeed of 
the firſt parent of men to a ſtate, in which, if they 
live and die, they will dwell with thyſelf for even; 
for of ſuch, thou haſt ſaid, thy kingdom conſiſteth. 
But how great was thy kindneſs in giving him to 
ſuffer. alſo for actual evil! Alas! notwithſtanding 
deliverance from the firſt evil, if every individual 
had been left to ſtand or fall by his ſinleſs or ſinful 
life, how few had been ſaved! But having received 
ſlatisfaction from thy Son for whatever fins ſhould. 
be committed, thou canſt now be juſt, and yet 
juſtify the ungodly; yea, forgive many offences as 
well as few, and glorify. the forgiven offender for 
ever with thyſelf. © This, O Lord, is. thy doing, 
the pure fruit of thy benevolent affection! What 
favour then canſt thou refuſe? Surely. thou who 
gayeſt thy Son, wilt with bim freely give all things? 
And if ſo great thy benevolence to ſinners, What 
will thy complacential affection do for ſaints? What 
good thing, in earth or heaven, wilt thou with-- 
hold from them that love thee? All that thy good- 
neſs can give, and their capacity contain, thou wilt 
freely confer. How great then, O Lord our God,, 
thy goodneſs to the children of menl 
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86 ENES18, Chap. vi. Ver. 3. 


: N Ty ſpirit 285 not always 988 _ j 


" ATHER, Son, and Spirit a are thee ions 
| Lin one Lord. In relation to mankind, they 
dave their diſtin offices; the Father creates, the 
Son redeems, and the Spirit ſanctiſies. 2 
The Son by redeeming with price, and reſtorin 
with power, all mankind to a capability of ail. 
charging their duty; made it poſſible for them to 
live in all good conſcience here, and be crowned 
with glory hereafter. This was the firſt noble ef- 
fect of his paſſion. But the Antideluy jans, con- 
trary to the principle of grace planted in their 
Hearts, the inſtructions of Providence, and other 
means calculated for their continuance in well- 
doing, ſinned againſt Gcd, themſelves, and others. 
Aud God jaw that the evickedneſs of man was great in 
the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts 
of his Br evere only evil continually. All flefb 04 
corrupted his way upon the earth, and the earth vun, 
filled e0i7þ Sx, All feſh—all the ſons: and 
daughters of men. Had corrupted his way—the 
"way of the Lord, that which he had made known 
to, and commanded them to walk 3 in, in reſpect of 
religion and righteouſneſs. The way of religion, 
it is highly probable, they corrupted by idolati 
and ſuperſtition; and the way of righteouſneſs by | 
violence, injuſtice, and every other ſpecies” of 
Wrong. 
To this deplorable condition they had . 
themſelves (partly) by too eager a purſuit of, and 
attachment to, the things of time and ſenſe. Thoſe 
bas * Ole 
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whoſe: religion titled them. ſons: of God, ſaw the 
daughters of men, that they were. fair ; and they toast 


"them avives of all which they choſe. The daughters of 


men were the deſcendants of thoſe who had forſas- 
ken the true God and corrupted themſelves. _-. 
The daughters had copied the example 2 their” 
fathers, and their hearts were darkened. the 
| fair Atheiſts became a ſnare to the ſons + x God. 
g connected with them by ties of a temparal 
kind, they ſoon became like them in what cops - 
eerned their minds. Having, 15ved their perſons, 
they. learnt. their ways; 3 And of ſons of God, com- 
menced the ſervants of n. Thus the good, mixing 
with the bad, the wholly body of men was cor-- 
rupted. Ven, to ſuch a pitch of impiety did they 
arrive, that not only all the inhabitants of the — 4 
(ſave Noah and his family) were corrupt, but they 
were ſo in the higheſt degree: Every imagination 5 
of tbe thoughts of their: hearts, were only evil cuntit 
Nez e Every imagination; the motions of their 
ds were all and only evil; none differed from 
andther in.quality:.or kind, having. no mixture of 
good. And, they were continually ſo ;. there was 
uo interval of any : thing ; elſe, no happy moment 
E any thing pleaſing to God, or profita- 
dle to man. And the earth was: filled. with violence. . 
A foe to God was never true friend to men; that 
heart which is not ſubject to him, is an enemy to 
the true intereſt of them. They were violent op- 
poſers and oppreſſors of each other: Like the wolf 
_ fot rapine, and the fox for wiles, purſuing. and 
purſued, each others Pre: This Was: their 9 | 
ral chara cer. | 
nd Notwithitanding, the ſpirit of” God ſtrove with, 
them. God, who willed not their deſtruction, 
Was long -ſuffering and abundant in goodneſs. He 
not only permitted them to ſurvive their ſins aud 
ens che EN due to NO wh took ſuch 


: L, methods 
wi 2h 2 2 T 


[ go 0 
methods as were beſt calculated to reduce them to 


a ſtate of obedience: his ſpirit ſtrove with them. 
His ſpirit. is the Holy Ghoſt, whofe  ofhee it is to 


* 


help the infirmities the Mind. He ſtrove with 
Bein by his immedlate operation on their hearts; 
reproving them for their fins, and exciting them 
to repent and turn to God; pointing out their dan» 
ger, and Mewing the way to eſcape it. | Likewiſe, 
e=eczately, er by means accompanied with the 
energy of the fame ſpirit; whether providencesz 
preaching, or whatever elſe he made uſe: o. 
© But-ſo great was the moral infatuation of thoſe 
men, as to render abortive erer good beginning 3: 
and, therefore, he faid, my ſpirit all not always 
frrive with man. Long and largely had he Ariven 
with them. But, at laft, he limited them to 1 
years, beyond which ate time of trial ſhould _ 
continue. Wickedneſs had fo far prevailed, that 
hie determined to put a period to it, if they did 
not repent; by a general deſtruction of them. 
Vet by granting them a greater reſpite, lie diſco-. 
vered how difagreeable- it was to deſtroy them; for- 
he hath no pleaſure in the death of a ſinner. But: 
this reſpite from death and deſtruction, was inef- 
fectual. Though Noah was a preacher of righte 
oufneſs, and publicly pre pared- the ark, and there=-. 
by apprized: them of appr roaching danger; J yet all: 
was. loſt upon them, inaſmuch as their wiekedneſs 
| continued and increaſed. But few who: lived tilÞ 
N the time of the flood, were worthy to eſcape and 
| be numbered with righteous Noah. He and his fa- 
mily only-entered the ark. All the-reſt, by con- 
tinuing obſtinate, were ſwegt away. A dreadful: a 
; deſtruction! 
; It is probable indeed, that the flood, which was. 
| gradual, and ſo gave ſpace for repentance, was 
more effectual than the preaching of Noah. This, 
g a8 2 matter of OT, —_ the agency of the- 
= ſpirit: 
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ſpirit of Chriſt; had a moral effeck. By: this iin 
Be preached to the. ſpirits in priſon ; vieh ſometime 
ere diſobedient, When the Tong-/1 ufering of God waited 
in the days of Noah. Pill the flgod came, they Were 
difobedient. But when that began to incloſe them 
us within the walls of a prifom; (the fame. ſpirit 


ſtill ftriving'with them) it is probable that ſome re- 


pented, turned to God, Kc. and, therefore, tho 
they were fudged like men in the 12 for their ſins, 
by that terrible temporal untimely death; yet * 
lived, by being ſaved from their bins, according 10 
God % the ſpirit. l 

And now granting that ſome: of thoſe Aifobedi. 
ent were; after all, ſaved from ſin and hell; how 
much better was it for Noah and his family to be 
obedient; and thereby to be faved from the flood as 
well as from future wrath ? In like manner, if 
ſome now, who have long withſtood the efforts of 
God's word; providence, and grace, are, at laſt, 
ſaved from fin through the inſtrumentality of ſome 
fore aftiQtion. What is that compared to an early 
Rate of mind, which qualifies to-cenform to the 
Lord's ebam and thereby to glorify him, do 
geod to men, and by both to lay up treaſure above? 
Surely none can be too early in a good thing, dv. 
too much for the honour of Ged, the advantage of 
others, nor be too happy i in heaven. | 

If then ſalvation were ſure to thoſe who live long : 
in ün ; (which-yet it is very far from) how great; 
notwithſtanding, would be their Toſs both here and 
hereafter! The want of that happineſs which flows. 
from the life of God in the'ſoul, and refults from 
his ſervice, is what all the profits and pleaſures of 
this world cannot ſupply; and the loſs: of that re- 
ward in glory, which a life of ſervices and ſuffer- N 
ings ſor the Lord give a e to e 1s alſa 
eregefling OR. TONE : 
 Moreovery. 
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 ;Motgorer, when the are awakened: to a be 
Pe, evil of ſin, and their on extreme 99 Fi, 
tongue cannot declare the terrors with whit 
are tormented, when, aſter living long, they lind 
they have only lives ill. Alas, when the horrors. — 
2 a guilty heart take hold: of. them, all the plea-- 
ſures of fin are loft, drowned in that depth of di- 
ſtreſs. And when the fearful forebodings of hell, 
which are inſeparable from guilty. ſouls, dhe that 
their damnation does not Renger they find no 
conſolation from a reflection on paſt pleaſurable 
practices. 80 fruitleſs of good i is ſin to the ſinner 
When it is paſt, and when he is ready to periſh. 
Then, if a thouſand worlds would undo what he 
Bas done, he would freely part with them all. He 
| then that would ſee good days, let him turn early 
to the Lord, that his iniquities may not increaſe, 
23 that in old age he may not have the burthien 
and curſe of a guilty conſcience, nor. che direful 
forebodings of damnation. a 
But a long continuance in ſin, 1 ſucs.. 
ceeded with theſe only, but alſo witir à far worle 
evil; for, as the decree of God is; that his ſpirit 
ſhall not ahvays ſtrive with man; ſo if the ſinner 
be forſaken of God before he die, his damnation 
is ſure. And who is the Lord's counſellor; to 
whom has he told the preciſe time, or period of 
his ſtriving 2, Are not all men, in this xeſpect, 
equally. ignorant ? It may be long or ſhort, run 
parellel with life or be but for a time. Seeing then 
that the time of its continuance is uncertain; thoſe 
who defer to obey that divine monitor; in refuſing 
to repent and reform, while the day of grace en- 
dures, will find the dreadful] effects. of it for ever. 
Then, great as the evil of the want of good; bf a 
guilty 98 and the forebodings of deftruc-. 
tion are; they will-be found but little compared 1 
vith what the damn'd. endure. | | And more than 
N probable 
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88 it is, chat many, very many of the Anti- 
deluvians were deluged 1 in a ſea of eternal ſorrows. 
And many, in every age, it may confidently be 
believed, who deferred their repentance till the laſt, 


were brought 3 into the ſame unhappy circumſtances! 


Then the wretches began to roar for the diſquiet- 
neſs of their ſouls z when hell had taken bold of 
them, their repentings kindled. But, alas! it was 
too late to preſerve iter from periſhing. Had they 

been balf as heartly concerned while the day of 
grace endured, it is more than probable, yea, it is 
certain, they had been preſerved from going down 
to the pit. ' But it is the unhappineſs, the folly, the 


madneſs of men to be leaſt concerned about matters 


of the greateſt concernment. Any earthly thing; 

however trifling and foreign to their affairs,. is ſut- 

ficient to engage their attention; but whether they 
fin or ſerve God, be in a ſtate off condemnation or 
ſalvation, be going to hell or heaven, they will not 
be at the leaſt pains to make any proof of. 80 
without any ſenſe of their ſoul, they ſpend their 


time as a tale that is told, Hence, though all know 


and acknowledge that they muſt die; 12 few, very 
few, either know or. care what will be the ar 


quence.. And ſome, to deceive themſelves with à 


better grace, buoy themſelves up with a falſe and 
fooliſh hope of besen. While others dare the 
damnation of hell, by ſaying, if it be their place 


and portion, they {hall not be alone, they ſhall have 


company. But is ſo weighty a matter to be thus 
trifled with? Who would ſo riſk their health or 
fortune? Mad then, intirely mad, is that man or 
woman who ſo. lights the concerns of their ſoul! 
But their madneſs will be detected; for when death, 


the king of terrors, takes hold By them, the will | 


be as faſt as the men in the flood. Death has a 
2 ſtrong hand; arreſts the ſinner; Hays him low, even 
10 the ground. None can withſtand | its . 3 it 


is 
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is a ſnare, a gin, a trap, into which all muft fall, 
and from which none can eſcape. Ts this then the 
end of all living ? It is. To this all attend. The 
great, the wiſe, the gay; the proud, the paſſionate, 
the profligate; the covetous, the prodigal, and all 
other orders, nations, and ages meet here as at 
their common home. What then is life? Alas! 
how ſhort, and how ſure to ſee an end! And oh! 
the circumſtance of uncertainty, which attends the 
continuance of it! An hour, a day, a year, ſeven, 
or ſeventy years, & c. may be its bound. And 
what ſucceeds ? An eternity of time and of tor: 
ments. Of torments which neither tongue can fully 
tell, nor pen deſeribe; a guilty conſciente, fire and 
brimſtone, an angry God, blaſted hopes, dark deſpair, 
fearful lookings-for, devils and damned ſouls for aſ- 
e „ſhrieks, howlings, weeping, wailing, gnaſh- 
ing of teeth, and, in one word, the damnation of 
hell! And for what will men plunge themſelves in- 
to this perdition ? Is the pleafure of the ſenſes and 
appetites of the body, or the paſſions or deſires of 
the mind, enough? Dear bought pleaſure which. l 
| coſts the lofs of heaven and the gaining of Reif! 
But how much better te gain the heavegly in- 
| heritancs! And'is the whole of life, whether ſhort 
or long, too much to ſpend in contracting a. taſte 
for eternal Joys? O who would not beat all poſſible 
pains, to acquixe a qualification for a comfortable 
eternity! Ho much expence of labour are many 
at for the poor ſhort lived comforts of this» life, 
Were men as aſſiduous for their ſouls as they are for 
their bodies, they would ſhine in the graces and 
fruits of the ſpirit here, and as the ſun in glor by 
hereafter; |. Happy then are they, who by a wie 
uſe of time and talents, put on the Lad. Jeſus 
Chriſt, by the renewing of their minds l - Bleflet 
are che people who are in ſuch a caſe. Their hea- 
ven is begun below : Here they have a taſte of * 


" 
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af} (RAY and "ES * will have the fultefs. God 


is their God, angels their ſervants, and heaven 
their future home. Hence a few more labours of 
love, and they will be gathered into the heavenly 
inheritance, Where they will vie with angels in 
n bleſſing, and obedience. And accard- 

g to their Faithfulnefs here, they will rank in 
1 there. Every order will be hol and happy 
but the greateſt inſtruments of the Lord's praiſe, 
and the moſt profitable in promoting the ſalvation: 
of men, will ſhine the bri Fees” Bleſſed then are 
they who, by 1 in FL NM Iu for 
| fs and e 155 n 
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ROMANS, Chap. x ver. 1. 


ee, you IA To bretbren; 55 1 tem mercies 
. God, that bs raed, your; bodies a 2 


a | His. * 8 Se A e of 
dhe bleſſings ſpecified in the proceeding part 
of che epiſtle, points out the returns to be made 
kor them; and ſo is excellently calculated to pro- 
mote  praflical religion. In indating of Which 1 


1. Oker 3 beben of the mercies. FE 
77 . Obſerve what it is to preſent our bodies 
* 


0 
* 1 TY" 4 
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| A fleing ſacrifice, Kc. And, 3+ make ſome uſe +4 


the whole. Ane 


I. And firſt of che mercies of God. Mercy v. as 


an attribute of the Deity, is oppoſed to his jultice; -. 


and, as a bleſſing vouchſafed to finners, is the re- 
verſe of his wrath. 

Wrath is the effect of God's juſtice againſt af. 
fenders. The ungodlineſs and 1inrighteouſneſs of 
men, are the objects of it. Ungodlineſs is a con- 
trariety to the commands of the firſt table of the 


Jaw, and unrighteouſneſs to thoſe of the ſecond. 
And theſe comprize all that is required, being a 
compendium of all the commands | ch as 2 rule 
of life and of judgment. 


Hence, being the rule with which the conduct 
of all ſhould eorreſpond ; in whatever ſenſe, and 
degree they are oppoſed or come ſhort of, wrath is 
incurred. Sin is a tranſgreſſion of the law ; ; there- 
fore it is impoſſible to violate it, and be guiltleſs. 
And according to the degree of diſhonour done to 
God, or injury to man, or both, guilt is proportion- 
ed. Yea, the nature and circumſtances of fin bein 
attended to by him who judgeth righteouſly x the 


amore heinous the one, and aggravated the other, 


the greater is the wrath of God. 7 
But foraſmuch as ſin is incapable of ſuffering, 


| wrath more properly points at, and is predicated of, 


the ſinner. An act, whether temporal or ſpiritual, 


wanting free agency and accountableneſs, cannot be 


cenſured, nor ſuffer the vengeance of eternal fire. 
Hence the effect is put for the cauſe. Man is the 
cauſe z and, therefore, the object of wrath. Yea, 
the proper and principal cauſe ; for though many 
things may concur and contribute their aſhſtance; 
yet having no authority to command, nor power to 


compel, their influence over and energy in his 


actions, are only ſuch as he ſeeks or ſuffers them to 
have. 80 being the principal eſſicient of what is 
performed, 


= 
* 


2 
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performed, he is proportionably accountable an 
And this wrath is revealed from heaven; God, 


Who dwells in heaven, has made it Known on the 


Earth; it is become. conſpicuous to all creatures. 
So many are its tokens, and ſo conyincing its evi- 
dence, that the dulleſt and moſt obdurate, receive 


bonne impreſtions from it, ie io revealed in lade. 


ments: He made it manifeſt in puniſhing, the An- 
_ tideluvians with a flood; in burning Sodom and 
Gomorrah; and cauſing the earth to ſwallow up 
Korah and his company. It is exhibited alſo in 
the threatnings of his word, having repeatedly de- 
clared, that the wicked ſhall be turned into hell. 
Ihe conſciences of men are likewiſe acquainted 


> 


with it: Cain, Manaſſah, David, Judas, Peter, and 


all that have ſinned, have, more or leſs, been ſen- 
ſible of it. A court is erected in human hearts, at 


the tribunal of which they are tried and condemn- 
ed. That ſpirit of judgment which preſides over 
the whole earth, and takes cognizance of every 


creature, awakens (when conſcience is aſleep) to a 


ſenſe . of, and condemns for ſin. Thus, and in 
many other Ways, is wrath rev ealed. 38,40 41 pe 


An aggravating circumſtance of which is, it is 


the. wrath,of God, The wrath of a King, is terri- 


ble. But how much more to be feared is this 


than that] God is a conſuming fire. What fire is 


to human fleſh, his wrath is to an immortal. ſpirit. 


Ie will render all who continue expoſed to it, com- 


pletely and everlaſtingly miſerabſe. Its greatneſs 


is inconceivable. The moſt terrible things in na- 

RY | t 4.4 n | 

ture are the figures under which it is repreſented, 

and all fall infinitely ſhort. of a full deſcription. 

But guilty conſciences, and other calamitous thin 
guuty 


though but faintly deſcribing. its fulneſs, yet fuß. 


ciently ſhew its intolerableneſs. Forafmuch then 
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'Iineſs; and thereby giving a right to, and a g 


penſation of mercy. 


E 
l 98 J 
tr e enn See Des e 
as rndignation and wrath, tribulation and anguiſh are 


* every one that doeth evil, mercy is thereby ren- 
dered indiſpetifably  neceflary. A reception of 
which, * delivers from fin and wrath, and all their 
„ / en 
The 1 God originate in the paſſion of 
Chriſt; his death rendering him propitious to men, 
God 4wwas in Chrift reconciling the world to himſelf, not 
imputing their treſpaſſes ; For he hath. made him to be 
fin for us who knew no fin, that we might be. made the 
righteouſneſs of God in him. Mercy and juſtice are 
contrary and incompatible. Juſtice in extreme, 
leaves no place for, mercy., And in extreme it 


- muſt have been, if not ſatisfied by the ſufferings 


of Cue e 
Yhat he” might bring us to Ge. 


The procuring cauſe of mercies then being the 


fufferings of Chriſt ; their nature and number in- 
clude all the good things conferred on mankind ; 
particularly, after committing fin. No longer than 


man can fay, he has not ſinned, will juſtice be his 
defence, nor, in the way of it, can he receive any 


good thing. As ſoon as perſonal fin takes Place, 


conſequence of Chriſt's atonement for original fan, 
and is cut off from alegal right to all other Vieſſings 
Hence every future benefit muſt come in the way 
"of mercy. Patience in bearing with their beha- 
viour ; long-ſuffering in lengthening out, the thread 


e forfeits the favour to whick he was reſtored in 


of a forfeited life; quickening when dead in in; 


. 


forgiving what is paſt; renewing the. heart in 


fication for, heaven, are ſome of the many ble 
fings youchſafed to ſinners, according to the 


2 7 WO Yr . n Mott 
' God, who defireth not the death of a ſinner, 


does not ſoon execute his wrath. His patience in 


bearing with and granting a reprieve, are conſpi- 
8 cuous: 


I 


0 


* 
V / ; 
mY 


euous.: M ultigudes being permitted, to live, as long 
as age, infirmities, exceſſes, and other things con- 


tributing to contract life, will allow; He is „ang 


. 


Suffering, not willing that any ſhould periſh, but that 
ut ſhould. come to repentance. Hence, mercy, thus 
penced, is the ſupport of all that have finned : 


_— 


And when, by regeated wickedneis couſcene 


becomes (callous; when every beam of, religious 


dence, did not prevent. But herein he is abun- 


FEE 


the thoughts of death and Hell, rendering the 
things o 

and convincing that true reſt can only be found 1 
God the centre of immortal ſouls : No | done! ts 


+ 4 AF 


_copfiſtent with the freedom of the will is left un- 


Maped. And when: theſe are attended to, con 


Eubred with, and uſed according to the intendell 


Purpoſes of them, they are ſucceeded with greater 


*F 


| effect" it, will not caſt him out when he comes: 
A — 8 „ 2 . K 2 Wh £ N ? * For 
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211d better. He who wills and waits for man's re- 
turn, and contributes all that he conſiſtently. can to 
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For 155 4 e“ man 3 a 
neſs, he ball ſaue his foul al ib. | 
8 ul e adn which is is nent in n order, 
Andi 8 abfolutely neceſſary to be received, viz. the 
merey of forgiveneſs : Which is given to all who 
with a penitent and believing heart, contend for it. 
The Lord, who knoweth their wants, and ſympa- 
thizeth with them, will ſave. © Sinners labouring 
under a ſenſe of their complicated guilt, cannot la- 
bour in vain, if they faint not. Come unt me all 
ve that labour, and are heavy laden, N I will; give you 
Toft, | is his language. And how ſafely may they 
depend on his word, who cannot lie! The — 
may loofe their brightneſs, and tlie earth be re- 
moved out of its place, but the truth of God's 
Word cannot fail: 1 he that OR ſhall ne- 


| ver, Be confounded. 7 4 5335/2) 08 


This merey was Elkton one and made 
Anden to, the Romans; they witnefled the bleſ- 
Wt of the man whoſe iniquities are 1 7 . = 
whoſe ins are covered: For being ' juſtified b 
"they had peace evith God. through. our Lord ef 
. Nor was this the privilege of the wir in 
people only; ; all ages, nations, and orders of men, 
behieving according to the light of their diſpenſa- 
tion, are favoured with it: For 10 him give all the 
1 witneſe, that through his name whoſoever be- 

*ieveth in him, ſhall receive the remiſſion of inc. All 
o whom' he is explicitly preached, or otherwiſe 


made known; by believing in him, obtain this be- 


"nefit as the fruit and proof of their faith. This 
Is; evident from the diſpenſations of God reſpecting 


Ates and places, which have been very different, 


and yet anſwered the ſame ſalutary purpoſe, to all 
Who properly uſed them. Enoch, Abraham, Mo- 


tes, Paul, len are W of Phat FORM were, 


4 And 


* 4 $2: os 


\ 


F d 4 


1 * all might have been, under their reſpec: 
tive diſpenſations. 

And this, which is. conſequent. on 1 believing, 1 
| conſpiougus to: the; behever ; and, 38 the fruit 
aith, ſerves.to- diſtinguiſh it from unbehef. 

ſcious unbelief is evidenced. by , guilt, fear,” Ra 
ſhame, Which are ſure ſigns of fin and the di {pl La- 
ſure of God. Faith is exhibited. by ſigns ofa ai i 
milar nature; pardon, peace, and joy having" an 
inſeparable connection with it. 11 
'\of zh £4: all the ſenſes of the ME. partic ate : t 
taſtes the loving kindneſs of the K in the Ktis- 
action ariſing from a ſenſe of his mercy; | fees bis 
falvation in a deliverance from guilt and the for- 
bodings of future wrath; hears the melodious found, 
2 of good cheer, thy ſins are forgiven. z ; feels the 


Sod is ſhed abroad in their hearts by the Holy 
— Ghoſt; and that having reſpeck to, aud influencin = 
- all. the. inward ſenſes, it evidences, oy; each 
. ſalvatian. 


A farther. benefit f - Aj ot mercy, is the help 


of the Holy Spirit. This. accompanies forpivenels, 

_ and is that to. the. underſtanding, will, p< affec- 

tions, which it is to the conſcience : "The one 7 ves. 

Pauce, and the other purity. Purity, ag 4 Princi- 
ple, is a right ſtate of ſoul, the lovely 1 image of the 


eity, a holinefs and happineſs reſembling” his. 


Add being infuſed, into all its faculties ; it is 
mind's moral light, whereby. it diſcerns good and 


evil; the wills power, to chooſe. the good and re- 
: - tufe the evil; and the ſtrength of the affections, to 


a according to the dictates of the one, and che 


T choice of the: other. The degree of which is af-. 


certained by that which is promiſed to, and Le- 


* of, its * That n Is. c 


+ þ 


e happineſs 


c peace of a healed, conſcience; and nelle 
the ſweet odour of his. holy anointing; The love of 
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as a prineiple, correſponds with what is required 
in practice ;. the one is an intire conformity to the 
ſpirit, and the other to the precepts of Chriſt; the 
being principled as he was, and walking as he alſu 
Donnected with this, is that of being his heirs, 
and having an earneſt of heaven. That ſpirit, or 
holy diſpoſition of heart, which unites man to, and 
makes ham one with his maker, gives an intereſt in, 


W 


and is a foretaſte of what is future. His immor- 
tal nature, under the influence of the Hohy Ghoſt, 
imbibes à holineſs. and happineſs which give a joy 


alone ſubſiſting hereaſter: Joy in hope of the glory: 
Which ſhall be revealed, being a participation of 
that which will run parallel with 4 ages of eter- 
nity: A joy peculiar to, and inſeparable from, al 
he children of God. Hence, the preſent proba- 
tionary, and the future confirmed ſtate, have the 
fame general name: A kingdom is charactereſtic off 
bath. The kingdom of grace, ſeated in the ſbul, 
is a divine conſtitution, conßſting of righteouſneſs, 
ace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt. And the king 
of glory, fituate in realms remote from this“ 
cCarthly orb, us the continuance! of that conſtitution; 
_ andithe ſüper-added excellence of the heavenly ha- 
bitation. This is that, the Happineſs of which, eye. 
hath not ſœen, ear heard, nor the heart conceived. 
_ Thas in comparable: All the ſplendors of à palace, 
tlie magnificence of a court, and whatever elſe that 
dows and dark reſemblances of it. It is Beauty 
Without deformity; and excellence without alloy": 
the court: of the temple of the univerſe, adorned 
with every ſpiritual embelliſhment; the art of God 
could furniſh. And in this reſidence of Cod; angels, 
and men, all the ſenſes of glorified bodies (for the 
bodies of- believers are intitled to it) and every men 
"OY Mo | To OO 2 | tal: 


will be e all, who, at their exit eee this 


world, are intercited-in the merit by the renewing 


of the Tpirit of Chriſt 3- and will be proportioned to 
the degree of well-doing in wm preteen u ee 
condition. e eee 
Theſe are the Wee ick ches Romans 
had, and which all believers have received- The 
rticulars are innumerable, the whole of mans 
Fee e being filled with them. For while in a ſtate o 
probation, ebery occurrence - of God's providence 
judgment infli or bleſſing vouchſafed, are in- 
tended to anſwer ſome profitable purpoſe; to cor. 
rect and humble for what has been amiſs, rectify 
what is wrong „ ſupply What is de 1 
* move Wore ix in ern 1e way. » 8 
«4, 4 dj „ 115 $$ 


M. 1 mal now: 8 notice of the returns, which 
man, for mercies, is under obligation to make. #! 


ech you therefore, brethren, by the mercier f Swe 
4 —_— * preſent" your bade a bolus ſacrifices & c. 


bodies: A part is put for the whole z for man _ 525 


being compoſed of a body and a ſoul. It is proba 
ble, n this, the apoſtle alludes to the matter and 
manner of the Jewiſh ſacrifices. They offered the 
bodies of beaſts. But the blood, which was the liſeg 
was ſhed before they were offered on the Lord's: 
altar. However, though the law required theſe im 
the ſubſtance and form of a facrifice; yet as the 
goſpel, in point of perſonal performance, admits of 


no: ſubſtitute, man muſt be his own facriſice, and 


His all muſt be offered; his human, rational, Wars 
divine parts muſt concur and act in concert. 


Sacrifice is of two ſorts; atonement for os n A 


arge to God for his benefits. The latter alone 
ports with the ſenſe of this place. „r matter 
of 6 che properties are living 
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and the end acteptableneſs. 10: God. But _notwithe 
ſtanding. that the body and, mind, the. two conſti- 
Went parte of man, are xequired; yet his. actions 

are the principal ingredients of his offering. 


und is the root or principle of them, and his body — — 


e acting inſtrument. The body, to render it ac+- 


tive, and. its actions acceptable, muſty lire, by con- 


tinuing in unien with, and by participatin a, 
influences af the enlivened ed The mind, : he 
| condition 4 quality of it, by the mercies ye; ELON 
is .abxez: the. guilt and power of ſin arc gone, 
i lives in 3 and image of God. And | i f 
ling principle, in conjunction with the body, is. 
we ſpring w ence all bis aGiong flow. Suck > = 
d is the root, ſueh may be the fruit; the life reſi» 
dent in the one, may, be derived to the other, This 
is the natural, et not the abſolute order. For 
nn, as n for his conduct, W a free 
1 and, therefore, 1 may either obey the dictates 
his renewed nature ox deviate from. them. "The. 
without his free choice, will not force him 
» d well, and other things, without his own. con- 
1 cannot compel him to do ill. Hepce, it is at! 
n whether he will preſent himſelf to 
Cod or not. However, having life in himſelf, his 
| ion may be the iſſues of it; the whole tendency 
_ of his mind, the ſenſes of his body, . and the words. 
yo by both, may, be. ſo. W * 
That which eee conſtitutes, —Y 
54 5: "it frees him from whatever is ſinful” in the 
maral diſpomion of his mind, and trangforms him: 
into the image af him who is holy in himſelf, and 
the pattern of holineſs to others. And from this 
Baby principle, a haly practice may proceed. Hol- 
neſa, in the negative ſenſe, is a ceaſing from all 
s in the poſitive, complying with 1 — 
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that i is e n : toyckin ig the wh 
the wall of, God is the. rule. And Which, objees 
tively, is ſignified to man by the ſuggeſtions? hie 
ſpirit, the dictates; of his word, and the occurrences” 
of Proyidence. Zub ectirely, it is exhibited in the 
law written on his k 

himſelf. . And this, though not ſo clearly unfoldir 
what is future; yet in reſpeCt of what is preſent, 
its dictates are ſacred and deciſive. And its natural 


tendency being to pleaſe God, to No, its own ins: | 


tereſt, and the adyantage of others; Y 
pliance with its meaſures, is eSlNE: Walen 

a principle, it is ſet to ſerve God; and as a ru 
1 all Baie cal things, it is unerring. But, in her 


more abſtruſe, and to 1 revent deception. from, 
; | 


Satan and other ſeducing things, recourſe muſt 
had to, God, the ſcriptures, and providence.” Theſe, 


Chriſtian's mind, will be of overcigh ſervice." Ho! 


kinefs then, as the property of à perſonal 1 | 


is the effect of a heart wholly rene wech manife 
| Tt all that is pleaſing to God, and profitable to N 
ind. | 5 antun 8 
Freſent your Bodies.” Mani Whoſe: ſacrifice” 
Tas, is his.own ſacrificer. The manner of pr 
Ang it is in a voluntary way: Not by conſtraint but 
of a ready mind. Such offerings” only ate accept- 
able to God. For being a Tele agent, his achiéns 
depend on the uſe of that ag gene His ability, as 
an offerer, is "himſelf; his body, reaſon, and reli- 
| WOW, diſpoſition, which qualify him to know, will, 
e os do whatſoever is required of him,” And which, 

e 


ſenſe he 1 is accountable” for them, are at Nis 
.own diſpoſal. * For though he may be influenced m7 


viſihle 5 ipviſible things to do or omit his 
yet he can in all things act in eben to them; 
efore having a power to move 


eart; in which he is a la. to 


in difficult caſes, concurring with the lighr-of * 


W | 
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to his pleaſure; he may preſent himſelf with intel-. 
ligence and intention, n reſolution. and | ge 

verance, agreeable to the will of God: W Bel, 

t or drinks. ar Sonatfbouer ye de, do all to the gh "71 
Vo Gods: glory; the glory of his name, n 
attributes, and grace ſhould be aimed at in all tas 
is done. His name muſt be adored for his excel- 
lencies, his nature as the pattern of. purity, bis at- 
tributes” as the rule of all that is ri ght, and his 
grace as the ſource of all bleſſings: The glory due 
to him for what he is in himſelf and does to his 
I by a general facrifice, ſhould be. given; 5 
t pens: welk as language of men muſt ſpeak 1 


a, to: Gad. This is the 1 r offering 
boly. ſacrifice. Man, whoſe original abun ry 
was calculated to qualify him to contribute his part 
in the univerfal quire; by guilt and the corruption 
of his heart, is rendered inadequate to it. But be- 
ing created a- new in Chriſt Jeſus, he is equal to 
the taſk, aſſigned. Hence, his perfon being ac- 
cepted, the ſpring of his offerings agreeable, and 
preſenting — Fac a concurrence of cauſes ſo 
_ conformable- to the object of his offering, render 
the ſattifice. of thankſgiving, and an intire devotion 
of mind and body in well-doing, acceptable to Him. 
He receives them as the ultimate end of the offer- 
ing of Chriſt, the effect of his ſpirit in the rer | 
heart, and the free-will offering of man made for 
the ome name, and the inſtrument of Has, 
ET TILES 
1Which. is your newonabile eee The Waſbn able 
mu of this {ſervice ariſes from its own nature, 48 
being the effect of reaſon moralized by the metcieß 
of God. It is reaſonable alſo as oppoſed to the leſi 
reaſonable ſervice of the Jews, and the more un- 
realonable one. of che Gentiles. "The Jewith ſer-' 
Gi gh vice 


ry 


* 
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viee AN convited of the ine 1 head ani- 
: mals, and ys Gentiles of a blind ſuperſtition paid 
to Gods of their own deviſing ʒ but this of a liv 
holy, perſonal practice, in civil and ſacred things. 
Its reaſonableneſs likewiſe reſults from being tlie 
effect of mereies, as all the acceptable fervices of 
thoſe who were once ſinners, originate in them. 
How great then their obligation to preſent unto 
him a holy ſacrifice! And how unreaſonable woukt 
it be to refuſe it! It is reaſonable too as redound- 
ing to the advantage of the offerer: For while man 
is facrificing. to his God, by walking in his feat, 
praiſing him for his benefits, and imitating bim 
in his wiſdom, juſtice, truth, goodneſs, mercy, &c. 
* he finds ſuitable Fan W A 
* given to the obedient. a | 37 Ne 

Foraſmuch then as mercies capacitate to comp. 

with the duty of doing all to the ary of Golly 
g being the motive to induce to a lilſcharge of it, * 
18 highly reaſonable to render it. And to facilitate 
obedience, and fatisfy the moſt fanguine' expecta- 
tions; 3 he has promiſed to proportion man's rewarct 
in heaven to his work on earth. Whatever is done 
for the honour of God, and the good of mankind, 
k they continue in well-doing, till the time of pro- 
bation is paſt, will be found, in the fruit of it in 
the, realms of arg. Joys: > e ae HON 


HA 


III. I come now to che uſe of this Jofrine. And 
FA cit gait is the Apoſtle's exhortation! His 
motive is , and the end to be anfwered by it, 
an acceptable crifice! Mercies are many; the life 
; oc man is filled with them. And what ſhould have 
ſo much weight with him? Nothing, to a ſinner, is” 
ſo profitable and pleaſant. They ſave from ſin and 
hell; conſtitute holy and happy; qualify to ſerve - 
God acceptably, and enjoy his everlaſtin g kingdom, 
Theſe are the moſt precious things life ade of. 


And 
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And how they are rendered neceſſary, has been 
feen. The fin of man is the cauſe of wrath. And 
wrath is the moſt terrible thing. Other evils affect 
the body or eſtate of men, but this ſoul and body 
for ever. Nor is any thing more ſure than that 
wrath will iſſue in endleſs ruin, if fin be continued 
in. The Lord cannot lie; therefore he will pour 
his indignation upon them, and the ſmoak of their 
torment will aſcend up for ever. Thus finners are 
circumſtanced; they are upon the brink of endleſs 
burnings, into which, in the twinkling of an eye, 
Sher BA: if GRO ey 
Jo prevent which, obſerve your ſins; for they 
are the reaſon why wrath is revealed, and why your 
damnation ſlumbereth not. How was the firſt part 
of your life ſpent? Did you ſo remember your 
Creator, as not to offend him? Your ſports and 
plays, and other ſenſeleſs ways of ſpending time, 
were but little proof of it. And your heart being 
more placed on them than him, ſhews that they 
were more to you than he was. You had then 
another God, and were guilty of idolatry. And 
did not you ſoon take his name in vain, by irreve- 
rently mixing it with your common converſation, 
and thereby proſtituting it to trifling, vile, and pro- 
phane purpoſes? Now, do you conſider with whoſe 
name you thus trifled ? Did he not make, and does 
he not ſupport all things? And is he not able to 
: ſtop your breath in a moment? But, perhaps, you 
have been more prophane; curſing. yourſelf, or 
others, or animals, or things inanimate by it, beggin 
him to damn, or fb. a pay eee 


Had he done according to your deſire, what de- 
ſtruction had been in the earth! And did you ex- 

pect him to ſerve your murderous. temper. and 
. tongue ? or you only uttered the venom of a ma- 
lignant mind, you neither knew nor cared how : ; 


we * r 
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rd, will xe ou. With eternal 17 5 
Low not 1 01. that 11 his —— 
in e fear, 2 you been more careful 
to keep his ſab bath. Have not ſome tem poral 
works, been, defignedly deferred to, and others Aale 
on it, Which might have been left undone 2 If ſo, 
how did vou keep it holy b doing no manner of 
work? And if you went 10 place of worſhip, Was 
it not to 4 . an idle hour, or for recreation, or 
ſee and be ſeen? You neither went to ſetve the 
"1d, nor fave your ſoul. And how irreygrent was 
r whole behaviour Sometimes gazing about; 
at other times half a-ſleep; and now and then 
2 or talking; and when you joined in the 
ſeryice, it was with no more ſenſe than if it had 
not concerned 0 And, perhaps, to complete 
the evil, the reſt. of the day was ſpent in games, 
ſports, and paſtimes, or in ſuch converſation and 
Ways. of, proceeding as did not confift with CHOIR 
anity. Notwithſtanding, you could boldly fay, 
8 5 5 haye een and incline our 1 4 
to keep this law. What mockery! So to prophane- 
neſs, you added hypocriſy ! Oh! wretched creature! 
Did you keep the. commands of the ſecond table, 
by honouring your father and mother, and by 2 
what they commanded, and leaving undone | 
that which they prohibited * ? "Theſe, while under 
their care, except in matters wherein their com- 
mands contradicted the Lord's, were duties 1 incum- 
bent upon you. But, if on the contrary, you 
mocked, deſpiſed, or curſed them, and were diſo- 
bedient to their lawful compaghs.. you bnned;; 
and thereby incurred the di PET. of Ged. 
Have you done no murder? If you have taken 
away the life of another, without being commiſ- 
: "_ by the laws of the land, or * War, ot ne- 
*  celfity = 


— 


ji deſign, 4 added the deed, how a Fmt 1s your 
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ceflity i in . of ſelf-defence, you are guilty. - Or 


if you have ſo hated any as to wiſh them dead or 

damned; by the one you murdered their bodies, 

and by che other their ſouls: for he that hateth his 
brother is a murderer. —And how far you have been 

guilty of committing adultery, your own con- 

ſcience, if you have any, can tell. But if that be 

ſenſeleſs and filent, you will hear and know ano- 
ther day; for whoremongers and attalterers God will 
fudge. And if you never committed outward'aQs; 

yet, if you intended it, but were prevented againſt 

your mind, the will was taken for the deed: as he 

who fo hoketh upon a woman to luft after her, hath 
committed adultery with her in his heart. And if to 


from ſteal- 


9 5 ecty e to ſave your ſe)” you 
ſinned. Or if you lied to raiſe the price 'of your 
own property or to ſink that of others, it was, in 
effect, to ſteal. And if you took advantage of 
another's ignorance, you thereby deprived him of 
his right.—Have you borne falſe witneſs againſt 
your neiglibour, either by defignedly giving a falſe 
verdict, or by reporting untruths to the prejudice 
of his perſon or property? Have you been con- 
tent with your own things; not coveting your 


_ neighbour's houſe, wife, ſervant, maid, ox, als, 


or any thing that was his? 
If in any or all of theſe things you we nne, 
what a wretched condition are you in! How liable 
to ſuffer the vengeance of eternal fire! God, who 
cannot lie, has folemnly ſaid, that he will reward 
every one according to his Works. You cannot 
then, ſo dying, expect to eſcape the damnation of 
hell. And if you had any ſenſe of your fins,” you 
would 
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would find them cauſe. of the deepeſt diſtreſs, IP 
moſt, imminent danger. Your, caſe would appear 
ſo, deplorable, that wi the calamities incident to 
life, would be trifles compared to it: For a wounded 
ſpirit, and a fearful looking- for of judgment, who 
can bear And yet dreadful as this ſenſe is; in 
order to prevent your damnation, it muſt be: for 
he who does not fear the wrath of God,, muſt feel 
it. There is no other remedy; as none will look. 
for deliverance before they know their danger. 
While they remain inſenſible of the finfulneſs of 
ſin, they fleep ſecure, To ſuch, the revelation of 
God's Wrath, the ſeverity of his juſtice to inflict it, 
the ncerity. of his threatening to enforce the in- 
fliction, the ſhortneſs and uncertainty of life, with 
the ſubſtance. and circumſtances. of eternal tor- 
ments, are nothing... Evident then it is, that ſin, 
wrath, and hell, muſt become ſenſible to the ſin- 
ner as a motive to induce to ſeek for mercy, or he 
will fleep ſecure. till death and damnation. arreſt 
and bereave him of all hope and happineſs for ever. 
With what propriety. then does the Apoſtle ſay, 
ee Awake thou that fleepeſt, and ariſe from the 
Tap and Chriſt ſhall give thee light!” ; 
But as, mercy. was procured by the paſſion 'of 
iſt, 1 us. inquire how far vou have profited 
{ it. Tou have largely ſhared in that of long-- 
fuffering. The fins of your youth were ſufficient 
to. ſeparate betwixt you and the Lord for ever. And 
if you added the evilsof middle age, and the madneſſes 
| of maturit i * if the Lord had not been long-ſuffer- 
So ings 208 d now been floating in the flames of 


But . effect has 1 it had ? Who by long-ſuffer- 
ing has been led to repent and 2 75 ? Alas! in 
many, how little fruit of mercy appears, except 
that- * are kept 2 hell for a ſeaſon! How- 


* $ 5 = ever, 
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ever, hereby they witneſs that the Lord is ſlow to 
wrath, and of great kindneſs; has bowels of com- 
paſſion for the rebellious, bearing long with their 
behaviour, and waiting for their return. Vea, ſo 
contrary is the miſery of man to the Moſt High, 
that he ſays, he ſwears, he has no pleaſure in the 
death of finners, but rather that they ſhould turn 
and live. This is the word and the will of God. 
But what will it profit them who perſiſt in fin ? 
Long-ſuffering, in that caſe, will only ſerve to in- 
creaſe their damnation. Alas then for thoſe who 
abuſe that mercy by ſinning out all their days 
Better had it been for them not to have been born or cut 
Eff at an earlier period. But why does the madneſg 
of men prevail againſt their beſt intereſt? What do 
they promiſe themſelves in the ways of wickedneſs? 
There is no peace for them who oppoſe their own 
conſciences. And when conſcience is ſeared, tho 
they ſleep. ſecure, yet their damnation ſlumbereth 
not. Hell from beneath is moved to meet them at 
their coming; deſtruction, if they continue in ſin, 
Will be the conſequence; for ſin and ſuffering are 
inſeparable. However, as the thread of life is yet 
lengthened out, let that which has long been neg- 
lected, now be executed. Chooſe. the better part. 
Put away the accurſed thing. Die to all that is 
offenſive to God, and. detrimental to man. Let 
this be done, whatever remains undone. A re- 
Formed life is the firſt ſtep toward heaven. And 
if that never be taken, all the reſt muſt remain un- 
taken for ever. Nor can the leaſt delay be without 
infinite danger, as the continuance of life, to a ſin- 
ner, is exceeding uncertain: He lies wholly at the 
mercy of an offended God. If then you linger, 
remember Lot's wife! She eſcaped from the city 
of deſtruction, but reached not that of refuge. 
And if death ſeize you in fin, you are undone for 
BE nh 15 ; Ever. 
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ever. 0 conſider this! Death will ſeparate you. 
from all your friends, profits, and pleaſures. 
will then be a ſtranger in a ſtrange land. And if 
when you cloſe your eyes in this world, your ſoul 
awake in hell, what anguiſh will take hold of you! 

O bow you will wiſh that you had been wiſer! But too 
late | No help comes-in hell. No change will paſs 
there but from bad to worſe. The damnation of 

our ſoul will be ſucceeded with that of your body. 


re long the trump of God will ſound, and all A 


2 are in their graves ſhall hear his voice, and 
come to judgment. Then the books will be open 
ed; the book of God's remembrance, and of man's 


conſcience, and every one's. condition be deter- 


mined according to the things contained therein. | 


Every finner will. then know his own ſins, and 
be known of others. Tea, the ſpring as well as 
end of actions will appear: for the ſecrets of all 
hearts will be laid open. Thoſe evil deſigns, Which 
for want of time, place, opportunity, &c. were 
never ripened into action, and which were never 
repented of, will be conſidered as actual evils. And 
the nature and: number of more obvious ones will 
alſo be produced, before angels and men. Oh! 


what a ſcene of ſin will then he opened Ihe 2 


mereies of God too, as a. proviſion prepared for 
mankind, but abuſed by impenitent perſons, Will, 
no doubt, confront the offenders. Jeſus Chriſt, 
— meriting cauſe of all, with his wounded adde, 
pierced hands and feet, will exhibit to human view, 
how infinitely he loved them, when he laid down 
his life to redeem: them: The Holy Ghoſt, the 
great efficient of all holy habits 4 beart, and 
helper in all the diſhcuities of life: Promiſes and 
reproofs, the miniſtry by which they were taught, 
and the providence of God that preſerved them: 

—_— own. ee admonitions and ineng⸗ 
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tions from others, and whatever be de ths: con- 
curred to do them 800d, will evidence in that awe- 
ful day, againſt all finalfy irnpenitent perſons. Tea, 
God, the Judge of all, who was privy to their Pub- 
lie and private ways, will, as well witneſs' againſt,” 
as condemn them' for What they have done. Nor 
will they be able to anſwer one thing in a thouſanck 
eharged upon them. Rather, they will concur. 
with eke accuſation, and Sonden themſelves; for 
every knee ſhall bow, and every tongue confeſs to 
God. The fentence will then take place, and that 
will be the beginning of eternal ſorrows! © 
And oh! what a dreadful condition Vin r he 
in when the Lord conſigns them to dwell: with 
devoüring fire! How they will weep, and wail, 
and gnaſh their teeth ! What a guilty remembrance- 
will they have of fabbaths neglected and pro- 
Phaned; that, inſtead of prayer, reading, hearing, 
& c. they ſquandered them away in idlenefs, diver- 
55 covetous practices, or ſomething that was 
ot good! They will call to mind the time waſted 
in Ned dreſs, feaſting and drinking, &c. which 
mould have been ſpent in working out ſalvation, 
and ſerving a gracious God. And, for laughter- 
and lewd fongs, they will have weeping and mourn- 
ing. And ch] how the wretehes will roar for the 
diſquietneſs of their ſouls! The lovers of pleaſure- 
will be pained for their dancings and other ſenſual: 


delights. They who delighted in gay or coſtly ap- 
parel, will have garments ſuited to their helliſhi 


fituation. The miſer, whoſe god was gold, ſhall: 
feed on wrath treaſared- up in hell; by ſerving that - 
idol. The-drunkard will drink of the cup of- God's: 
indignation, without- mixture of mercy. The- 
whoremonger will be ſtung with remorſe at the 
remembrance of the evils done to himſelf and: 
ae "The ſwearer and ey: the-back-biter-and- 

"Es x diſſembler, 
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* the evil - talker. . tale · bearer; will 


have their tongues tormented in that flame. The 


unjuſt and cruel; the oppreſſor of man or beaſt, 
the wronger of che fatherleſs and widow, and, in 
one word, all that have lived and died in ſin, Lol 
_ ſuffer according to the nature, and proportionable 
to the number, of their fins... An, aggravating. cir» 
er. of which is, the endleſſneſs of their tor- 
ments: Fire and brimſtone, burning without eaſe 
and without end, will be the portion of all the im- 
penitent. Their <onſciences will alſo upbraid them 
with their- rebellions. A loſt heaven too will keep 
them in mind of their madneſs, in preferring tem- 
poral profit or. pleaſure, to the Lord's falvation and 


ſervice. | And the fiery deluge ever urging, will 


enhance the whole evil. This will be done to all 
who know not God, and obey not the goſpel of 

the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. O miſerable wretches 1. 
What would they give to: be upon their trial again} 


But that cannot be, as heaven once loſt can never 


be recovered. ' Hence, the deſpair of the damned} 
Hope, that comes to all, comes not in hell! Cut 
off efieQually and for ever from all that is good, 


they are fixed in eternal evill Then will the Lord be 


as unrelenting in wrath, as they were in ſinning. O 
evil of evils! Curſed then is that man or woman 
who has finned! And doubly curſed are they who. 


neglect ſalvation from it! The damnation of ak 


ners does not ſlumber; and the damnation of ne 
lecters is ſure'!- O ſinners. conſider: this, leſt the 


Lord tear you in pieces, and there be none to de- 


liver! If he begin, he will ſoon: make an end. In 
a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, you may 
die, and then Joh: are nen Yes: dmmach fen 
ever! = TA 

This is miſery complete. But who, hid ae 


jamy of . life holds out, would not, if ann, pre- 


vent 
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vent it? If any thing deſerve a ſerious. thought, this 
does; all elſe being nothing compared to it. And 
what does the Lord require? Surely no great, much 
leſs an impoſſible thing. When a wicked man 
turneth from his. wickedneſs, he {hall fave his ſoul 
alive. This is his language. If then thy con- 
ſcience is awake, be faithful to its frowns. Let it 
fpeak, how: ſtern and menacing ſoever it be. Be 
not afraid to hear the worſt it can ſay. It will. 
ſpeak ere long, thy leave unaſked. ' © hear it now, 
while there is hope! In hell, if ſtifled till then, it 
will ſpeak in hopeleſs ſtings and unrelenting laſhes, 
for ever! Now give it ſcope, and follow its guide- 
ance. Its dictates are ſacred. It ſpeaks the lan- 
_ guage of the Lord, being his umpire placed in thy 

breaſt, that from thyſelf thou mayeſt learn his will: 
It arbitrates between. Attend then to its teach- 
 Ings. And if thy old uncancelled fins: come to thy 


kromembrance, and by the judgment of thy con- 


ſcience thou art condemned for them; oh! think 
not that they will forſake thee, but by an act of 
oblivion from the Lord. Forget them thou mayeſt; 
but if they remain in the book of God's remem-. 
brance, notwithſtanding the interval of eaſe and 


unconcernedneſs, eternity will be thy remem- 


brancer, and teach thee their nature and number. 
H then thou wouldeſt not for ever lie under the 
laſhes of a guilty conſcience, ſuffer all that is ne- 
ceffary to make thee abhor thyſelf and repent un- 
feignedly. Short pain is better than long. Were 
then thy feelings equal to thoſe of the damned; yet 
the circumſtance of their being ſhort-lived; is 
enough to give them the preference: as ſuch, Jet: 
the remembrance of thy ſins be grievous, and their 
burden intolerable. Bow under the yoke of a guilty 
mind and, if need be, go mourning all the day 

long. Sorrow well becomes a. ſinner. If thou 


t an 


RT ers tears of blood- Gor offendingiia 

and good God, for deſtroying thyſelf, — per- 
_ haps, contributiſſg much to the deſtruction of ma- 
ny; it would be But a light ſign of the ſinfulneſs of 
thy ſin. And ſure it is, if thou hadſt a right ſenſe 
of thy ſins, thy ſorrow would not be ſmall. An 
wouldſt confider them as fo many inſtances of 
poſition to the Almighty; to him who is able to 
ſtop thy breath, and diſmiſs thee to the Devil. This 
would teach thee what it is to provoke him. Let 


a milder method have the ſame effect. /Nowiac- | 


knowledge thy offences with brokenneſs of heart, 


and with a ſevere cenſure of thyſelf. And let this 


be followed with an unfeigned and full reforma- 
tion. Reverſe thy former ſelf; for idle and evil 
language, ſpeak ſoberly, righteouſiy, and godly. 
Reverence thyſelf, by withholding thy lips from 
whatever may defile them. Do . to thy neigh- 


bour, by true, edifying, and obliging language. 


Honour God by a ſolemn uſe of his name, and by 
adverting to his preſence as a reſtraint. on thyſelf, 
that thou offend not with thy tongue. —Let all thy 
Works, accbrding to thy power, Se: ſuch as thou, 
canſt approve to thy own conſcience, as may tend 
to thy-neighbour's profit, and the honour of the 
Lord. Theſe only are ſigns of a true reren 
and a right reformation 
PFourther. If thou wouldſt prevent thy deſtrudtion,. 
thei conſider for whoſe ſake thou art to beforgiven. If 
thy truſt be in repentance and reformation, they will 
fail thee; being neither the cauſe, nor whole con- 
dition of forgiveneſs. They are not the meritorious 
cauſe, inaſmuch as they make no atonement... Was 
it ever known, that any diſcharged their debts, by 
being ſorry for them and ceaſing to eontract more? 
If any were indebted to you, you would expect 
| another ſort 'of diſcharge than that. Think ken 
| 5 "If en 


then that the Lord will be ſatisfied with forrow 
and forſaking of ſin. His juſtice. claims full pay- 
ment from thyſelf or — Put thou haſt no 
merit, nothing to bring to atone ſor thy ſins. Thy 
tears, ſighs, ſorrows, &c. give nothing to God as 
a requital for them, Settle it then in thy heart, 
and be aſſured that thou canſt do nothing for which 
the Lord will forgive thee, But help is laid upon 
one that is mighty; God was in his San reconcilin 
the world to himſelf. This is the ground on which 
hy finking ſoul's anchor muſt fix, and on which 
it may ſafely remain. Hence, be confident, that 
if thou findeſt favour with God, it will be for his 
fake alone. Nor is repentance and reformation the 
Whole condition of thy acceptance. They remove 
the. hindrance, but do not intereſt, in the merit of 
Chriſt. That is faith, productive of ſuch. endea- 
vours after the benefits of his merit, as give actual 
poſſeſſion of them. With the heart man arms 
unto righteouſneſs. By him all that believe are. j 
fied from all things. And wheoſoever believeth. that 2 
ſus ir the Chriſt, is born. of God. "Theſe are decla- 
rative, not only of the mean, believing;, but alſo 
of the end, — — Faith then in the promiſe, 
producing carneſt prayer to the promiſer, and a 
diligent uſe. of other means, is the condition on 
which the bleſſing is ſuſpended, and in the way of 
which, it is given. This method, rightly taken; 
taken without a title of meritorious dependance on, 
and looking through it as a mean in order to the 
end, will be ſucceeded with ſalvation. Which be- 
ing obtained; the love of God, a ſenſe of his fa- 
vour, by peace and joy, is ſhed abroad i in the heart. 
The quality of the ſoul too, in its tempers and af- 
ſections, is reſtored to a right ſtatez and, thereby, 
a preparation for preſenting to God, a living, holy, 
l ſervice, is obtained. Faith then is the 
Fa : EK 
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way, and acceptance the end. Nor, on any con- 
fdevation conclude; that thou art a 1 1 till 
thou findeſt this fruit of thy faith. wh 

And let thoſe who have witneſſed this; aſk, whit 
returns they have made? The apoſtle ſays, preſent 
your bodies a living ſacrifice. Preſent. Freely ye 


have 'received, freely give. Your bodies, your all, 


in all that you do. Have you been careful to cor- 
reſpond with this command?” Have you been moved 
by the mercy of forgiveneſs as a motive, and by the 
principle of grace as the ability, to ſerve the Lord 


in all your deſigns, words, and works? Your offer- 


ings lic at your on option. If you will ferve the 
Lord, you may; if not, you may diſobey. But 
conſider the obligation you are under. By mercies 
you were freed from fin and miſery. Can you for- 

get, that when you had nothing . p . he frankly 
forgave you all? When you deferved hell, he gave 
you a right to heaven? O conſider this, and 40 Ac 
_ cordingly! Be ambitious to pleaſe him, who has 


profited you; A bonefattor Yeſerves pratebal 0. 4 


turns; but 'a Saviour more. He has ſaved. 
from finking into hell. O be thankful unto 1 


| and ſpeak good of his name. But let your life, as * 


well as lips, ſpeak his praiſe. Offer a living facri- 


fice. Act in all things from the principle of life 


in yourſelf; walk in the ſpirit. Inſtead of a ſenſe- 
leſs formal ſervice, in things ſacred and civil, act 
with underſtanding and energy: what vou do, do 
heartily. 

This will find work for all your faculties and | 
uffections. Tour mind muſt aim at God's honour 
200 in imitating his wiſdom; ' your will in chooſing 

agreeable to his goodneſs; your affections *corre- 
Fabry with his power in carrying all into execution. 
 In'every thing, whether it concern the Lord or | 
| men, 8 2 a' ſingle * a ER intention. "Dot | 
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re will, according to your bande of the 
rd's, be governed thereby; and that will pre- 
ſerve you from ſin, and from wounding your ſoul. 
Your fear muſt be wakeful, left you offend, by a a 
failure of duty; teſt you omit or commit; lere 
undone or do contrary thereto. Love muſt alſo - 
have a prevailing influence: your motto muſt. be, 
We love him, becauſe he firſt loved us. This will 
make duties and difficulties eaſy and delightful; his. 
ſervice perfect freedom, and tribulation cauſe of 
joy and rejoicing. Thus offer to the en the liv- 
ing ſacrifice of yourſelff. 
The manner muſt likewiſe be 1 "ok Gba, | 
Who is glorious in holineſs, will be ſerved agree- 
able to himſelf. Siniſter views; temporal profit, 
honour among men, and whatſoever elſe that does 
not tend to. the glory of his name, nature, grace, 
&c. and the ſpiritual profit of men, muſt have no 
place in what you perform. Theſe, if ſought by 
ſerving the Lord, will ſpoil your beſt performances; 
he will abhor your offerings, account them as 
ſtrange fire on his altar. Beware too of imperfec- - 
tion in what you do. Be not like thoſe who of- 
fered the blind and the lame. Let your heart be 
holy in the diſpoſition of it; and keep it ſo by 
not ſuffering your animal appetites and deſires to 
gain the aſcendency over your ſpiritual affections. 
Your ſoul reſides in a body of fleſh, fraught with 
appetites and ſenſes, which have a lawful uſe of 
the things of this life. But when that uſe is ex- 
ceeded, eſpecially when it fettles into a habit, the 
ſoul ſuffers in its livelineſs and activity. Guard 
then againſt the fever of animal affection, that the 
- Fferyourof religious ones may continue and increaſe. _ 
Let your body be ſervant to your ſoul, in all that 
concerns it; that both may ſerve the Lord. So will 
2 ur offerings be acceptable to God; agreeable to 


m here, and rewardable of him hereafter. © 7 
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ee will, according to your nn * the 
ord's, be governed thereby; and that will pre- 


ſerve you from fin, and from wounding your ſoul. 
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Your fear muſt be wakeful, left you offend, by a2 | 


failure of duty; teſt you omit or commit; leave 
undone or do-contrary thereto. Love. muſt alſo 
have a prevailing influence: your motto muſt; be, 
We love him, becauſe he firſt loved us. This will 
make duties and difficulties eaſy and delightful; his. 
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Joy and rejoicing. Thus offer to the Lord ow liv- 
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ſoul ſuffers in its livelineſs and activity. Guard 
then againſt the fever of animal affection, that the 
feryour of religious ones may continue and increaſe. _ 
Let your body be ſervant to your ſoul, in all that 
concerns it; that both may ſerve the Lord. So Will 
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| eben them And by how much ſin becomes 
habitual, and the evil principle is inereaſed, by ſo 


much che ſinner is carried on by a conſtraining 
force, a powerful impetuoſity in the ways of 
wickedneſs; and by neceſſary conſequence, his 
freedom to good is proportionably 'decreaſed, and 
finning rendered natural, eaſy, and agreeable. EI 


f3 and, ſecondly, to commit ſuch 
2 as, in the fame caſe, he forbids to be 
done. It likewiſe ſignifies to ſin againſt mankind, 
by tempting them to, or by omitting to prevent 
them from, finning; and, alſo, by injuring their 
perſons, hurting their u or bad depriving 
them of their property. 5 
The reward for doing-<vil, the Reſervation 2 
damnation.” Dying in fin, enſures this; for then 
the ſoul will deſcend to the devil, and the body reſt 
in dire expectation of 'being raiſed: to eternal tors 
ments. Agreeable to which, when that dread 
day of deciſion comes, ſinners will hear the voices 
of the Son of God, and thall come forth; by that 
powerful voice, new bodies ſhall riſe out of the 
aſhes of the old; which, being oonſtituted ſpiri- 


. 


tual and immortal, and repoſſeſt of their ſin- 
ful ſouls; the whole man will appear before the 


judgment-ſeat of Chriſt, to be judged according to 
the nature and the number ef their ſins, and to be 
e to a proportionable hyaline i 8 


1 ting abies given a a venerathint of what as * 
contained in the text; I ſhall, in the further pro- 
peer 15 ag. N25 pe; 27 15 ba pa 0 5 
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+ To-Do evil, is, firſt, to fin againſt God, b 
orga. + any 'of che duty he requires in res 
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Pw") firſt is it neceſſary to be in a ſtate of 
* with, and to have the moral image * 0 
God, in order to do d? Both ſcripture and e- 

Trience-ſhew it to be abvolutely an we porn 

ſo 3. inaſmuch as they clearly evidence, the 

2 e by plain and pertinent paſſages, and the other | 
by an inward guilty ſenſe, that God is angry with 
the wicked, and that the whole ſervice of a finner 
is an abomination to him. Nor, can their caſe be 
otherwiſe conceived of; for how ſhould they. or 
their works be agreeable to God, while they con- 
tinue in a condition for which he condemns them 
to damnation? And yet it is ſo. with all finners. 
A ſinnex then, conſidered as ſuch, is no more 
agreeable to God, nor can ſerve him with better 
acceptance, than ſatan; for his ſin ſubjects him to 
God's wrath, and the evil diſpoſition of his mind 
being the principle of all his actions, it does not, 
it cannot ſubmit to his law. This is the ſinner's 
caſeiz and a truth of the laſt importance to be 
22 by all who would be prepared to do good; 

eing that while they are not, their works neither 
e God, nor | a:right- 9" the eee 


* 


Nor are theſe neceſſary de Such as a man can 
not have a ſenſe of; rather, they are ſuch as can- 
not be had without a ſenſe of them. In the ceaſe. 
of ſinners, they are never ſought, „ 
never ſound, till there is a ſenſe of the want ob 
them. That ſenſe implies guilt and fear; guilt” 
for what is -paſt, and fear. for what is to come. 
And theſe ſenſations are ſuch as none. who have 
them can be infenſible of. And when fin, Which 
is the cauſe of them, is removed by remiſſion and 
an inward: renewal, there is a. contrary ſenſe; 4 
ſenſe. implying peace and purity; which gives con- 
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their hope 


| Herted; That,“ Abraham ſits near the 
hell, and ſuffers no Iſraelite to go thither- 
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from all what i is 1 and of N add” the is % 
Ward principle now. producing love to and d 


ht 
in Gad, and à lively expectation of living 5 
him. in glory - everlaſting. This is he ſenſe - 
which. is inſeparable from that condition. which 
qualiſies a finner to ſerve the Lord. 

And ſoraſmuch as this is the ground of good 
let us examine thoſe things which: many. 


ound. 


ſt, to begin with chat, which, if the i ig- 1 


r of many did not render neceſſary, would 


not deſerve. a ſerious conſideration; I mean, the 
being Born in a country, or of parents, called G 


ian, And yet ſo ſenſeleſs are ſome, as to ſup= 
KS: that names and natures are inſeparable; chat 


2920 they are called Chriſtians, they are ſuch. 
Hence it is, that when many are aſked a reaſon of 
of. heaven, their anſwer is, ( We are 
Chriſtians.“ 80 the Jews boaſted of being!“ Abra- 


ham's ſeed ;” and ſuppoſed that wWas ſuſkcient. to 


fitence. all objections. For the ſame reaſon: they. a 
"But, 
ſurely, there needs no argument to prove, that. 
names are nothing; that whether a man be called. 
a Chriſtian, a Jew, à Turk, or a Heathen, it is 
the ſame in the account of God, if his heart and. | 


life are wrong; that he who is no reſpecter of 


perſons, is none of names, when they are not ſure. 


fgns of correſpodent natures, Lo evidence this, a, 
ſimple fimilitude will ſuffice. 


| Suppoſe, then the 
name of a lion were, given to a lamb? Would that, 
rinciple the lamb with the lion's nature, and pro- 
ax his roar? No; it would. retain its native pro- 
perties, and give the ſame ſignificant ſign as if 
called by its own name. 2 a finner, one- 15 
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ſwearing, lying, drunkenn 


who have been. Baptized, The greateſt. part of 
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2 great majority of them are as contrary to 


fore; delerve no better name than «baptized: r 
bolians.“ Lea, whether the ordinance be adm, 


Wa 
all the ümful luſts of; the, fleſh; rather, they 


ths bes De tg a 


his works they do. 
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EP 


WITS 


lves without the fear and love of God, and takes 
no care of his ſoul, but ſpends his time about t tem- 
things; and, not content witk ne Sing 
vation, hurries on in the w . 2 to hell; by curſing, 
— break 
whoring,' and other abominabls things, is not to. 
be accounted. 2 Chriſtian, . becauſe: he is ſo called 
Surely. then it is the greateſt: abuſe of- words, for 
any to pretend to be Chriſtians, on the ſcore of be-- 
ing ow: in à Chriſtian country, 80 this may es 
without Chriſtianity. 1 


Nor is the favour aud image of God Gre to 
people of this nation have been baptized ; and yet 


ſtianity in theix eonduckł, as they can be; and therce- 


niſtered in infant or adult age, the caſe is the ume, 
as it.is- manifeſt, that many of the firſt, and ſome; 
af. the. ſecond. ſort, bear no real marks of Chyi "= 
mity... Their ackions are inconſiſtent therewith; 
ey. do not. renounce. the devil and all his works, 
s and vanities of this wicked world; and 


nounce all that is right, and live in all that; 78 
wrong: as ſuch, they are ſo fan from being Ch. 
ſtians, chat tay, are the. children. of the dern; for, 


Neither is an outward proof of notbeing © Eri „ -j 


; ſtian neceſfary; inafmuch as à man ma 


ner in the ſight of God, without. that: For, 7 —— 
does not lie in the act only, but in the inten... i 
tion alfo. T4 any would do. wickedly N but: want: Y 
time, op one, ower, &c. the wall is taken, 
for the. deed e that bateth his brother, N he. 
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e che practice g Ae a prefi 
| us principle, it does _ 1 75 4 N one:; 
iD eh, nia 50 be an Poktite or A r r 


N 1 ben of 1 a Chitin, than it was. v1 


5 baptized,” was in the wil of . an 
nd Of 1 iniquity. ' Let then their outward TY 
on, | be: kat it ul. whether foul or fair, wicked 
0 e a 'whited watt.” if they have not the in ward 
Se of. the Lord love An hikenefs, baptiſm 
| answers no. other end than a condemning axdinance, 
being wathed to fouter ſteaus. 

; Hence 1 It. 18, chat the cy who are waſhed with 1 
„but not from their wickedneſs, are in no bet- 
& 4 condition under the Chriftian, than they wh 


& 
8 
6] 


$1 eie circumciſed in the flefh but not in the ſpirit, 


ie under the Jewiſh  difpenfation. Wich as 
auch fenſe chen might a Wicked or # formal Je 
ave. ;boalted' of. His he 5? cutting as a mark of 
ngiog to the Lo a drunken, fweari 
ing, Ep Ro mp, cheating, 
Os, formal Chriſtian,” of bis Being Meg: 
th. or pluuged in water. But as the Chai Jew: 
Fay io! r. for his outward badge, but rather, 
| 320 Grough.; a mifuſe of it, incurred greater condemua- 
Son ſo neitber does the wickeck Chriſtian gain 
22 9 5 92 fave. mare U and grester 
; nat . . 
5 = . Sod 8 this want an V cofirriuabidhy; oy apdMl's* 
arg gent, in the caſe * ſoihe*of tie tireumciſed, 
"to many of the bg Þ "will be ſufficient :- 


. en (faith hey verily” pro ters, if non Weep 


ide law; bit but F thou. he a W 7 5. law," thy cir-. 


_ i trade n Cireutneition Wer; 
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3 ciſion, ſhould, not be a fign of being i in that elk 
nant, nor of having the benefits of it. Now oy 


-baptiſin which belongs to the body only ; "but 2 | 
2 


che hope of glory; and baptiſm.is fo 5s ak of the 


over has not, is not a Chi 


1 


; with. all 3 foul,” that thou e hug. * 


a 


2655 of the covenant 5 55 Hi Sb 
ve them a right to all the benefits of it, if E 
"kept. /t the commandments contained in it. But f. 
inſtead. of. ſerving the Lord, they ſinned again 
him; their circumciſion ſhould be made uncircu 


2 the caſe with all ſinful Chriſtians; their * 
is rendered abortive,. and they are no bettef fe it, 
The apoſtle then proceeds to ſhew whois aJe 
Land what is circumciſion; which, applied te 
Chrriſtian, and to baptiſm, will bens a amilar ſenſe. 
For he is nat a Few: who is one outwardly p welle 77 
| , that circumciſion; which ig outward in the Peſb. 2 _ 
"I is a Few, who. is. one inwardly ; and circumncefigs 
I tber ile beart, in the. ſpirit, and not in the A, 
11 praiſß ir nat.of men, but of Gel. Neither is; 
Chriſtian who is one but outwar dux nor is'tha 


ian ho is one inwardly, 57 avi 
formed in his heart, in holy tempers e e 2 
. it, the being purified by the CLAY ; 
_ Kaving: the' witneſs, and at of the W n 
;oarnelt of heaven. This is chat whie to, 
or is inſeparable from, baptiſm; and et WO Ya 
1 „ we 
tot. the ſpirit of Chrift,, be is none of his, * Ohh, + | 
Hence, it is clear, that what was implied ; 
truly circumciſed, is in the truly -baptizes ; a 
what was wanting in the falſely Dann is bw 
- the: falſely; baptiaed. Now the circumeilion whith: © 
- the Lord approved, is explained by his promite: 1 =: 
- will, circumciſe thine heart; andthe bear tof "of thy Yd,” 1 
+ that thou'm ayeft. love the ord with all thy- . 45 2 n 
This We Oo 


"the: eircumciſon of. WY 


but the fign.; and where the ſubſtance was not, the 
4 ifignificant, Therefore is it faid, beware 
of 154 conrifion, of thoſe who had but the outward® 
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1 Jt kkenels 155 God, are not brian 
and therefore their baptiſm. 3 18 no better than * 
broken. reed; on which, if they. dean, having no 
better ſupport,: they will fink. into endleſs fuffer- ; 
ings. "Baptiſm then may be, without Chriſtianity. . | 

And as baptiſm'is of no fgnification, ſo- neither 
is. ee without the favour” and image of. 
God; inaſmuch as none can be confirmed in that 
which they have not. If then, at baptifmz « 2 * 
-were made a member of Chriſt; a 11d of 55 
and an inheritor of the Kingdom of heaven ;” 
if you continued in that condition till the G58 1 

_ confirmation, you. might be confirmed in them. 
But if not, it was impoſſible.” And, 1 fear, you 
*give but little proof of being a member of Chriſt's 
-myſtical body, by having his heavenly life in your 
Heart, and by walking as he alſs” Walked, And 
yet nothing loſs could either conſtitute you x Chri- 
ſtian or be a proper ground of confirmation. Nor, 
I preſume, did you give anz better proof of, be- 
ing a child of God, by having hig ſpirit bearing 
_ witneſs with your ſpirit, that you were his.” 
that had been : propoſed as the 8 of your 9 
ration for confirmation; alas, how unprepared ha a 
it proved you to be; for, it is probable, you knew. 
no more of it, than of that which never had a be- 
| ing. But nothing leſs than that witneſs, is i 
_ Gent: to afford ſatisfaction. Nor is any thing but. 
that from which it flows, ſufficient for Brad 7 
Neither, I doubt, had you any ſenſe of che Ggnifi-. 
cation of being an | inheritor of the kingdom. 
heaven, by having a heayen of grace in your heart, 
conſiſting of righteouſneſs, peace, and joy in the 
Holy Ghoſt, and, thereby, an anticipation of A. 
heaven of glory. This is to inherit heaven. Nor 
is there any other wa, „in - this world, ſeparate 
from 11 that can be of ' ſervice or comes under a 
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ſſtate of mind, was of no more ſervice th | 
and ak therefore, no more ta be depended. on. "This. 


. qualified. for JO good. 


commemorating his meritorious. death; that. by 


— 
* * 
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A 


ten conſtruQion of it: All but a preſent in · 


e SOS of a future heaven, . is but 
form or profeſſion I or. nothing |) ©. ; 
A n only conſtitute a Chxiſtian, and are 
inſe on” from a, quien, far future ſalva- 
tion; if you neither the evidence of them in 


Jour heart, nor gave a practical proof of them in 


Jour life, how could you. be confirmed in them ? It 
could not be; therefore your confirmation contri- 
buted nothing to Ju conformity to God. Hence 
then; for — of a better ſubject, it was but an 
unmeaning ceremony. As ſuch; if you place any 
dependance on it, you deceive, yourſelf, by 2 | 
on that which, cannot ſupport you. 

may be confideat z for whatever, was. dane, —.— 
vou, if it neither found nor left you in a 1 


.noth hing; 


then is another thing which a man may have, anti 
yet not be a Chriſtian; ws conſequently, not 
As ſuch, it is of no ſer- 
Vice to a ſinner, and is highly 3 3 in his caſe, 


: he having mocking but fin, to be.confixmed in. 


The Sacrament of the Lord's ſupper, likewiſe, may 7 
be received . any benefit ae to the 
Its author intended it to be a mean of 


receiving the ſubſtituted ſigns, they ſhould remind | 
themſelves, and ſhew to others, that ſolemn tranſ- 


action. This, it is evident, is one end for which 
it was ordained. Another end to be anſwered by 


it, is conveying the benefits of Chriſt's death to 
mens minds, in ſaving them from in, Kc. 
To the right receiving of which, in r reſpedt of - 


; the firſt deſign, it is neceflary, that the receiver be 


acquainted with his. ſin, or with his ſalvation from 


*. ae the. di the other of theſe, the ſa- 
"1 - crament 
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the ſacrament; but the grace or ſpirit of Chriſt, * 


tt 


1 Gar f ＋ 
all who know not he watt or the worth of him oh 

he is but a eypher; his name is not precious, 185 5 
death is unprofitable,” and his ſpirit not dedradie 5 


| therefore, to them, the fig is wholly infignificant.. 
That it is thus, is as certain a8 that dhe 4 can act 


aright without underſtanding. But what ſenſe has 
à finner;” inſenſible of the nature, and unconcerned | 
about the conſequence of his ſins, of the want of a 

Saviour ? A Saviour is no more to him, than a 
phyſician is to a ſound man, or one inſenfible of 
his diſorder. Seeing then that the fick, and not 
the whole want a phyſician ; ; evident it . that in 

none but conſcious ſinners or perſons faved from 
fin, is the firſt deſign of the ſacrament anfwered. 
To all the reſt, whatever preparation they make by 

conning over che words of a book, and however 
devout they a at the place of the ſubſtituted 
Hons z the ſacratient: is but a ſolemn farce,” ind 

their whole behaviour therein mere grimace:.con- 
ſequently _—_ do' mot new forth _ death 1 in pi : 


they do. 


ene ee of the Websssent 8 
ſwered in ſuch. They preſs with their teeth, the 2 


_ outward elements; but” their carnal hearts Ravin ; 
no conception of a ſpiritual Chriſt, they do not feed bh 


upon him by faith, he is not- food to their ſouls; _ 


his blood neither cleanſes them from fin, nor his 
body begets in them vate, ritual life. And, as this is 
* 


the — end of ordinance; if it has not 
that effect, it is received in vain; it is to no more 
purpoſe than meat and drink weuld be to a child, 
if not turned into blood and ſpirits: For, as it is 


the ſpirit, and not the groſs matter of food, that 


benefits che body; ſo it is not the ente of ' 
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„food, would neither grow; nor continue to lives 

1 Wi in like manner, the ſacrament;- ſeparate from the 

4310 grace of life, is of no ſervice to the ſoul . 

| ö Vor could the body profit by food, if it was not 

1 : alive Prior to its partaking of it; for where there 
n is no life, there can be neither a continuance nor an 

115 | increaſe of it. Agreeable to which, if there be no 

| heavenly life in the heart; there is no ſenſe of the 

1 1 evil of fin, no deſire of deliverance from it, no 
1.18 hungrings and thirſtings after righteouſneſs, nor 

[34/18 dependance on. Chriſt as a Saviour. And, it is 

I evident, that all groſs ſinners, loyers of pleaſure, 

1 and perſons who have but the form of religion, 

Fl are in this condition; they are dead to God, aſleep 


113 in in, ſecure in danger, void of fear, without con- 
Ii © fcience, and deſtitute of care concerning the ſoul. 
In a word, their condition is ſuch as incapacitates 
i: , them to partake of the benefits of the ſacrament; 
por having no life in themſelves, they have no ap- 
petite, and ſo can neither ſeek nor receive ſpiritual 
things. To ſuch it is but a lifeleſs ceremony, with 
1 which th comply, through cuſtom or kalle con- 
1 ception. does the evil end in this ; for they 
eat and drink to their own condemnations bein 
Sil, of a wretched abuſe of the body and blood ng | 
Chriſt, ſignified by theſe Ras — their ig- 
norant unmeaning manner of ag 
No it may be preſumed, ity 
1 receivers are of this ſort; that though ae the ge fit down 
do this ſupper in a formal way; yet they are ſo dark 
sand dead as not to diſcern, and deſire the benefits 
intended to be received by it. To what purpoſe 
_ then do they partake of it? Alas I how few m 
give a good account of that! And, therefore, if 
_ cuſtom did not throw weight enough into the ſcale 
* 3 n that _ the FOO . 


* 
* 4 


+ 
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| of it, would not prevail with. many ** it. ua 
| fools will be in the faſhion; or drunkards,.curſers; 
ſwearers, liars; ſabbath-breakers, whoremongers, 
proud, paſſonate, covetous, ſelf-willed people, and 
every other ſort of ſinner would not be found at 
that feaſt; Falſe conception too, / induces a few. 
They have been told, by thoſe who neither believe 
the doctrine of tranſubſtantiation, nor conſubſtan- 
tiation, that the ſacrament will go far to ſave them. 
Hence it is, that they repoſe as much confidence in 
it, as if it were the Saviour; and that having re- 
ekired it, they ſuppoſe they are ſafe. Agreeable to 
which, I remember a famous rider of race-horſes, 
who generally received the ſaerament, prior to his 
riding a race. I ſuppoſe, to prepare him for death, 
in that dangerous way. And many, after living a 
wicked life, and filling up the meaſure of their 
*fins; to ſave them, receive the ſacrament, and ſo 
leave the world as if all were well with them. It 
anſwers the end of an opiate, to keep or to lull 
them afleep: For while they think it to be what it 
is not, or believe that receiving it is ſufficient, 
they deceive themſelves; and, it is probable, die 
in a deluſion. Thus a regular reception of the ſa- 
erament e bez without _ argen 6Þ Chrilki- 
anity :- ee c 
No Gebeine citirmal u Neben carry hy it An 2 
evidence of being i in the favour of God. Much in 
that way may be done, while the Lord is angry 
with the doer. I give all my goods to feed the pour, 
and habe not charity, I am-nothing.” This ſhews'how 
far a man may go in giving, and yet be nothing in 
the account of God. He e not only give all ER 
he ean without hurting hi 
circumſtances; but all his goods; and not to the 
rich, but the poor, the proper objects of charity; 
| and, W RT. 3 no more n nor 


; * o "OS # I 
* . Ns d 2 
- 


»% {63 $5 
wt 


elf or embarraſling Bis * - 


1 ob 

- Ie - *— E 
* 

45. GOwWiags 


1 
— 
* 
S 8 
— 


3% 12 OY - 
ren 
eee 


— D > WS a. e 
. ö 
= Y . re 
2 


PPP IPOS OTIS oO : * 7 
* err 


— 


: — 
2 2 8 _ 
= * 
4 T - 
— ll. „.... . CINIFICR —— * WEI 1 0 24 
9 * 8 4 2 oY A 
4.4 1 1 e * * * — 
A 
—— 


1 
| 
| 
1 


* 


t 138 1 


ig 2 15 1 4 * 8 1 5 1 @4 $84 146% 1 SY 


| aoceptable/ 10 God, | than, nothing. |. This 3s the 


t of the apoſtle, and it is according to 
truth z for all gifts, . profitable to the re- 
eeiver, do not render the giver agreeable to God, 
if he be not ſo in himſelf; the gift does not ſancti- 
fy the altar, but the altar the gift; the goodneſs | 
of the gift does not make the en good, (bur 70 
Donne of the giver the gilt. 

And have not charity. . Charity, dick. 1 
_ of good Ela is the grace of $0 ug — A 
' Heart divinely diſpoſed to do good. The ground 
of which diſpoſition, is the diene nature. This 
is the image of God; which, according to its mea- 
ſure, in whomſoever it is, produceth a benevolent 
diſpoſition. The reaſon of it ariſeth from the re- 
lation it hath to the Lord. God is love; and, 
therefore, is loving to all, while the day of grace 
endures. Hence, he provides, i in the way of 2 

1 


Providence, things pertaining. to temporal life, 
' "Theſe are ſeattered wich an open hand, ſo that. 4 


even the evil and unthankful, plentifully partake 
them. The Tame defuſive goodnefs is apparent, 
in regard of qpan's immortal part; his grace, which 
brings ſalvatidn, eee to allz and notwithſtand- - 
ing the repeated and ed provocations of 
ſimners, he is long-ſuffering, not willing that any 
fhould periſn, but that all ſhould, come to xepen- 
tance. And when, after all his merciful meaſures, 
they refuſe to repent and reform, be ſtill- has no 
pleaſure i in their puniſhment, it is hid ſtrange work, 
a work he unwillingly enters upon. Hence when 
the Jews had withſtood: the laſt effort of his grace, 
he wept, and wiſhed that they had been wile 48 
kom the. things that make for peace: 30 
From this difpoltion and manner - of doing in 
* Deity it is, that we muſt form a j of 
man, in * of che grace of charity, he being an 
8 "Ny. 


by 
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Tord z ; 
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2 e of him in he one, and an imĩtator wb] him 
other. He is benevolent and benefigient, - 


vidbing well to and bleſſing men with temporal 


bleſſings according to his ability, and contributing 


all that he can to promote the ſalvation. of their ſouls. 


For which, the only reward he looks for in this 
fe, is the teſtimony of his conſcience, the appro- 
bation of his Lord, and the pleaſing reflection of 
Having profited his. felow-creatures. | Herein. he 
Finds: a fatisfaction which more than eee 


. For every labour of love. 


55 Charity, which does not ariſe Gow! this root,. nor 


17 attended with theſe circumſtances, however ex- 
| 'tenliye, is no proof of the giver being agreeable 


to God. Tea, without them, he is nothing; no- 
ching good in himſelf, nor accounted. of by the 
or his heart is unholy, and he is abhorred 
ho judges not according to outward ap- 
- pearances, but the nature of inward. principles: 
And, therefore, only ſo far as theſe. agree with his 
4 nature, and man 1s: influenced. by them to imi— 
vat him in acting, is he any thing. 
No this is the rule whereby. to judge ol dhe 
acceptableneſs of a man's ſelf and ſervice... If he 


be in the favour and image of God, it is well, if 1 


not; he is not a Chriſtian, nor has the grace of cha- 
irity'y therefore what he gives, is either the effect 


| *of hee or to gain applauſe, or flows from human 


„or is done to obtain the favour of God, 


| "in hs Kingdom of heaven; for ſo great is the. 
© 


- ignorance: of ſome, as to ſuppoſe, that by their 

gifts they can atone Eg Wen lima, turn away the 
wrath of God, and procure a place in his. eternal 

palace. However, it is certain, obaxity may be to 
the giving all that a man hath, and yet he not be 
Aualified to ſerve the Lord; conſequently all. 
"0p Wing, as it * . is of no ſer- 
8 ; "hs Won P. P 2 e ee LE e 
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being 4 Chriſtian Prayer, with many, is only 


; and not to anſwer the end for. which che Almig 
; ordained i it; for Be giveth” his eh ſpirit” to. all Them 


oy: — ——— De. 
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| Hice te his foul: 80 this may "bes: 50 jet ü ber w 


Yo! Ckri ianity. 4810 5 1 
f "Neither is a coniflant” courſe. of prayer, a. prog 51 roof of | 


matter of form; the effect, firſt, of human bg 
os 3. and, ſecondly, of cos z. they were taught 
it in the time of their infancy, and they | know no 
reiſon but cuſtom for continuing it. They can ſay 
their prayers without any ſenſe of the ebificatla bB 
of them; not knowing what is, nor what. is not 
agreeable to their condition; for Whether they be 
faints or ſinners, of God or 5 the devil, heirs of 
heaven or of hell, they cannot tell. Henee i it is, 
that as they khaw not their wants, nor what they 
pray for, ſo, conſiſtantly with their ignorance and. 
want of appetite, they neither expect, nor deßte to 
receive any anſwer.” And thus 7770 18 made Tor 
the lake of. itſelf or for Tome wrong, reaſon on "4 


4 


that rightly 4%. by (IO 
Nor, indeed, do they properly pray t to the 1. ond. 
They do not addreſs him as one who is "preſent and, 
pies, their petitions; as exiſting” without and on. 
"fide of them, and as' inwardly. manifeſted 1 . 


the Mind. Aud yet to thoſe who are enli hten 
and enhiv ened, or capable of performing the duty 


of prayer,, the fun is not more obvious to #4 
ſenſes of the outward man, than the Lord is to 
thoſe of the inward; for, as the eye of the Bolts 

by the beams of the Lun diſcerns its body, and his 
beat defuſes Warmth throug h the Whole animal | 


45 ; in like manner, 184 light 'of. the Lord 


ines upon the ſoul and gives it the knowledge of 
himſelf, and his love, prefigured by fire, 2 : 


- nates the Whole inward principle with a heaven 


warmth, and eren unſpeakable comfort. 
5 Now 


— 


— 


Now they. who have not theſe, or ſo much 


deſire. Hence it is, that of the many who pray, 


#5 


but few receive promiſed benefits : they have not, 


, > 


not decauſe they do not aſk, but becauſe they alk. 


amils ; conſequently their labour is !oft, and t em- 
felyes, if they continue in that condition, will be 
N e i n Wen 


„ Contrary. to which, prayer, ri 


o wich, ghtly performed, 
is an immediate and direct approac | 


unto God as a 


being preſent with, ſenſible of, and able, willing, 
and read to ſupply all the wants of the petitioner. 
In which petition is implied, a ſenſe of the ſoul's 
neceſſities, a deßire of having them fupplied, fait 


ne. 


cerity, earneſtneſs, and unweariednely in th 
application, till the bleſſing be obtained. And al 


prayer, unaccompanied with theſe circumſtances, bl 0 


*. 


is no better than babbling, It is as ſenſeleſs as fi 


9 * - 


0 know not what, to à God whoſe 
eſſence they oo Far ee not, and of whom. they 
have no knowledge in their own ſouls ; and, there- 
fore, they do not pray, with the ſpirit and with the 
. underſtanding; rather, through their ignorance and 
deadneſs, they ſpeak words without knowledge and 


* 


in the promiſe of God through. Chriſt Jefus, and 


* 
— . 1 
- 
1 
4 
e * 


one man to aſk a favour of another whom he does 
not know, whoſe preſence he is not ſenfible-of, to © 


whom he does not direct what he ſays, nor.knows. 


i 


the nature, nor the neceſſity of what he-alks, nor 


= 


deſires to receive it. Now if the perſon, thus per 


titioned, were ſenſible of it, would he not cons. 


mſelf ſhamefully dealt with ? And vet, 


- 


man, and 


clude-the- 8 N to be either a fool or a mad- - 


Pear, in no wiſer, nor better a way do moſt men 


pray. But this is their fooliſhneſs, and the fruit 


of it is accordingly, it being a mere mockery of 


| the Moſt High, Wages of deluſion to themſelyes, 
1 „ 5 ah 8 5 * 5 . hs * 0 W 8 * 55 
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them as to ſhew the want of more, are blind; 2 
they pray to the , 


: 


. 


4 Ale intirely loft, Ai cauſe of xreatey Wen- 


"demnation. * £6 #909 
And to no Petter pürpote W. A of che Pha- 


5 i ces pray. They made many and long prayers ; 


© and, yet were as far from being really religious as 
the publicans and harlots, who, it is probable, 


Ny Fe not at all. Therefore for that as well- * 


r their other formalities, they received the g 
damnation. And the fame is notorious «oh 
preſent time; many, perhaps moſt Wh way,” are 
fimilar circumſtances ; ; hey *honour the Lord 
With their lips, but are ignorant of him in their 
Hearts. Hence their prayers are "unprofitable, 
they x bring no blefling 3 it is to them, in that re- 
_  Tpect, as if they prayed not. But though they gain 
nothing, yet their ſenſeleſs ſupplications- ſubject 
., them to the fore evil of being condemned as well 
for their duties 38 for their Mabolical decds. A 
"courſe. of formal ſenfelefs eager” es is no proof 
_ of being g 2 Cbriſtian ; but, on the contrary; an evi- 
dent W of neither being nor defir ug g be 
one: Such are dead to God, and therefore" not 
e to go good. e . | . 
„Nor is a regutar "and ofen tent TY oo 
A b. a 45 of being qualified to de 
Many 'who . equent there, are as ignorant 0 Far. 
3 PIE, as wicked as they could" be, if they 
. did nat attend. Neither, preſume, do they 
. know why they go as it concerns the ſoul. Their 
rackice gives toe great a proof of this; which 
+ an ignorant p urſuit of earthly things at the 
bn pioßt they pr Pt ropoſe to themſelves, 'mixed with 
Fn We 4; idle ſpee es, vain pleafures, and an'exceſ.. 


five ary Vcc of their fenſes and appetites j it is. 
a courſe as incompatible with any degree or defire 
of Chriſtianity, as light is with darkneſs. Nor, in- 
Ceed, can the diverſions 652 the age; n 
; W 
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diverſions, cannot conſiſt together. It is (elf-evi- 
dent; oo . they” carry. in them” an Ren r 


in that way. ever nee. Another, 


* 163 a 4 


low ad "WIN themſelves in, be reconciled with 
the way of falvation. Who can play at cards, ſitlg 


- irreligious ſongs, dance; go to balls, plays, horſe- 
. courſes, & c. and be working out his ſalvation with 
fear and trembling, by repentance, faith, prayer, 

ſighs, groans, & c. None; for they differ as widely 


as heaven and hell.—Nor-would A be wiſer than 


-lighting a taper to illuminate the ſun, to offer proof 


that a fate. of ſalvation and a life of fin or ſenſeleſs 


What 


"af Then the do the Kante of their conftiar: att. 


_ ance there? Cuſtom, I preſume, is one: cauſe 3 2 


e e before they were capable of be- 


ing accountable for their conduct. They were 


early initiated by thoſe who were ovef thern 7 — : 


therefore, like a tramelled animal they have 
_ 
"wth many, a greater reaſon is, a proſpect of p 


. - Pearing to advantage. It affords-an excellent" p- 
portunity of -expoling their perſons to the vieh of 


the public, when expence, labour, and art, int re- 


grace. 
To purchaſe, and to prepare theſe for the-fabbath- 


Y day, exhauſts their ſtock: of money and time; ànd 
to adjuſt: them in the moſt faſhionable and flatter- 


ing form, is a laborious Sunday morning ſervice. 
And then to the place of appearance they go; "to 
ſee and be. ſeen, to give and receive” falutations, 


and to fay 1 their Prayers z but to whom, and for 


What, their ignorance . uffers them not to be ſen- 
ble. This eee pride of ſome, who, it 


15 . feems, ſeek only to excel in point of appearance. 


Others have deeper views; they want, it is proba- 


die, 10 diſpoſe of themlclyes, and io come io mt 
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| "ſpe of apparel, have contributed all that they en, 
t make chem appear with the moſt See 
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wart for a match; to get a tha; oria wife, he- 
3 ing che principal reaſon why they are ſeen there. 
Zoe find their intereſt in tranſacting outward 1 
| Farenlefther ut, or in the way to, or. from 
of public worſhip, and fo ſerve. both their be q 
dies and fouls. - Others 2 to ſee a friend; ſome to 
ſpend an idle hour; and many for they know not 
That. In a word, thoſe places which better days 
| ſet apart for the ſervice. of the Lord, and to pro- 
[i - mote; the ſalvation of fouls, are now proſtituted 5 
principally: to evil purpoſes; + Seeing then that the 
| conduct of many who frequent there, carries in it 
| the cleareſt evidence of a complete eontrariety to, 
and perfect inconfiſiency with, religion, or even 
the deßire of is; it is evident, that. this may be,, | 
| —-without a preparation for doing good. | 
„Neither does a 2 and reformed. conditie im- 
ya preparation for doing good; inaſmuch as it 
vis be without either the favour: or the image f 
God. It is neyertheleſs true, that real" peniteney 18 
the effect of grace; flows either ſrom the remains 
ot che beginning of a right principle. Where the S 
ſoul has retained ſo much light and life as to be ca- 
; po of: knowing and condemning evil, that may 
de che principle of penitency; or, where it is in- 
tirely dark and dead, and ſo can neither ſee. nor 
cCeͤnfſure fin the grace of God's ſpirit by inlight- 
| ming and inlivening it, produceth a principle of 
| true "repentance. » Nor is any thing, ſave the one 
or the other of theſe, ſufficient; a8, without it, 
the ſoul can neither ſee, nor hate, nor forſake in, 
_ as a thing diſpleaſing to God and damnable to man. 
Some ſins indeed become ſo prejudicial to the body 
; or temporal eſtate as to make ſome ſorſake them, * 
i without that grace. An inſtance of which, a fer 
Fears ago, was in à man exceſſively ſubject to. 
12 55 e wenn, 3 * de ** 1 in . 
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Ak 3 . Bas Tel n 251 £ Aa 1 en | 
. us Lac ames, loſt the pr 
big temporal property; which, When he A otarey 
' ſober, and fend ble of, ſo affected him, that he re 
ſolved never to taſte ſtrong drink any more. A. 
ſolution which he ever after maintained. But that 
it was not his. conſcience which cauſed his reforma= 
tion, is evident from his continuing in other ius. 
And others, to repair A decayed (conſtitution, + 
broken fortune, or to rettieve a loſt. character, "bow. 
haye forſaken Particular ins, but continued in 
others. Now this; partial reformation was ſo 
far from denominating them true penitents, that: 
ik they had fotſaken all their fins for tlie ſame or 
. milar, reaſons, it vduld have fignified nothing in: 
' reſpect. of their ſouls, it being;a mere matter of 
temporal convenience, and not 1 Lord's honour, 
nor. their own. Regs, which induced: them to oh 
; and: other. reaſons, in that caſe, weigh nothing 
* els the Moſt ſt High, nor miniſters. good to ihe: 5 
>a os BE. f 7. Fed Cos : 
| . 1 fin is farfiken as offenſive to God ; 
y and hurtful to men; yet while it remains unfer- 
given, the perſon is neither accepted of Got; nor 
the inward, principle purified ; conſequentiy were 
is not A qualification for doing good. This is as 
evident as. that a Chriſtian principle, conſiſting of 
tbe loye and likeneſs of the Lord, is the only and 
ö indiſpenſably neceſſary cauſe of a Cbriſtian pra- | 
tice. Neither then does the deepeſt repentance, - 
accompanied with the fulleſt refermgrind n 5 
tute 2 Chriſtian or qualify. to do good.. 
Tes, ſome degree of Faith may be, lcd bs 
Chriſtianity; The believing that there is one God, 
is not only the faith of all nations, but, generally, 
of the individuals of every nation. Nor, in the 
caſe of any who have a capacity to judge of the na- 
tue of of things, a to draw rational eff ions 
rom 


rn v & ;w b ans at i 
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2 om them, is any ye che ob of ſenſe, 
8 to yaa this | Bi of faith tots 
the 8 of « creation and providence Carty 1 in them 
N k inconteſtable evidence of the being an and attri- 
nay, of a God, who. is wile, great, and good. — 
o in the perſon and performances of the 
Lord eſus Chriſt, 2. attainable in the Tame way. 
ture, which contains the only 8 8 
in 55 far as it is underſtood, alliſts, o bjeEtive- 
175 in believing in him ; and Which, as an Uſtori⸗ 
Lal truth, may be believed 135 the power of the 1a. 
tional faculty, Without, either 75 aid of à divine 
diſpoßtion or being ſupernaturally alliſted. Faith 
"Vitewile 3 in 95 Hoy oft, is compatible with this 
condition ,, aud not only as he is the third perſon 
i the STIL but alſo as the agent. of all the 
.t ns. . betwixt the Saviour and the ſonls' of 
men; in Tod] as the revealer of all facted 
truth in the feriptures, and as * the ſenſe öf 
it to the ſoul by changing its diſpoſition, and 
; thereby. capacitating it to comprehend it; as, alſo, 
i Þ, immedate revelations,. either in opening the 
ſcripture or by ſuggelting new matter to the mind 
1 Faw g ſpiritual or temporal things. 497 
ea, faith, as it refers to, and is the 8 
- of falvation, may be without S 
\ promiſes. of God, which are outward ſenſi fe ſign 
of inward faving benefits, may be as firmly de⸗ 
Jieved as any 1 — part of the bible by the rational 
| foul, ſeparate from, or independent of, divine al- 
ſiſtance: For, reaſon, .which herein is the root 
. of faith, requires only revealed truth as a foundas 
tion to raiſe a ſtructure of faith üpon. Whoever 
i then believes the ſcripture, in general, | may be- 
lieve, i in particular, That; if we confe uſb our Ant, he 
! it faithful and juſt 10 ae us our fins, and 10 
| | Ape. us fm all unrigb uſneſs. And WOT 52 a 


> 34d, 


— LL and yy 4 EVR . A 


6 


be bg e a aa 81550 f none froth.” by 
the f in le Anse 0 the rational faculty, fo, Mort 
efp Di ly, When the mind is 4 little iluniinated 
7 enlivetied : For when the ſoul is made ſenſible 
of its ſtate as finful,” and expoſed: to the wrath of 
God, and trembles for fear of future infelieity; it 
may, notwithſtanding, „believe, that Jeſus is the 
9 and, in confequence, that tlie promiſe of 
God, for his fake, will be fulfilled' upon it.” And 
yet, While it i is fo circumſtanced, it is not in a con- 
Aton which denominates it a Chriſtian. Hence, 
in all theſe inſtances, faith may be without pardon” 
| and purity,, the knowledge .of ſalvation and an 
earneſt of heaven; and, therefore, Wir # L | 
|libeation for doing bod. 
Tow. evident — is it, that en Nau vd 

raiſing country, be baptized, confirmed, re 

he, facrament, feed che poor, Pray in * 
ry way Feng Pe "worſhip, be work | 

h and 75 aot He 

e nor ankle to do good,” 15 1 
And. havin 297 7 how an 2 man "ray 22 : 


* 
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kk pt by the. co 100 you are itt; "ae fol 
2, proof. of what r have dr have not done. Ca 
Jou then with aſſürance fay,, that you. are ſo 0 
cepted. of God as to be in his favour, and that your 
ſoul. is ſo. boly:; - to have a continual tendency ta 
glorify. him, and to do 9125 to mankind? What 

evidence have you of theſe? Is his love thee... 

N in your hearty in peace and in) Joys by: 4 de- 
N 


i 


I "x" 


| holy, faith the | Lor 


in love dwelleth in God, and God in him. 
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ba, Father, from a, conviction, of being adopted 


into the family of God, by having his ſpirit bearing 
witneſs with your ſpirit that you are a child of 


God Have you an earneſt of heaven in your heart, 


by a preparation. for it, in holy tempers and af- 
feQtions ? And do you, in conſequence of theſe. 
things, deſire to die, as being aſſured that your ſoul 
will be received into the celeſtial world ? Now if 
you cannot ſay it is ſo, be ſure that it is not, and 
that you are not in a ſtate of ſalvation; theſe, the 
knowledge of them, and ſalvation being the fame, | 
or inſeparable things. 111 N BRL 


* - 


Be not ſurprized at this; do not think that Chri- 


ſtianity is either contrary to, or ſhort of, Chriſt. 
fully formed in the heart, the hope of heaven. 


The reaſon of which ariſeth from the nature of the 


with which it is principally concerned, are the Al- 
mighty, his ſervice, and kingdom. But theſe are 
holy in the greateſt degree; the Lord's moral at- 


things with which it has to do. Now. the 2 . 


tributes are goodneſs, juſtice, and truth; his law' 
is holy, juſt, and good; and his kingdom requires 


theſe properties in all its poſſeſſors. Hence, it ne- 


ceſſarily follows, that whatever conſtitutes the Lord, 


his law, and kingdom, muſt enter into the compo- 
ſition. of all that are agreeable to him, qualified to 


N prepared. to poet 0% "Buguene 


prepared by him. 


Jo confirm theſe aſſertions, I ſhall cite ſome 
ſcriptures which peak the ſame language: Be ye 

, for I am holy. "As be is, ſo are 
we in this world. And that ye put on the new man 
which after Gad is created in righteouſneſs,” and true 
holineſs. That by theſe ye might 15 made partakers of 
the divine nature. God is love, and be that davelleth 


Theſe are 


*. ws. 442 92 V4 . 
a . © ©» * highly 


100 L 469 1 | 5 | 
highly, expreſſive. of man's moral 7 to * 


Lord. - And how he is, 5 5 be ſerved, is figh 
They ſhalt. love the Lord. wvith all thy Wart, TiN uin 1 
; and; rength, and thy neighbour. as 75 y ſe elf.” That = 


being dali vered aut of ibe hands of our enemies, might 
ſerve. him in  halineſs and righteouſneſs before hint all 
the days. of our . life —And' that which prepares for 
his a is to be underſtood by the following 
pertinent paſſages: Except a man be born again, de 
cannot ſee the kin gdbm 0 God... Follow peace with all 
ten, and holineſs „ without which 7 no man. ſball ſet the 
2 Biel are the pure in heart, for they } 225 2 
od, 
| Nor is it poſſible that theſe ſhould fübfiſt in the 
Þ foul without-a ſenſe of them. The foul is the ſeat 
of ſenſe, and when impreſſed by outward pbjegts, 
it receives ſenſible ideas of them. In like manner, 
ſpiritual impreſſions, whether producing ſorrow, or 
joy, &, are exceeding ſenſible. In particular, it 
knows the ſtate it is. in in reſpect of ation, = -3 
capacity, to conform to the commandments of God, 
| ee its qualification for his kingdom. r 
Theſe are ſelf-evident things; many paffages of 
1 clearly prove. A ſpecimen of which, are 4 
the following: And hope maketh not aſhamed, becauſe 4 
ws love of God 1s ſped abroad in our hearts by "the Ha aly 
Ghoſt awbich js, given unto us, The} 1 750 itſelf Bea 
. witneſs. ,auith our. ſpirit, that wwe are the children 0 of Gad. 
And hereby wwe know that he abideth i in us; by 1 Pit 
which he hath given us.—Theſe carry in them an in- 
conteſtable e that ſalvation is ſenſible to the 
| foul. —And the ability to perform the x 700d pleaſure 
of God, is alſo. an apparent principle, implanted 
in the mind, by which it is ſet to ſerve him. This 


; implies a light to comprehend, a will to chooſe, and 
"TOO. to 1 Wen e e to Which, 
ü Jͤ 0 EOS At 
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it is ids Till circumciſe thine” heart, and 66 heart 
of thy ſeed, that thou mayeſt love the Lord thy G 
ng all thy heart, and with all thy ſout." Fur. we ore 
his workmanſhip, created anew in * Fefts- uno 
good vort, which God bath before ordained that be 
ſhould walk in them. I cum db all things through 
Cbriſt ftrengthening me. And that the evidence of 
an earneſt of heaven agrees not only with man's 
earthly condition, but is alſo inſeparable from a 
= eparation for it, is evident; to which the follow. 
„and other ſeriptures, bear the eleareſt teſti- 
mony: For we'-hnow that if the curthly houſe of this 
tabernacle were diſſalved, we have a. boilding of God, 
an houſe not matte with Bands, eternal in the Kate. 
And he that hath wrought us for the ſelfeſume thing is 
God, who hath alſo given unto us the earneſt of the 
| Hirit. And rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 
Now what can be more evident than that tharwhich Ny 
| conſtitutes a Chriſtian, qualifies to ferve God, and 
prepares for heaven, is not only the heart ſo re- 
newed as to refemble the Deity in a divine diſpo- 
Gtion, with a propenſity and power to pleaſe him, 
and à meetneſs in the properties of it to affociate 
- with the Saints above, but that there is alfo an 
evidence of each neceffarily arifing from it: Such 
know that they are of God by the bytrir which he 
hath given them; they rg: perceive that their 
; E are ſect to ferve and they anticipate the 
happineſs of heaven by a a joy which f is unſpeakable 
and full of glory. 
And inaſmuch as diele are the natural and ne- 
Leffery ingredients which enter into the compoſition 
of the Chriſtian principle; where they are not, the 
contrary are; the abſence of the Lord's love, uke 
neſs, and an earneſt of heaven, ſuppoſe his wrath, 
ſatan's image, and an earneſt of hell. The one or 
the other of theſe muſt be. All the difference is, 
ö N that 
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for what can it 
ſucceſſion of ſenſual enjoyments, to acquire riches, 
| to be plump in perſon, and eaſy in ſpirit, when he 


£a9 1 


ea na their Aida ab 
not. Some feel the wrath af God abide upon 
them in preſeut condemnation, and. have 41 

fore-bodings of future damnation. Others are in- 


whether they be children df Gods or —— the devil, 
heirs, of heaven or. of hell; they are aſleep in fin, 
and ſecure in danger. This i is their general cha- 
racter. The only exceptions to be made to it are, 


that they have — intervals of flight conviction; 


that whale, the day of grace endures, the divine 
ſpirit. ſtrives, with, convinces and condemns them. 
But that theſe convictions, with many, never come” 
to good effect, is evident from their continuing 6 


commit ſin; they ceaſe not from ſwearing, lying, 


ſabbath- breaking, gcc. Hence it is, that the word 
lieth in wickedneſs; fig overſpreads the land as a 


flood; all orders of wen, few exceptions to bo. 


made, are deeply infected with it. 
However, as a preparation for doing good, is 


abſolutely neceſſary; it is a point to Which — 


cannot be too attentive, and · for the attaining of 
which, if leſs would not ſuffice, it were hi ghly 


| profitable for a man to ſacrifice all his ſenſual fatis-- 
Factions, abandon his profitable purſuits, emaciate 


his body, and afflict his ſoul to the higheſt degrees. 
profit him to have a contin 


is the flave of ſin, the devil's ſervant, and an heir- 


of damnation! A condition fo calamitous, if xightly 


underſtood, would be ſufficient. to excite: againſt 


hhimſelt the ſevereſt indignation, and provoke him 


to purſue, with unremitted ardour, this moſt ex- 
cellent antidote againſt evil, and power to do good. 


For the unfolding of which, I ſhall ur offer 
the following pariculars. * = 


aN | | Q 2 DT 85 Now 


ſenſible of all that concerns them; they cannot tel 


4 
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_ New ahh which ü eee apo: is man's 
condition as a ſinner. s of -which, 
are blindneſs, hardneſs; Kearlenn es, and want of 
a well- grounded hope! The finner is inſenfible of 
Himſelf, his ſin, danger, and the Way of falvation. 
He knows not that his heart is helliſn, the v 
image of the devil, and a ſource of anful ab 
damnable deeds. He fees not that his life is a 
tranfcript of the deviPs law; that he literally does 
what the Lord forbids,” and what the devil would 
have him to do. He is likewiſe dark in regard of 
danger, not knowing that he is already condemned 
to be damned, and that the ſentence may ſoon be 
executed upon him. And he is equally inſenſible 
of the way of being ſaved from fin and ſuffering.— 
Hence he is hard; he does not lament his caſe, his 
heart is not ſoftened by forrow for fin, nor is his 
head waters, nor his eyes fountains of tears. And 
as his fin increaſes, ſo does his hardneſs.” And 
when it has got to the higheſt pitch, his heart is 
as immoveable as the neither milſtone, and as 
ſenſeleſs as fleſh feared with a hot iron. And from 
this callous condition, the unmeaning mad-mirth-of 
wicked men proceeds. Inſtead” of weeping and 
wailing, for the intolerable and eternal torments 
they are ſubject unto ; they laugh, ſport, play, 
4eft, joke, dance, ſing ſongs, &c.* Now none but 
fools and madmen can do fo when in danger of 
death and damnation.—Inſeparable from which, 
is their being void of the fear of God, of death, 

and of ' damnation. © God, notwithſtanding - his 
greatneſs and goodneſs, Juſtice and holinefs, omni- 
preſence and omniſcience, does not affect them; 
= 8 is neither in their heart nor before their 
The reaſon of which is, he is not an ade- 

Me eg, they have not ſenſes capable of rightly 
congeiving of him. 1 is inviſible and | holy, and 
can 


t * 


dan only be ſeen by afight which Heir dark minis 
are deſtitute of: For a ſinful diſpoſition; is ta th 
ſoul; what hlindneſt is to the hody: they. 1 en- 
der inſenſihle of their reſpective objects. Heng 
as the blind ſee no danger on the brink ol 8. pit 3 0 
ſenſeleſs hnners ſee not the evil of fin, the wrath 
of God, the curſe of the law, nor the damnation 
af hell. To all theſe, though revealed from. heay - 
ven againſt them, they are as blind: .25.a-bretles 
Therefore they are as bold as lions, ive ſecutely, 
dure to die, ea ta take a leap. in the en 
knowing whither they are going. ae 
No-] 25 inen of men be a. proof of, pic hae 


ene ß 


1 as many not only ive. in a cuſtomary 
| . courſe of ſinning, but, alſo, JET the ſigne 4 
ſatis faction in fo doing: which evidence the evil of ' 
their heart, and the habits they have contracted. 
ſhew the eallouſneſs of thoix.conſorences, and want 4 
concern for ſalvation 3005 
: How. then may cheſs: be * ee foams, thels- 
dank; dead, and danger ous condition ? RIA 
ral aſſiſtance. is iel 3 imme. 
they cannot. enlighten n | | EN 
'Theſe are properties whi 
aut the concurrence of divine grace, cannet Prin 
ciple a ſoul with, But when the glorious ſun _ 
nighteouſneiſs begins to ariſe upon a benighteꝗ ſoul, 
he infuſeth light and life into it, whereby it awake 
eth out of ſleep and ariſeth 2000 the dead; and, as 
a neceſſary conſequence, ſeeth, feeleth, and ap- 
prehendeth in a way widely. different. from What it 
did. Sins, which long lay in oblivion, now begin 
to appear ; for he who giveth it. a capacity to com- 
prehend, is alſo its remembrancer, by reminding: 
it of its many miſdeeds. Henee, they pour in 1g. 
er page Ig 2 26h nn . * 
nr „ h 
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ſeek eg from it, he 


power, & c. Whieh produce conviction, guilt, ſor- 


and other ſuitable ſenſations; Which ett the 
ul for- what is prepared for it. 


Ab _"eannot be inſenſible of any thing that concerns. 
inner, can make him remember whatever he has 


2 to its works, can eaſily 


Tek 


of: tee e 0 be merciful to me 2 fin- 
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+ Now this is done with or eee een | 
for he attacherh himſelf to, and worketh by many. 
Whatever occurs chat is calculated to givè man a 
fuitable ſenſe of his condition, and excite him to 
applieth, and giveth 

Without; through immediate mani- 
— to the mind, by voice, viſion, dreams, 
repreſentations, impulſes,” infuſions of light, life, 


row, ſhame, fear, hatred of evil, deſire of good; 


Nor is there any difficulty in this... Goa, who 


done; he who will judge the world ſuave): — 
out in 

t time, paſt public and 9 
e can do it by degrees or by a full convictiontat 


Brſt. It is gencrally done gradually, becauſe it is 


his will that the ſinner ſhould coneur in his owns 
eoncerns ; chat he fhould be upon bis trial in ſeek= 


ing as well as in ſerving him. The condition of 


many carries in it a elear conviction of this, inaſ- 
much as they are neither fully convinced nor con 
verted. And yet all might be, while the day of. 
grace endures. But by difobedienee, -convietion- 
with moſt is ſuperficial and ſhort: _— enters not. 
deep and ſoon dies.——Nor does the Lord compeb 
them to forſake their fins, as their: continuing in; 
them ſuffieiently proves. And yet he would, if 
he conſiſtently could; inaſmuch as he has no plea . 
fure in their fin, nor in their ſuffering for it. The 


| Ignorance, impenitency, and wickedneſs then. 


Which abound in * RO are not. the, fruit: of: 
| * 0 | ES beg 9 
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any defect in the grace of God's:ſpirity.not: of his 
want of good-will towards them, but of the can 
1efs,/ llothful; timorous conduct of men. Hence, 
it neceſſarily follows, that a preparation for doing 
yu —— bby whos up as the; cauſe of 


DIES + — 5 e 44 4195, rad 
«indian thisariſeth rens bes n f man and the 
covenant of grace. The nature of man is ſree and 
active; and, therefore, capable of making oppo- 
ſition, eſpecially when it is finful. Its chooſing og 


refuſing, is the effect of its freedom, notwithſtandy | 
| ———— 
Hence, under the load of influence,” it is 
— acts as its poſſeſſor pleaſes, 8 
in the laſt point of determination 3 and ſo may 

either obey or diſobey the dictates of the divzne - 
ſpirit and its on (then) divided diſpoſition anch de. 
hre Nor is this contrary to, but rather conſonan 
with, the nature of divine commands. For 1 
the Almighty requires men to repent, and tells 
them that they ſhall periſh, if they do not; it ſup⸗ 
poſes, that they may or may not, and that it de- 
ee on their own pleaſure to do or leave it un- 
done. In like manner, as conviction is but ſeldom 
| complete on its firſt commencing; the increaſe of: 
it depends on obedience to the beginning of . it 


And e er- as the beginning is mall, it is, 


abſolutel neceſſary to be attentive to it. It is like 
a ſpark. t. n on combuſtables, the greenneſs or; 
moiſtneſs of which, tends rather to quench it than. 
to be kindled by it. The heart which is finful in 

itſelf, and: ſurrounded by temptations, requires all 
the culture! man is capable of giving it. Thoughts, 

deſires, and whatever elſe that flow from the ſeed. 
of grace ſown in it, muſt be watched over and re 
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per 
your, ſoul. He gave his ſon to be a farrifice for 


I 8 2 


2rary things reſtrained and. kept undet, thiat: 
8 the prevailing of che good pri 4 
And as this method is — there will be an in- 
£ aſe of. diſcernment; deſire, deteſtation of ſin; 
&c. which, by how much they incrraſe, will de 
aten the falſe peace, quicken the conſcience, raiſe 
fear, convulſe the ſoul, and create-an unſpeakable 
concern; The ſoul will then be ſeen in its true 
colours; a finful, guilty, hell-deſerving, 
Wer, the ſinner, finking in his — 
Des, Arbe cut. off from all hope reſulting from 
his own righteouſneſt, repentance, | reformation, 
ayers, tears, &. All his ſupports wiltifiak un 
you him ; he will haue no plea, but -I have — 


Tem condemned; deſerve: 10 be damned what. 


er to be ſaved ! 4 eien I 085 
Aud now finners, is it neceflary & iseat yas, 
t be forgiven ? Surely, if the Lord will forgive, 
chat need not be. Rather, you ſhould be ins Wil 
ling as a malefactor is to accept the King's matry. 


DLonßder then vour need of it, and conclude; that. 


if he will vouchfafe £6 great à favour, it is your. 
| wifdom to accept it, however hard his con- 
ditions may be. And, be affured, that nothing is 


more agreeable to him, it being for that very pur- 


poſe that yon have been permitted to hre. Your- 
Bas, with your unholy ſoul, have been ſuſſicient 


to ſeparate you from himſeif, and to-fink-you into 

_endlefs fufferings: Therefore your being out: of hell 

indicates how - e Moms Dees? Deal in you 
puniſlunent. 1 e 


Conſider, likewiſe, whathe lis b 0 Abu 
good 3. to prevent- your perdition, and to —-_ | 


your fins,” accepting his Tufferings- as a fufficient- 


atonement for them: for he war in Chri = reo. 


ciling the avorld.to "Os way imputing their * trefs. 
N e ae. 


? 


an our een af. 
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paſſes« This then the ground | | A. TH 
go to. find forgiveneſs. And it is a ground ſullciegt 
to ſuſtain all the weight of your fins. It is fir 
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footing, though-all be ſea beſides. Ie i inhite if 


value, being the ſacrifice of him who;was God an 
of the Father, w 
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And for your farther encouragement, 
to his promiſe ; for, without that, you. can hav: 
but littie hope of ſucceſs. However, if the wore 
of a God, of one who cannot lie, and who is able 
willing, and ready to fulfil it, can encourage, yo! 
may have it from this quarter, inaſmuch as they are 
all yea, and amen, in Chriſt Jeſus , centering in Him 
as the mediator of the new covenant, and ſure to 
be fulfilled for his ſake, being faithful who has pr 
miſed - A ſpecimen of the promiſes contained in 
this covenant is, I will put my laws into their n, 
and write them in their hearts: and I will be to them 


» 
2 
- 


4 God, and they ſhall be to me a people. And they ſpall 


* hy. * 35 


not teach every; man his neighbour, and every man” Þis 


on 4 


brother, ſaying; know the Lord : for all Jhall Eid 


me, from:the legſt to the greateſt For I will be ne. 


ful to their unrighteouſneſs, and their fins , and the ir ini- 
-quities will: I remember no more. If ave confeſs. our fits, 
be is faithful and juſt to forgive ur our fins, and to 


cleanſe us. from all unrightenuſneſs. Theſe are plain 


and pertinent paſſages; general in ſenſe, as having . 
reſpect to all ſinners, and particularly applicable to 


every penitent. Hereby then the mind of the Moſt 


High is made knoyn e mankind. This 


his Son Jeſus Chriſt, the mediator betwixt himfelf 
and them. Nor is it defective in quality or quanti- 
ty; its quality is according to their condition as 
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guilty unholy creatures, and. its quantity is 
to. all their evils. 4 i" N 
Now what can prevent your partiking of th : 
but your own incredulity or careleffneſs. 
If you pelieve the report, credit what the Lord hath 
Laid, and confide in him for its Fulflli and 
you.:earneftly ſeek it by prayer, and in the uſ 
all other appointed means, it will be gn ven. This 
is as ſure as that God is true; for he is faithful and 
juſt to forgive, and to cleanſe from all unrighteouſ- 
neſs. Here then reſt your Van 70 not from 0 
3 agonize to enter in, romiſe w i 
take place, and your ſoul ſhall be ſen able of it. Of 
which, ſalvation ſhall be one, and ſatisfaction another 
ſign, of 3 its being received. You hall be fo ſaved as 
to have neither guilt for what is paſt, nor fear tor 
what is to come; peace and hope ſball poſſeſs and 
| preſerve you, and purity and power ſhall be the pro- 
ties of your inward principle, for your affections 
weil | be fuitable to their excellent obj jets, the Lord 
and his ſervice, | and their PEGS will make you 
ſurmount difficulties, eſcape dangers, reſiſt temp- 
tations, and diſcharge duties: With theſe you ſhall 
be proof againſt all oppoſers, and equal to every 
taſk aſſigned.— They will likewiſe afford ſolid 
ſatisfaction; none of the evils which characterized a 
your former life, ſhall condemn you; rather, your 
once. guilty - conſcience. will be lent and ſerene, 
' MENACE no more for what was amiſs, but agguit and 
cConſolate you; which will afford an picks pony EVi= 
Þ5 dence df your acceptance with God. Holineſs o 
þ3 heart too, or divine tempers and. affeQtions will be 
a ſource of ſatisfaction, both in reſpe of their 
eſſence and action ; their eſſence will be high and 
heavenly, partaking of the properties of the hi 
N a ies . n — will es 4 
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ſulting from both, will heighten the happineſs by 
the ien of the 8 . W of 5 
cauſe, both here and hereafter. 1 
And now being created anew in Chriſt: jens; 
what return will yen make to the Lord for his bene- 
frts ? That which he requireth is, That you do goad. 
The objects of which are himſelf and mankind. 
And inafmuch as he is the greateſt and beſt of 
beings, as well as the author ef all mercies and 
bleſfings, and object of expectation; duty muſt 
firſt be done to him. In the diſcharge of which, both 
our heart, lips, and Hife muſt be employed. And, 
firſt, your part muſt be performed in his praiſe. In 
which, his excellences and acts; his ſpirituality and 


purity, wifdom, goodnefs, greatneſs, juſtice, mercy, 


— 


| patience, long-ſuffering, &c. muſt be the objects 


of your adoration. Praife- to the high and 
.ord, is an eminent act of the rational and holy 
ol. and theſe are the ſublime ſubjects on hir 
to expatiate in that celeſtial ſervice. Which bei 
a principal part of the employ of happy fouls im 
heaven; it is an imitation of thoſe celeſtial fong= - 
ſters in that which i is their greateſt excellence; and 
the moſt ſublime part of 3 ſerviee. Nor is this 
imitation Epe de with man's condition, ina 
much as the ſervice and the power to perform ic, 
are the ſame both above and below. Hence, in 
doing good, God muſt be adored in a mental amd 
m a modulated way, with the mind and Wick tie 
mouth. The mind muſt have a high aud homom- 
able ſenſe of him, and ſignificant ſigus of what he 
is and has done, muſt be exhibited by: rings and 
ſongs of praiſe. — The life likewiſe. muſt ſhew fort 
his praiſe. Every action mull correſpond with the 
nature-and extent of his commands; flow from the 
fruits of his ſpirit. in the heart, and be done with 
| * 
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deßgn to honour kis n name, wennn and government 


in the world. te 


"Gratitude alſo for benefies,! is aber way of bh 
ing good, as it has reſpect unto God. Beneſits are 
the great and good things daily received. Temporal 
bleſfings, the neceſſaries and conveniences of life, 
are a portion diſpenced in the way of divine provi- 
dence; and being imparted for the preſervation, 
proſperity, and pleaſure of man's periſhable part; 
it is a duty incumbent upon him to be unfeignedly 


thankful for them. He that can fit down to a table 
prepared by providence, and return from it with- 


out a grateful ſenſe of his benefactors bounty, is a 
brute; and, therefore, by a ſenſible ſatiriſt, is 
compared to a ſwine under an oak; which, though 


it feed to the full on what is fallen from it, never 


looks up to ſee whence the fruit came. Such are in- 
ſenſible of their dependence on God; who, by re- 
ſtraining the rain can reduce them to the greateſt 


extremity. Beſides, ſuppoſing no danger of that; 


thankfulneſs is every dependent creature's duty; and 
the want of it, in ancient days, was a mark of an 
abandoned mind; for when St. Paul gives a cata- 
logue of the greateſt erimes, and thereby deſeribes 
the cauſe of ſome being caſt off and aceurſed of 
God, he concludes it with, neither were thankful. 
Surely then none diſcharges his duty to God, who 
is not grateful for daily benefits. A confirmation 
of Which may be collected from inſtances of the 


contraxy kind, in the example of the moſt excellent: 


Our divine Redemer and pattern, before he fed the 
five thouſand, Tot bread, and gave thanks unto Gad. 
St. Paul, Uke Wife, Took bread, and gave thanks unto 
God, in the midſt of them ll, and v4! Wh he had broken 
it, he began to eat. This method of proceeding, 
ſhews the ſenſe they had of the ſovereign being, and 


3 ee they were * to be * 
m 


TS OT LOT += 


4 


wo ms SS tO r ¼ͤ ˙— 


0 586 3 


him for thy temporal wings. Mor, muſt the grati - 
tude of man be confined to theſe. Spiritual ones, 

Which, as as they are more profitable, pleaſant, and 

durable, are a; much greater cauſe. of it. Betwixt 
them, there is no compariſon; inaſmuch as the 
beſt, and the greateſt abundance of earthly things, 
anſwer; no better purpoſe than to ſupport the body 
and ſatisfy the ſenſual appetite, for a ſhort and un- 
certain ſeaſon: But ſpiritual ones, have. reſpect to 
the preſent and future well-being. of the immortal 
ſoul. And that they have as real a ſubſtance, and 
ure as ſenſible to the ſoul as temporal ones are 
to the body, is intimated and evidenced: by Chriſt's 

calling himſelf the bread and the water of life. Which, 

though figurative expreſſions, yet are ſignificant of 
ſubſtantial and ſpiritually ſenſible things. Theſe 
denote the graces: of the ſpirit, Kd — 5 e | 
enliven, ſtrengthen, comfort, &c. the ſouls o men; 


they make them alive to God; couſtitute them ca- 


pable of loving, delighting, rejoicing, and hoping 
in him; form the eſſence of heaven in the heart 
in holineſs and happineſs; and are, in the preſent 
time, an anticipation of eternal glory. To which 
in ward principle, (for all theſe + oth to that) is 
added ſuch. bleſſings as ſerve. to refreſh, inyigorate, 
and make more fruitful in that 5 - is agreeable 
to God, profitable and pleaſant to themſelves, and 
edifying to others. Deliverances likewiſe, both of 


a temporal and ſpiritual nature, as wrought by the 
Providence and grace of God, and a well ground- 


ed hope of heaven, inhance the whole. Theſe are 
the general beneſits for Which man is to be gr. d 
and, thereby, to do good. 


* third method of ging good, in re; IF; Of : 


God, is fo keep his, commandments. This 1a re- 
"ſpect to every particular of the whole. of man's life, 


Whether acred or civil; agrecable. to. that com- 


- 
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mand, Whether" * or drink, or PEE 2s ye &, 
do all to the glory God. To lorify him, is to have 
a continual remembrance of him, to advert to his 
preſence, to act under his eye as the inſpecter of 
all deſigns and deeds, and to conſider him as the 
object, end, judge, and rewarder of them. To 
glorify him, is, alſo, to imitate him in all his 
imitable properties and perfections; in his wiſdom, 
Holinefs, love, goodnefs, truth, juſtice, mercy, 
patience, long. fuffering, &c. in the higheft degree 
we are capable. of. To glorify him, is, likewiſe, to do 
all things with a defign to pleaſe him, and to ſhew 
forth his praife, by making his name, nature, at- 
tributes, and acts honourable in the eyes of others, 
that they alſo may be excited to RET his falvation 
and ſerve him. 

Doing good has alſo reſpect to men "wy thede 
ſouls a.” bodies. And as the foul is the principal 
Part; the good which is done to it, is of great and 
eternal concernment, as tending to prevent its per- 
dition, and to promote its falvation. And that the 
inſtrumentality of man may be of exceeding great 
ſervice, is evident. St. James faith, Let him Fnow, 


that he who converteth a ſinner from the error of Bis 
avay, ſhall fave a ſoul from pf H hide a mul- 


titude of ſins. And yet herein he can be but an inſtru- 
ment. However, as the Lord has conſtituted man 
capable of receiving ſpiritual ood by ſecond eauſes, 
and commands men to c ute to it according to 
their power; it is a duty incumbent upon them fo 
to do, To which purpoſe, the example muſt be 
excellent, as nothing is more inſtructive than that; 
for a good man ſeen, though filent, counfet gives; 
and the toucht ſpectatq; lter to de wiſe, to be 
like him. This is a powerful way of inſtructi 
inaſmuch as works are more forcible than wo 
Words are eafy and * 5 often the eſſect 5 
wm e 


| ple; as many are ambitious 
of being teachers, for applauſe or profit. But works, 
though not always unfeigned; yet generally indicate 
what, a man is, it being difficult to act the chriſtian, 

in all points of practice, without a right principle. 
To do good then, in this way, is to act agreeable 
to the goſpel. And this thread muſt run through 
the whole life, and be ſo regular as to have no un- 
evenneſs in it; for a defect in piety to God, in 
juſtice, truth, charity, &c. to men, will de like a 
dead fly in the apothecaries ointment. 
Hut doing good, as it reſpects the ſoul, may be. 
miniſtered by words alſo. Sinners muſt be reprov= 
ed, or their 58 8 if they periſh, will be required 
at the neglector's hands. Thou Halt not hate thy bro 
ther in thy heart ; Thou ſhalt in anywiſe rebuke thy neigb- 
bour, A not ſuffer fin upon bim. Now to ſuffer fin, is 
to permit it to paſs. unreproved, when it is poſſible 
to be done; and which, according to the judgment 
of God, is. to hate our brother. The reaſon of 
which is, that fin is the direct, the ſure way to end- 
leſs ſufferings. Who then that loves another, would 
not ſeck to prevent or pluck. him from the way of 
perdition? Surely if one for whom we had a favour, 
were purſuing. paths leading to the deſtruction f 

his perſon. or property, we ſhould reprove and ap- 
prize him of his danger; and not to do it, would 

argue the want of a good will, and indicate an evil. 
one. Who then that loves ſouls can ſee them de- 
ſcend to the devil and damnation without reproving = 
them? Surely none. What then are,they pole 
mouths are no reproofs, but ſuffer ſinyers to go to 


pride or a worſe principle; as . 
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hell as faſt as ſin and the wings of time can carry 
them? Alas, they have no love, or they would labour 
for their good. Then they are haters gf them; that 
is their proper character. And, it is probable, in 
the day of Wen e e will accuſe them of 
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us for {wearing £2 W drunkennetz, 'whoredoms, 
ſabbath-breaking, &c. we might have been ſaved 
ftom fin and ſuffering.— —Good may Rkewiſe be done 
by inſtruction; for às every man muſt be warned, 
ſo muſt every man be taught. Such as know” not 
their ſtate of mind muſt Have it explained to them; 
in papticular, the evil nature and damnable effects 
of ſin ſhould be ſhewn in their true colours, that 
they may be without excuſe: The deyiliſh'Rate of 
the heart too, its pride, anger, ſelf-will, covetouſ- 
neſs, and other wicked tempers and affections 
muſt be diſcovered as inconſiſtent with chriſtianity, 
| and incompatible with heaven. From theſe muſt 
be inferred the abſolute neceſſity of forgiveneſs and 
the grace of God's ſpirit to reſtore them to his fa- 
vour and image; without which it is impoſſible to 
be at peace with him, to ſerve him, or to be ſaved 
with an everlaſting! falyation. © The way to obtain, 
_ retain, and i improve them to the beſt purpoſe muſt 
alſo be pointed out, viz. by repentance, faith, and 
obedience: In a word, example, reproof, inftruc- 
tion, &e. muſt be uſed: to prevent. the n een 
and to promote the ſalvation of men. 

Doing good has likewiſe reſpect to the vadkss of 
men; and implies miniſtering to them, by cbunſel, 
caution, gifts, &c. adviſing them for their wdvans. 
tage, guarding them againſt evil, and farniſhing 
them with ſuc things as they wink and we haye to 
give. In particular, feeding the hungry, cloathing 
| Ke naked, . the diſtreſſed, ane the _ 
; "Py 

Let us now feivs' her it is ths as Exil. To do : 
evil, in a good ſtate of mind, is to act contra 
its dictates and divine commands. This is the e Q 
of that, freedom conſequent on a conſtitution" of 
mind which qualifies man to act a for res 
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be is accquntable to. God. Hut the corruption con- 


tracted by ſinning, deſtroys that freedom, b te 
by Gxing ic in the choice and praCtice of full, That 
it is thus, is evident from this, that freedom of 
choice is not compatible with every condition; that 
though a holy ſoul-has 2. liberty to chooſe evil, an 


unholy one has not a power to chooſe good; they 


cannot turn and prepare themſelves to good works, 
without the grace of God aſſiſting them. Hence 
then though ſin begin with freedom of ſoul, it may 


iſſuc in bondage 10 it. And a. conſtant courſe of 


ſinning, is an evident proof of a compleatly corrupt 
ſtate: For ſin, in the beginning, by producing 
uilt, fear, ſhame, & c. fits uneaſy on the ſoul; and 
55 is neither ſo frequent, forcible, natural, nor 
agreeable as when the heart is corrupted and the 
oonſcience quieted by it. That conſtant courſe of 
wickedneſs then, and the lightneſs, laughter, mi 
and apparent. unconcern which accompany it, and 
which are ſo common in the world, are clear in 
dications that many are ſo corrupt as to be ineonſei- 
ous of their condition: they are neither condemned 


— 


»D 


in their conſciences, nor do they dread damnation: | 


for what they do. 


Seeing then. that the firſt cauſe of ſinning is a: 
wrong ule of. free-agency, the ſecond. is a corrupt 


| heart conſequent; on it. And to do evil, is to be 
guilty of acts of ungodlineſs or unrighteouſneſs, of 
a breach of ANY. command contained in. the firſt 


or the ſecond table of the law; of loving and Tery-. 


ing any thing more than the Lord, bowing down: 
to or worſhipping idols, taking the Lord's name in 
vain, breaking ſabbaths, not honouring parents, 
killing, committing adultery, ſtealing, bearing falſe 
witneſs againſt neighbours, or coveting what is: 
_  anvther's,./To do evil, is, likewiſe, to do any, and! 


wi 


| conſequently every 87 out of God's favour: ard 
image; (for theſe are abſolutely neceſſury as a pre- 
pazation for doing good) Hence, — is re: 
er theſe, is ſinful: as ſuch, not only 
earing, lying, reg drunkenneſs — 
; ſtealing, $6. Sy defraudin — ing 
_ paſſion,” ſelf=will;' Ke. are inf but, all ae 
civil: and ſacred actions their plowing, f. 
reaping; gathering into barns, buying, ſelling, tra 
ing, traſſicing, prayers, ' praiſes, offerings, aims, 
reading hearing, receiving ſacraments; &c. are 
fo alſo⸗ All theſe, however good in themſelves, are 
evil in thoſe who do them without the qualifieat 
tions requiſite to render them good in the-account 
of God: For, as an evil tree cannot bear good 
fruit, ſo an evil perſon cannot do good things. 
Moreover, to do evil, ſignifies alſo to be propa⸗ 
Fators of it, by doctrines 5 to Na! 
or detrimental to men; by Pep op. ons 
all or any of his eſſential attributes, his 2 
Kis appointment to judge and reward men accord- 
ing to their works, the fervice due to him, &c. = 
reeRing g the ſeriptures, by wrong repreſentation 
the nature and way of mage. by fooliſh and 
falſe ways. of worſhip, and ery other thing 
whereby the Lord is robbed of ks 1 Ris right, and men 
are prejudiced in their ſpiritual and eternal concerns. 
In particular, to teach as the way to heaven that 
Which is the way to hell; whereby fouls are kept 
inſenſible of” fin. and danger, and ynacquainted® 
with the nature, neceſſity, and way of falvation. 
This, as it will Have effects fubſiſting for ever in 
the loſs of heaven and. the gaining of hell, is the 
moſt dreadful way of doing evil; it is 1 factors 
for the devil, deſtroying Wuls, and 25 ling the 
regions of damnation —Example- alſo is 2 way 
2 evil is done. 292 che ſwearer, ſabbatlr⸗ 
& | breaker, 


| the proud, the paſſionate, the ſong : ſinger, &c; ſhew 
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[aa drunkard, lier, railney; abufer ne 
by words or works, the covetous, the worldly;talkes- 


others the way to work wiekedneſs, and by all the in. 
fluence or force that facts ean give, excite them to 


the commiſſion of it. Thus governors inſtruct che 


ned, preachers their people, maſters their 
s, parents their children, and all other pub. 


er 


lic offenders all with whom they have to do To 


do evil is Hkewiſe to command others to commit it, 


to teach it by precept, to ſolicit, entice, infnare; 


ſuborne, bribe or hire to it, to defraud,” cheat, pick, 
ſteal; rob, maim, murder, backbite, ſlander,” he- 
lie, &c.— Moreover, to- do evil is to countenance 
or contribute to thoſe diverſions, faſhions; and 


methods of proceeding which evidently tend to bias 


the minds of men — God and goodneſs, corrupt 
their morals, and conſequently, diſqualify them fon 
ſerving the Lord here, and being ſaved e * 
Thus wack then for doing: good I evil. 

Let us now attend to the conſe 
things, as ſigniſied by: Marvel not at: his 2 the 
hour is coming. when all that 'are in their graves I 
hear hig voice, und ſball come forth, they that have done 
good to the reſunrection of life; and they that have done 
evil to the reſurrection of damnatian. The hour is 
coming — The awful hour is drawing near when all 
the dead ſhall hear the voice of the Son of God: 


The voice of the Son of God, it is probable, is the 


ſound of the arch- angels trumpet, he being com- 


miſſiioned by Chriſt to awaken the world. Of this 


the apoſtle gives two pointed predictions: Behold; 


. faith he, Iwill few you; a xx oy . we all not alt 


fleep, but we ſhall all be changed. 


na moment, in the 


 twinkling of an eye, at the lap trump ¶ for the trumpet - 


hall*ſound) and the dead ſhall be raiſed incurruprible, 
ad ** ou! be FROGS * _— L * W N ſpall. de. 


ſcend 


t 15 3 


ſcen heaven with a ſhout, with the woice 
ee and with the trump of God. This 0 7 
the prologue to the grand procedure of the laſt day. 
And as our text teacheth nothing touching thoſe who. 
will then 28 * 3 that e is here r 
d, by theſe pertinent paſſages. 
| "ou _ of the apoſtle's myſtery then ; is, That. PA 
ſhall not all fleep, or be in the grave at our Lord's. 
laſt coming; that there will be a living as well as 
a dead people to be dealt with; and that though the 
living cannot be raiſed, yet will they witnels a. 
change, in ſubſtance, the ſame; for the dead ſhall. 
be ralſed incorruptible, and che living Wall he cl ng 
ed into the ſame condition. 1 
And when the Lord ſhall deſcend; . —— 
with a ſhout, with the voice of the archangel, and 
with the trump of God, O how will the living be 
affected —— (it being always night with a part 
of the earth) will be a ſleep :: others, it is probable, 
indulging in ſenſual delights; Some ing 
ſchemes for profit or pleaſure: others planning for 
the ſame purpoſe: many committing the moſt dia- 
bolical deeds ; murdering, robbing, picking, ſteal-. 
ing, cheating, defrauding, ſwearing, lying, drink-. 
ing, whoring, and every other ſpecies of evil: And 
all unapprized of, and unprepared for; ſo tremend- 
dus a ane en! Like the antideluvians, ſecure 
in bad circumſtances ; eating and drinking, marry- 
ing and giving in marraige, till the ood came up- 
on them. Or, as the lawleſs ſons of Sodom and 
Gomorrha; mad wich luſt, pride, and paſſion, 
when fire and brimſtone fell upon them. But, lo |: 
in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye the alarm 
is given; like loud thunder burſting over their heads 
the trumpets ſounds rends the air, and fills the 
whole concave of heaven, crying, For judgment, 
Judgment, 0 * Bu _ Ga of men, wh 25 
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* e e ſtart from thei FOO: in N 
conſternation, midnight revels brake up; buſineſs 


ceaſes, diverſions are forſaken; the great, the gay, 
the wiſe the wanton, the lofty dame, and the bloom - 
ing maid, are all ſuddenly ſurprized, convulſed, and 
confounded; hearing the voice. of God, they ſtart, 

fear, tremble; and turn pale; and to increa their 
conſternation, the judge appears in flaming fire, and 
every eye ſhall ſee him, and all the kindreds of the 


earth ſhall wail becauſe of him. And now thoſe 


ſenſual, unrighteous, and ungodly wretches, whom 
neither God nor man could diſſuade from their fins, 
or to live ſoberly, righteouſly,” and godly in the 
world; are at their wits end, know not how. to 
eſcape," ſee no open door, and therefore run to the 
rocks and mountains; for the kings of the 
earth, and the great men, and the AS, men, and 
the chief captains; and the mighty men, and every 
bond-man, and every free- man; hid themſelves in 
the dens, and in the rocks of the mountains; and 
ſaid to the mountains and rocks, fall on us and hide 
us from the face of him that Gtteth' on the throne, 
and from the wrath of the lamb: For the great day 


of his wrath is come; and who is able to ſtand.” 


Thus will the ſinners in Zion be afraid; and fear- 


fulnefs will ſurprize the hypocrites.— Now, likewiſe, 


he will call to the dead; for all that are in their 
graves ſhall hear his voice. A voice incomparably 


loud. Sinai's ſhrill trumpet and loud thunders were 
ſilence compared with this. It will enter the earth, 
pierce to the bottom of the ſea, run to the utmoſt 


bounds of the world, and cry in the ears of all, 


Awake, ariſe ye dead, and come to judgment! To this 
| powerful CP the- Auſt of all the dead will be at- 


tentive. He, who in the beginning, called ele- 


ments out of nothing, and all the hoſts of hea 


and the inhabitants of the earth, out of them; can 
re-create, 
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re-create, can cauſe all the dead to hear. They who 
turned a deaf ear to every other call, ſhall hear this. 


The duſt of the faint and the Ss ſhall be alike 
attentive. 2 will ſhake of their lumber, awake, 


and from their ſilent bed of duſt wherein they have 
ſlept mayy a century, will lift up their innocent or 
their guilty heads: They will hear the voice of the great 
God; and hearing will live.— Their ſpirits too will 
hear; Spirits in paradiſe will hear, and hold them- 
ſelves in readineſs to re-enter their old habitation 
and the howlers in hell ſhall hear, and be ed | 
of there approaching fate. Thus this mighty, this 
tremendous voice, ſhall be heard in carth, heaven, 
and hell. © 
And ſhall come forth. Now. all the World will 
obey ; all the duſt of the rational world, of men 
and women, ſhall be obedient to this call ; none ſhall 
Kay behind; every atom that. entered into their 
compoſition ſhall anſwer : All the animal earth will 
be in motion, there will be a ſhaking among the 
dry bones. Tombs will burſt, graves, open, ſcatter- 
ed duſt unite, the ſea give up her dead, ſevered 
parts aſſemble, yea, each vagrant mote, whether! in 
earth, or air, or ocean ſhall come forth. No- 
monuments prove faithful to their truſt, and rend 
back their long committed duſt. Now pune. f 
rattle ; ſcattered limbs, and all the various. bones- 
advance; fragments of bodies in confuſion fly, to 
diſtant regions to claim deſerted members, and. 
 cumpleat the frame.” All the parts and particles 
neceſſary to compoſe immortal bodies; the Lord 
who is infinite in wiſdom and power, will iſtinguiſh, | 
2 and compact together. 

But how different from their originals]. The 
pe Wl corrupt, and mortal body, will be ſpirit- 
val, incorruptible, and immortal. All its preſent 
| N will be ſo altered, that though the * 
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1 tabtaner of it be the ſame, it will differ fra 
its firſt eſtate as darkneſs does from light. The 
attern of its purity, permanency, and other glori- 
on eg will * the lorified body of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt : As he is, ſo will they be; for 
he will change our vile bodies, that they may be faſbion- 
ed like unto his glorious body. It will be raifed, it is 
probable, to the higheſt pitch of purity, matter is 
capable of; but it will not be ſo ſpiritual and intelli- 
gent as the mind. However, it will have ſenſes 
and appetites ſuitable to its ſituation 3 to the ob- 
jects that furround it, and to the rains aſ- 
ſigned for it: It will be a new body naturalized to 
2 new world. Moreover, it will be honourable 
and active; honourable, in conſequence of its like- 
neſs to, and admittance i into the preſence of the Lordi 
and active, as the effect of its near reſemblance to 
ſpirit; It i ſown in diſhonour, it ſhall be raiſed in 
glory in weakneſs, but raiſed in power. In a word, 
it will be luminous, lively, ſtrong, na and im- 
mortal; capable of beholding the glory of God, 
enjoying the happineſs of heaven, and © HOLE the | 
foul in all its fervices. ' £ 
Nor will the bodies of Se remain in their 
preſent imperfect condition. 'They wilt have * 
fame properties of ſpirituality, incorruptibility, and 
immortality, as the righteous. In conſequence of 
which, their capacities will be enlarged to render 
them capable of greater miſery. Their ſpirituality 
will make their ſenſations more ſenſible, and th 
by more dAiſtreſſing. Their incopruptibility will 
preſerve the exquiſitneſs of their torments. And 
their immortality continue them for ever. They 
will likewiſe have ſenſes and appetites agreeable te 
their condition; adapted to damnation, to their 
place and portion. Their hue alſo will agree with 
hell; they will be as dark as midnight, and their 
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. Weder ſhall be taken away; for hey fl be raiſed 


to ſhame and everlaſting contempt. ' 
And now the body being formed anew 3. the ſoul 
which has long been abſent from it, with. deſire or 


reluctance returns; re-enters, and takes up its 


eternal abode in this immortal manſion. Here is 


her palace or priſon for ever. The righteous, whoſe 


happineſs is incompleat, compared with what the 
reſurrection will raiſe them unto, rejoice to reſume 
their celeſtial habitation z a habitation principled 


with properties which qualify it to enjoy a king- 


dom incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away. 
Union with a body ſo principled and priviledged, 
will be exceeding deſireable. Beſides, the body is 
the ſouls ſecond-ſelf ; its partner on earth in all its 


ſorrows and ſufferings, enjoyments and ſervices. 


And though by death the union was diſſolved, and 


the body — to duſt; yet doth the ſoul re- 


member their antient alliance, combination, con- 
flicts, and comforts. Nor can it, ſeparate from the 


body, enjoy the crown conſequent on doing good, 
| inaſmuch as it was its inſtrument of action in all 


that it did. Hence, friendſhip, profit and pleaſure 
conſpire to render a re- union ardently deſireable to 
the foul.— But, alas ! how doleful will that day be 
to the damned ! Inſtead of their bodies being im- 
proved to purpoſes more profitable and pleaſant z 
oO will be fitted to render their torments more in- 
* The ſoul then being ſenſible for what the 
dy is raiſed ; of its being to give an account of 
the abuſe it made of its ſenſes, appetites, and other 
parts, and of being dealt with accordingly, it 


dreads a re-union. How natural for it to ſay, O 


my inſtrument of unrighteouſneſs, once I had 
1 in thee; all thy ſenſes miniſtered to my 
atis faction: Thine eyes, ears, taſte, touch, ſmell, 
gs fuel to e by their ſenſual and En. 


ful | 
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ful objects. But, alas! If I now enter, it will not 
be for pleaſure but pain; I muſt ſuffer for my for- 
mer ſatisfactions. All that I ſhall fee, hear, &. 
through thee, will torment me. Through thine 
eyes I ſhall not behold beauteous ſights, but doleful 
ſhades and damned ſpectres. Thine ears will not 
entertain me with pleaſant ſounds, but with the 
raving of wretches in utter ruin. Thy touch will 
not convey the ſmooth and ſoft ſenſations; rather, 
the frigid and the fiery. Thy taſte will not plea- 
ſure me with the ſweet and delicious, but with the 
bitter pains of repentance and burnings. Thy ſmell 
will afford no ſcent but the ſulpherous and ſuffoca- 
ting. In like manner it may reflect on the wretch- 
ed abuſe of all the other parts of the body. The 
hands, head, tongue, feet, &c. having obeyed its 
brutiſh, proud, paſſionate, ſelf-willed, worldly de- 
fires, it will ſtart at the thought of being tormented 
with them. But all delays apart, they muſt enter; 
for as they ſinned, they muſt ſuffer together.. 
And now the dead being raiſed, he will prepare 
the place of judgment.; a place probably in the 
region of the air ; for, being e as coming 
in the clouds, and the living caught up to meet 
him thexe, that may be the appointed place. The hea- 
vens paſling away with a great noiſe, will probably 
be a prelude to, and a preparation for it. Thus the 


: « 
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Almighty may * ſmooth the unbounded ſpace, and 


Tpread an area for all human race? 
Hlence, the place being prepared, Jeſus the Judge 
Will appear. W came to ſaye man, now 
comes Inge him, And being God and man, he 
is principled with the properties of both; and, there- 
fore, more proper to perform that high office, than 
if he were, only the one or the other. His appear- 
a nce likewiſe will correſpond with the dignity of his 
* and office. His perſon (God * man) wil! 

de reſplendent, ſhine in all the glories of the one, 
and 
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and amiableneſs of the other. For, T he Son of man 
ſhall come in his own glory, and in the glory of bis 
Father, and all the angels with him ; pad, 2 Hall 
he fit upon the throne of his glory. Farther; The 
Lord Jeſus ſhall be revealed from heaven with his 
mighty angels in flaming fire, taking vengeance on tbem 
| that know not God, and that obey not the goſpel of | our 
. Lord Feſus Chrift.. And to this agrees the deſcrip- 
tion of Daniel; I beheld, ſaith he, till the thrones 
fi were caſt down, and the ancient f days did fit, whoſe 
garment was white as ſnow, and the Pair of his head 
like the pure wool. His throne wwas like the fiery flame, 
and his wheels as burning fire. A fiery ſtream iſſued, 
1 and came forth from before him : thouſand thouſands 
miniſtered unto him, and ten thouſand times ten thou- 
ſand flood before him. St. John alſo ſays, I /aw a 
great white throne, and him that ſat upon it ; from 
whoſe face the earth and the heaven fled away, and there 
was found no place for them. How ſtriking theſe 
—_— How grand the repreſentation | And how 
auguſt the perſon ! This then is the Judge before 
whoſe bar all men muſt appear. And now being 
ſeated on his throne, he will ſummon the 2 
of men to the place appointed for their trial; 
the Son of man, when he cometh in the clouds o e 7 
. with great power and glory, ſhall ſend forth his angels 
with a great ſound of a trumpet, and they ſhall gather 
together his elect from the four winds, and. from one 
end of heaven to another. Ang when all nations are 
gathered before him, He ſhall 5. them one from 
another, as a ſhepherd divideth his ſheep from the 7 | 
and he ſhall ſet the ſheep on the right hand, and the 
. goats on the left, Here they will wait their call; all 
anxious for their future fate. | 
And that his proceeding may appear to. 
and right; the rule of it will appear to. * 
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fore God, and the books were opened; and another book 
wat opened, which is the book of life, and the dead were 
judged out Fa the things which were written in the 
books according to their works. This repreſerſtation 
is an alluſion to the cuſtom of human courts; where 
books, containing the nature of crimes and puniſh- 
ments annexed to them, are produced and oppoſed 
to the practices of the perſons to be tried. Theſe 
books, or the things ſignified by them, will contain 
the nature and circumſtances of the law which the 
perſons to be judged, lived under. In the cafe of 
thofe who had no revealed law, the judgment will 
be according to the law of their mind; a law 
(ſooner or later) inſcribed on every human heart; 
and which not ouly ſerves as a rule of life, but alfo 
as a principle of action, capacitating them both to 
know and to do the will of God. Agreeable to 
which, St. Paul ſays, For when the Gentiles, who 
have not the law, do by nature the things contained in 
the lawv, theſe not having the lau, are a latu unto them-- 
ſelves, which ſhews the work of the law written on 
their hearts, their conſciences alſo bearing witneſs, and 
their thoughts mean while accuſing or elſe excufing one 
another. — This is the law of all men, though not 
the only law of all, inaſmuch as ſome have alſo had 
revealed inſtitutions, of a moral, ceremonial, and 
political kind. To this law, in the time of the 
-partriarchs, were added various intimations of God's 
will to particular perſons; which became traditional 
for the advantage of others. From the time of 
Moſes to the coming of Chriſt, the Jews had 'a 
body of laws, and the precepts of the prophets. 
And from Chriſt's miniſtry to the end.of 4 world, 
the Chriſtians have the law of the two Teſtaments 
added to that of their mind. - Now by theſe laws, 
the reſpective ſubjects of them, will be dealt with 
in that day. To this 5 the apoſtle ſays, Ae 
EA ig 1 | 
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many as haus finned without the laub, meaning with 
out the written law, ſhall alſo periſh without the law; 
and as many as have ſinned in the law, ſhall-be judged 
bythe law, in the day when God ſhall judge the ſecrets 
of men according to my goſpel. And by how much 
clearer the outward revelation is, by ſo much is fin 
aggravated; conſequently, they who live under the 
goſpel are ſubject to greater ſufferings than others, 
if their fins are but the fame in themſelves. 
Then the books will be opened; the bock of the 
law as the rule of judgment, and the book of God's 
remembrance, which contains the thoughts, words, 
and works of men- In the proceedings then of that 
day, Jeſus Chriſt in his glorified humanity will act 
as Judge, and God to whom all things are known 
will bring them into judgment. The evidences for 
Or againſt every one will be, God, man's conſcience, 
the angels, and other things. I will come near to 
yen to judgment, and I will be a ſwift wilngſi againſt 
the forcerers, and againſt 1he ſrucarers, and againſt ibe 
adulterers, and againſt thoſe that oppreſs, and againſt 
"thoſe that fear not me, ſaith the Lord of hoſts. He 
will hkewife witneſs for thoſe that do well; will 
evidence before angels and men their degree of ſin- 
cerity, zeal, activity, and ſufferings in his ſervice z 
benevolence, charity, ſorrow, labours, & c. for the 
temporal, ſpiritual, and eternal advantage of man- 
kind. The conſciences of men will alſo correſpond 
with and confirm the teſtimony of God; for as the) 
acquit or accuſe here, they will do the ſame there. 
Angels too, being ſpectators of their ways, may 
evidence for or againſt them. Devils alſo, may 
witneſs for thoſe who reſiſted, and againſt ſuch as 
received their temptations. Men and women may 
act the ſame part: kings and ſubjects, miniſters and 
people, huſbands and wives, parents and children, 
maſters and ſervants, and all other „ 
- | * 
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will bear witneſs of the good or evil, the helps or 
hurts they received from each other in their temporal 
and ſpiritual concenns. % n-.1 
- And now, all 2 being ready, he will open 
the cauſe, acquaint them that the time is come 
when they muſt be dealt with according to what 
they have done. And as the judgment will turn 
upon the diſpoſition, deſign, and doings of men, 
ſpecial reſpect, by the judge, will be had there - 


unto. The diſpoſition, in thoſe who do good, muſt. 


be divine, that being the firſt. ground of good works. 
And the greater the degree. of that, the more 
agreeable to God are the works done by. it. The 
ſecond ground, is the degree of deſign with which 
they were done, in: reſpect of pleaſing God and. 
profiting mankind.. And the number of good works. 

will be a circumſtance of great conſideration; he 
will not forget any work of faith, patience of hope, 

or labour +; love, whether for himſelf or for any 
creature of human kindꝓꝓꝓP. TIS 
Infants who retained their firſt intereſt.in Chriſt ;, 


and ſuch as: ſinned: it away, but were afterwards- ' 


accepted: of God for his ſake, but had not time to 
do good, will. be faved; yet not rewarded. And. 
other believers; whether preaehers or hearers, Who 


were capable of increaſing their crown. of rejoiĩcing, 


but miſemployed their time, opportunities, and 
talents, will be ſaved, though not without difficulty; 
inaſmuch: as they build upon (Chriſt)) the good 


foundation, ſueh doctrines or doings-as are ſignifi- 


ed by wood, hay, ftubble things that neither tend to 

the honour of God; nor the good of men. How=- 

ever, having retained the foundation, they. will be 

ſaved ſo as by fire; as narrowly and as nakedly as; 

a man eſcapes from his houſe when it is on fire,, 

but is obliged to leave all he has behind; themſelves 
ſhall. be ſaved, but a (l 
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they ſhall ſuffer the loſs of that reward which a 
building of doctrines or doings denoted by gold, 
felver, precious ſtones would have intitled them to.. 
But they who add to their intereſt in Chriſt, by do- 
ing good, will be differently dealt with; their 
Works, in the rewards of them, will redound to 
their honour and nen in the e and 
preſence of the Lord. 

The wicked will Rhewiſe be- abate mth. ha. tha 
fame way. Their diabolical diſpoſition, doings, and 
the number of them, with all the circumſtances of 
3gnorarice' or underſtanding, of accidence or deſig 
wherewith they were done, &c. will be the object 
to which the judge will advert, and according to the 
nature and number of which, their condemnation 
and-puniſhment will be increaſed. or i 1 
that awful day. b 
In the Srocedlings'of which, as every ide 
both of- the righteous and the wicked, will be 
brought to the bar; the time for taking cognizance 
of their condition, will, it may well be ſuppoſed, 
far exceed the limits of a natural day. And oh, 
What a ſcrutiny will paſs } The ſecrets of all hekls 
will be laid open, and every rewarflable or puniſh. 
able work, be brought into judgment. Then will 
it be ſeen who were in Chriſt and who were out of 
him, who ſerved God and who finned againſt him. 
Nor will anyeſcape; all, all muſt ſtand before the Son; 
of man in that tremendous day ! But the righteous: 
being already acquitted, and qualified for his king- 
dom, will appear with great boldneſs. Likewiſe: 
their ſervices and ſufferings for their Lord; their: 
ſympathy with mankind, in reſpect of their fin and 
danger; their fears, cares, forrows, and prayers for- 
them; their reproofs, inſtructions, warnings, and 
various other methods well calculated, and earneſtly. 
intended, to be inſtrumental in turning them _ 
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the evil of their WEE! will be made manifeſt, that 
every individual may ſee the ground and juſtice. of 
the different degrees of glory ſoon to be conferred 
upon them. This procedure will prevent all ſuf» 
pieion of partiality in him, and all envying in them. 
They will ſee that the different degrees of their 
future felicity, will not be the effect of an 
arbitrary proceeding, but the reſult of their own 
prior practice, in that he will give to all accordigg 
to what they have done. Hence, if any reflect — | 
cauſe of inferior rewards, their reflections will fall 
on themſelves for not making a better uſe of may 
tume and talents. | 
And now all that have done ail ſhall ho brought 
before him; all that have died without an- intereſt in 
Chriſt, and in the guilt of their ſins. God only 
knows how ſoon our. rſt intereſt in him is loſt _ 
we by ſinning become the- children of wrath I ſay, 
he only knows how ſoon a foul deſerves the dams 
nation of hell. However, all finners will be. dealt 
with according to what they are and have done. If 
the degree of deviliſhneſs in the diſpoſition of ſome 
make them differ from others, that may he cauſe of 
a different deſtination. But the principle cauſe: of 
difference will be the nature and the number of 
their ſins.— And now the fouleſt ſcene. eyes ever 
ſaw, will open; for all the evils- committed from 
the beginning to the end of time, by thoſe who died 
therein, will be ſeen. What racks and tortures 
could not extort; conſcience will then compel them 
to confeſs and accuſe themſelves. of. All their de- 
ſigns, words, and works will be expoſed to public 
view. Every evil ſcheme for profit, pleaſure, and 
honour; all hypocritical, guileful, and fraudulent 
intentions 3 malicious, injurious, and murderous. 
deſigns; envyings of others, pride af their own, 
e my — & c. hatred of g wg 
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love of evil, and pleaſure in unrighteouſneſs; luſt, 
love of the world, anger, and envy; wilful igno- 
rance of God, his word, and ways; want of his 
fear, reverence, and gratitude; contempt or mockery 


of him in not praying to, or in praying without 


underſtanding; ill-will, want of compaſſion, brother- 


Iy kindneſs, and charity, will be brought to light; 
Tea, their public evils will alſo be pointed out; 


their curfing, ſwearing, lying, drunkenneſs, whore- 
doms, ſabbath-breaking, over-reaching, picking, 
ſealing, robbing, covetous practices, cruelty to man 


or beaft, murders, perjuries, - atheiſm, idolatry, 


ſuperſtition, infidelity, erronious doctrines, falſe 
ways of worſhip, formal fervices, hypocriſy, & c. 
with all their ranting, roaring, ſongs, dancings; 
afſemblies, and whatever elſe they ſpent their time 
in and placed their hearts upon. In a word, alt 
the private and public evils which they themſelves. 
committed, and contributed to make others com- 
mit, will be brought into judgment; their whole 
life will unfold and become conſpicuous to God, 
angels, and men. And according to the particulars 
of every individual perſon, the judgment of God 

And when all the inhabitants of the- earth have 
been audited ; ſummoned by the Judge, brought 
to the bar, and acquitted or condemned; according 
to their condition ;- then will he proceed to pro- 
nounce the deciſive ſentence. And now every eye 
will be fixed upon him, and every ear open to hear- 
his words; words that will determine their eternal 
condition, deſtine them to dwelt in worlds of bliſs 


or woe. To thoſe on the right-hand, he will firſt: 


turn. And lo! whit a glorious company, a mul- 
titude redeemed from among men, from every na- 
tion under heaven; a people bought and ſprinkled» 
with blood, the blood of him who was crucified on: 

* | | Calvary 3: 
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every and who, as the e effect of it, are 
cleanſed from ſm. and prmcipled with an heavenly 
mind in a meetneſs for an admittance into the in- 
heritance of the ſaints i in light. Among which hap- 
py number, the infants in age or grace, the one of 
whom died before they were capable of doing good, 
and the other before they had time for it, and un- 
profitable believers, will make a part under the 
characters of the ſons of God. The reſt will have 
the double appellation of ſons and ſervants; among 
whom will be ſufferers, confeſſors, and martyrs. 

And now he will cloſe the laſt ſcene of ſublunary 
thin gs, by. pronouncing on this holy and happy com- 
pany the bleſſed and irreverſible. ſentence of, Come, 
ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
For you from the foundation of the world. © A ſentence 
exceedingly ſuitable to all that are ſaved, being 
bleſſed wth ſpiritual bleſſings in Chriſt Jeſus 3 nh 
ſalvation from ſin and miſery; with a preparati 
for and a proſpect of heaven; and ſoon with an 
actual poſſeſſion and enjoyment of it. Come ye 
blefled | What words! How fweet'! He calls them 
to a kingdom, where crowns: and rewards will be 
diſpenſed according to their works; works that 
had for their object and end the honour of God, 
and the good of mankind. According to the nature 
and number of which, they will rank in dignity 
and delight. Then, *itv the moſt ſaperlative ſenſe, 
it will be well with the righteous, for the reward 
of their works will be given them. Happy then 
are they who are capable of doing good But hap- 
pier who do it! And happier ſtill who do it in the 
higheſt degree they are e of; for er re- 
ward will be accordingly ! 

Then will the Judge turn to them on the left. 
hand. A multitude, which no man can auger; 
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and died in fin! And with what eyes of indignation 
will he behold them! A look which will pierce 
them to the heart, and fill them with fearful fore- 
' bodeings of future ruin. Not an unconcerned ſoul 
will be there, but all will be anxious for the awful 
event. With dire expeCtation they will wait to 
hear the ſentence which will ſeparate them from 
hope and happineſs for ever! A ſentence highly 
ſignificant of their fin and ſuffering; For he will 
' Tay, Depart from me, ye curſed, into everlaſting fire, - 
prepared for the devil and his angels! Depart! Go 
from my preſence | See my face no more for ever 
e curſed! Curſed with the curſe of condemna- 
tion to everlaſting fire ! Fire! How affecting! It 
pains with the moſt exquiſite ſenſe aud ſuffering.— 
"Everlaſting ! This is the worſt circumſtance ; it 
knows no end, but will run parallel with the ages 
of eternity. Dreadful beyond expreſſion Pre- 
-pared for the devil and his angels! Not for men and 
women; they are but intruders. Hence finners 
will have ſatan and his angels for their affociates; 
one hell muſt hold them all. O who would be of 

the unhappy number! And is this the end of doing 
evil! Alas, alas! the pain ſurpaſſeth the pleaſure ; 
the one is but for time, and the other for eternity. 
And now the ſentence being paſſed, they will 
inſtantly utter the moſt hedious howl ever heard 
ſince the world began. One loud peal of expreſ- 


five anguiſh will iſſue from every individual. But 
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he who made them will ſhew them no mercy; yea, 
he will laugh at their calamity, and mock when 
their fear comes. And to compleat their ruin, what 
remains but that thoſe unhappy wretches be driven to 
their appointed place. And lo! like frighted ſheep 
they flee from his preſence; the power of his words 
force them into the infernal regions. There they 
ma with the puniſhment proportioned to the evil — 
141 ©" f . ; | — 
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have done; for each will have his own reward. 
Here ends all the pleaſures of ſin; and here begins 
eternal ſuffering for it. No change from hence 
forward will paſs, but one continued ſcene of ſuf- 
fering will be the portion of their cup for ever. 
And, O! what remorſe of conſcience | What terri- 
ble effects of the unquenchable fire! What a 
gloomy abode ! What wretched company]! What 
weeping, wailing, and gnaſhing of teeth! And 
what wiſhing that wy had been wiſer, will there 
be ! Theſe will be the fruits of their folly. Sig 
And now let us conſider what part we have in 
this matter; whether we are capable of doing good, 
and have a right to the reſurrection unto life; or. 
whether we can only do evil, and are ſubject to the 
reſurrection unto damnation. And let us conſider 
theſe things as matters of no common concernment, 
becauſe, indeed, they concern our everlaſting hap- 
pineſs or miſery. And if that is not 'enough to 


make us attentive to them, I know not what is. If - 


it only concerned our being in the world, or even 
our well-being, I am perſuaded we ſhould dwell 
upon it continually. It muſt then be a ſtrange in- 
fatuation that will make us think lightly of this 
great, this everlaſting affair, eſpecially as there is no 
medium betwixt heaven and hell; ſo that if we fail 
of the one, we ſhall find the other. And let us 
remember what was ſaid concerning doing good; 
how many things we may have and do, and yet 
neither do good, nor be capable of doing it. Need 
I repeat them ? I will help your memory. You 
may then, as I ſufficiently proved, be born in a 
Chriſtian country, be baptized, confirmed, receive 
the ſacrament, feed the poor, pray in a cuſtomary 
way, attend public worſhip, be penitent and re- 
form, and have a degree of faith, and yet be in- 
capable of doing good. Now, perhaps, you have 
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e theſe; but if you had them all, you 
might have no real religion at all. Do not wonder 


at this. Outward things, whether done fox us or 


by us, as they may be attended with the diſpleafure 


God for unpardoned fins, a guilty conſcience, 


2 deviliſh diſpoſition of ſoul, and a qualification for 
damnation, are no proof of. a preparation for doing 


good. Are you convinced of this? Do you fee 

that to be a Phariſee, fair Vichdut, may conſiſt tb 

being foul within? i 
But what is the ſtate of your mind ? Are ou at' 


peace with God? Do you know that God for Chriſt's 


ſake has forgiven. ou? I hope 7% do not think 
this unneceſſary. I grant, indeed, if you have not 
finned, it is ſo. But if you have, you, muſt be 


pardoned, or periſh for ever. If you were con- 


demned to be hanged, would you expect to live 
without the king's mercy ? And is not the Lord's 
way as neceflary when you have finned againſt 
Whatever you think of it, you are as liable 
to be damned in the one caſe, as you would be to be 
hanged in the other. Now I would have you ſenſible 
of this, for it is not only neceſſary to fave you from 
hell, but to prepare you to do good; inaſmuch as 
you can never pleaſe” God while you lie under his 
wrath, or the curſe of condemnation for | your 
fins. And while you continue. unforgiven, that 
wrath or curſe will remain; it will never forlake 
you while in that condition. 
Conſider then your caſe, and ku viz the 
conſequence will be, if you continue in it! O ſee 
what a ſinner you are, and how immment your 
danger is, in that you may ſoon be irrecoverab 
loſt! And, O! if you faw the number and ſinfulneis 
of your fas: the nearneſs of death, the lakeof fire-and 


brimſtone, and the fiends that attend you; what loud 


lamentation would you make The earth would 
ring 


than long. But whether 


compare them with thofe for which 
23 1 A000 OO 
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ring with” your cries ! You would imitate the 


damn'd in ſigns of diſtreſs, and ſay, wherever I 


am is hell, myſelf am hell! This would be the way 


ou would take. And why is it not taken? Has 


fin blinded your eyes that you cannot ſee ? Does ; 
neither fin nor danger appear? Can you eat, drink, 
_ dreſs, work, talk, walk, fleep, &c. with a cheer- 


ful mind? Yea, perhaps, jeſt, ſport, play, fing 
ſongs, &c. If ſo, how ſenſeleſs and unconcerned muſt 
you be. Perhaps you will ſay, would you have us 
ſpend all our time in miſery ? If there were no 
other way to eſcape eternal torments, I ſhould 
ſtrongly adviſe it ; for 8 ſhort pain is better 

ere is or not, while 
you are in your ſins, ſorrow beſt becomes you. 


What do you take fin to be? Is it ſuch a trifle that 


there is no need to be concerned about it? If you 
think ſo you are much miſtaken. There is not an 
evil in the world which it has not procured. It 


turned angels into devils, and damned them for 
ever. Caſt Adam and Eve out of Paradiſe, and 


brought a curſe on the world. It cauſed the earth 
to be overflowed with a deſtructive flood. For 


this, fire and brimſtone were rained from heaven 
upon Sodom and. Gomorrah. It made the earth 


open and ſwallow up Korah and his company. 
For the ſame thing three and twenty thouſand Jews 


died in one day. And what are the dreadful ef- 


fects of floods, famines, earthquakes, plagues, peſ- 


tilences, wars, and a multitude of other natural 
and moral evils, and, above all, the damnation of 
hell, but the fruits of mens' folly ? Now can you 


think it a little thing which dges ſo much evil ? 


Surely as is the puniſhment, ſo is the cauſe of it; 
for the Lord judges with righteous judgment. Con- 
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ſider then the nature and number of ge ſins, and 


many have 
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Tiered os jun of al thin ng "FR nll are flow, A 
may well be W ſuffering the yengeance of 
eternal fire, remember. Dives | who was ter- 
mented - in that flame; and; Who, Though He 
fought the ſmalleſt relief, could not find it! 
And that you may not be inſenſible of what you 


| have to fuffer in that world of woe, if vou die in 


Jour fins, get the beſt acquaintance with it yon 
can. And, ſurely, if yon could fee it as it is, you 
would be ſatisfied, that the torments of the damn'd 
.are intollerable. For, firſt, there is the lofs of all 
that is good. Heaven, the tnkitation of the Lord; 
the abode of the bleſſed ; the ſeat of angels; the 
place of harmony and happineſs; where halle- 

Tujahs, ſongs of joy. and rejoicing ate unceaſmg3 
in which the inhabitants behold the Lord's glo- 
Fious eſſence; and where all the fſenfes of their 
-glorified bodies and. ſouls will be fatisfied with un- 
' utterable delights, will be entirely and irrecoverably 
loſt; for ſinners will de banithed from the preſence 
of the Lord, and from the glory of hispower — 
3 this Will be ſucceeded with the gaining of hell: 


| . pe prepared for the devil and his angels; 2 
dar 


diſmal habitation; a region of ſorrow, la- 
mentation, and woe; Where hope never comes; 
Where dark deſpair 'brodds over their midnight 
minds z where-devils and #amned fouls affociate ; 
Where God's wrath is revealed ; and where their 
.puniſiment-will be by fire and brimſtone, and the 
- worm that never dies. — And how tormenting will 
this be; for fire (which is a figure of this) — 
8 moſt painful ſenſations. It penętrates all bo- 
dies, impregnates them with its properties, apd 
r them into its on nature. And while 
zit continues to act upon, keeps them in that con- 
dition: The effects of which, to all ſenſible bodies, 
are intollerably tormenting. in like manner, 5 
re 


1 


of, God's wrath will act upon, enter, and 
| ny the bodies and ſouls of finners, and make 
Hoelz Mims ſurpaſs all the meaſures of their patience. 
And X continued action will maintain the inten- 
neſs of their torments. This is the damnation of hell. 
And O What will they ſuffer from this; for wha can 
dwell with deyouring fre ! Alas! how the wretches 
will roar? They willery for water to cool them] Dif- 
tracted with pain, they will writhe, ring their hands, 
and be ready to burſt with bellowing out their 
horrid cries ! Every individual will have his portion 
of pungent pain z, and all the accurſed crew will 
unite in one loud peal of weeping and wailing. Nor 
will their pain ever come to à period.; for after thou- 
fands and tens of thouſands of years, as their fub- 
ſtance and ſenſe will be the ſame, ſo will be their 
fufferings. Oh] eternity, eternity, what wilt thou 
do to finners? Muſt they have no cafe? Walt 
thou never ſay, it is 3 Muſt thy. wide 
' womb be filled with the fur of the Lord ? God! 
how great is thy wrath | Who can endute it! Mo 
would offend thee.} For what pleaſure ef fim-would' 
auy be plunged into perdition | This, O ſinner, 
will be a part of the puniſhment of the vane 
And yet it is but a part; for, in — 25 
Ipbere is the arm that dyeth not This % 
guilty accuſing esnſcience; For as worms in be 
6. bikes of living creatures eauſe a diſagretc able ſen- 
ſation, ſo the conſciences of men will prey upon 
. and torment them in the pit of deſtruction. Con- 
ſeience, is that fenſe, a e or power by 
Which men judge of the goad or eil af their 
actions, and for which they acquit or condemm 
| themſelves. And natwithſtanding that this faculty, 
hen the ſouk is become thoroughly finful in its 
Aiſpoſi 8 and has en 3 habits f 
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wikkidpeſs; loſes its force, and fuffers ſinners to 
fn without much, if any remorſe; yet, in forme, 
on certain occaſions, it has, as it Were, fuddenty 
awoke, and like Sampfon, caſting off all its 'cords, 
ade them confeſs crimes for which they were 
hanged, \ and for which they acknowledged they 
deſerved to be damned. Hence, many, out of 
hell, have roared too horribly to be heard, when 
none but their own conſeiences condemned 
them. Some, under this avenging rod,” have 
pined away with grief; others have loft their 
nſes; and many laid Fiblent hands on themſelves: 
And if the- power of conſcience be ſo great here, 
what will it be there ! In hell, all diſguik 8 will be 
taken off; there truth will de ſeen in its proper 
colours, for all the finners fins will ftand in array 
before him in a guilty remembrance of then. 
Moreover, conſcience will act as God's agent in 


condemning him, and he will, in confequerice 


of that, eondemn Himſelf; for there he Wil —4 
nothing againft, but all fr the truth. Thus 1. 
ing under the laſhes of his own guilty heart, he w , 


L. * upon his paſt actions, With that he hack been 


wifer, fret, curſe, tear, and torment himſelf; Hke 


"# ii bull in a net, he Will roar, rage, foùm, 


ant be for ever, ever miſerable z' for the Worm . 


eth ee N 


This is the evil of ende, and carpal all Fefeips 


tion. And for what is it that any will have this 


for their portion? Riches, pleaſures,” honours, 
ſthonld not give the preference to the way that leads 


to eternal pain. And yet every triffing profit, taſte 


of ſenſual gratification, or mark of "reſpect among 
men, has weight enough'to turn the ſcale, to mak 


moſt men wicked, and cruelly to deſtroy Flt 
for ever. Vea, the common” affairs - of life, buff. 


neſs 'by which they live, Tl the ſame effect; he 
| et 


* 
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ket their hearts opon it, and neither ſerve the Lord, 
nor ſeek to ſave their qmm ſouls... And altho? they 
know that they muſt die, it is as if they knew.it not 
for they live as if they were to live for ever, ans 
care not what will be che conſequence... Now of all. 
man's miſtakes this is the warſt.z not only as it is 
of the greateſt, congernment, but becauſe after 
this ſhort and uncertain. life, there is no remedy; 
que miſcarriage proves fatal for ever. And what 
that is we have already ſcen; it is che loſs of hear 
* and the gaining of hell. 

Having now ſhewn you, what will be dhe confes- 
quence 9 continuing in ſin; I reſurze my inquiries, . 
L aſk. in the. name of the great God, what your 
condition is, and. what you intend to do? Are v 
then a Chriſtian ; have you, to uſe the apoſtle's r ; 

preſſion, put on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt Are..you 
pardoned amd rem ang renewed * Nou know, as I 1 v 

much a man may have and do, and 

not have theſe 117 that, without them, they are. 
nothin — If chen you havs them not, con, 

2 at . good, 2 wy — | 
. a there 22 . wt 

muſt. come to the reſurrection of damnation. . 4 

What is it. then that you intend to do? Are 1251 I 
content to hs; and fuffer i Fn mma Suffer 1 W 
Do you know ?. Or muſt eternity tell ? Is it not 
in words to convince you 7. Will. only; the damna- 

tion of: hell do it 7 Terrible cauſe o conviction | 
Can you 2 7 Think what it is. Lock be. 
fore you leap. _ Eternity is long, and there is 2 lake- 
of fire and brimſtone. Phange not into it. Stop, 
Tou are on — drink of it. as ſtep more _ 
ruin you for ever. O ſee-your danger, and fl 
ſtom it] See the fiery furnace! See the 
dwelling in it ! See how they float in the flames 


os * your ears 4 bene. the howlers.ig 3 
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Dur relief! God is inexorable! He is à confuming 


De flight thee in the days of our proſperity ] Hew 
| Faithfully' didſt thou reprove us for dur Follies 1-1AM 
he day long, thou-didft watch gur failinge g and 

ill we Teated and made thee fenfetefs,: juſt'was uu 


8 C DTT, era. 


| 2 reduced us, and gawe 


| "ne ſubmit to thy cenſure and ſentenee. Our pro- 


t 4 1 


' Hear how they lament their exley"erying, Fire, 

Fire, we are” tormented in this fire !: No part ts 
Fee” Ft Edes through the Whole Body, | foul, 
Yenſes,; aid Al füffer Nor does it ever the 
Mavic is Away fierce Day and night it feeds upon 
"us! Ns mercy, no mitigation of mi comes to 


re! Nor habe we an hope Here our perpetunl 
'Þ! 1151 is ordained? ternity, eternity, is ritten 
n ts pores none who come hither" rerurn any 
This is the motts of our everlaſting miſery 
. too to Wat their own reſſections 
from them. O conſcience; conſcience, how did 


VE aft uſeful thy advice. But we heard noi 
i hearing,” did © not obey,” or, if obedient, it us 
t for a time. Vea, we grew bold in difobeuti: 
ente, and daxeg 6 deny the audience. And When 


warnings ; we promiſed obedience; bur did: not 
form. "How uy then do we lie under thy unre 
Jenting laſtſes! Thou art become our aecuſer, and 


Htable, or pleafurable, or honéuräble fins, made 
us ſet at nought thy counſel. Through che tove of 
Fiches, or the exceſd of worldly care, we neglected 
tlie fervite oft God and the · ſalvation of our ſoul; 
and now poverty and pain are our only portion, 
and we cry for Water to cool our tongue. The 
lovers of pleaſure alfo ery from the pit, O plea- 
fare, pleaſure, what Haſt thou done 1e Our wrong 
choice of thee, Has undone us: For neither our 
maker nor our make denied, but rather indulged 
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de and an ren But L | 
angels mm whom we were intended 
in . 6 Wc; delighting in the 2 
| Frente. pers ſweet ſenſations. of his:lo! 
In the Ionl, and in 3. longing and locking for h 
ecverlaſting kingdom, we ſatisſied ourſelyes wi 
only rational or ſenſual delights. The beſt of us, 
for oh I We now. find it ſo, Were but formaliſts r 
philoſophers, We dealt in the outward. form, of 
religion, but denied the inward power of it 5: e | 
read and faid;our . — attended public fexvice, 
+&c. but-neither knew the grace af the Tord Jeſus 
Chriſt, nor the love of -God, nor the fellowſhip of 
the Holy-Gheſt. Our religion, rational as it was, 
deft us deſtitate. of the divine nature, and now wWe 
are damned for want of that diſpoſition; for, we 
find, alas, too late, chat nothing leſs than a hears, 
Avvingy: adoring, and. . in the dæity zaud 
divine things, is Fa tor ſave from this. pings 
of puniſhment. Ou 
wiſe, deceived us. We. ſurxeyed nature, examined 
the eſſenae of things, conſiderec their relations, 
4 tions, and. uſes. But, woe ust us, be- 
ing wiſe we were fooliſh ;.ve reſiad in rational i oye 
_ | quiries 3. in-naturewe. did 'not.diſcernat author 3.07 
it our inveſtigations convinced, us, chat ſuch a — 
muſt be, we ſaid not, what and where. ig he, th 
we may worſhip him. Our views: — 1 
temporal things, and ſo did our delight; they were 
. rational, but not religious. Alas! then, Whatcha 
pleaſure we had in; the purſuit; and ug o 1 
knowledge, it is periſhed... Here we e 
natural truths, in our world of woe, give. nat To 
much as the idea of delight. Lea, by. how much 
- pur underſtanding raiſed us above the: common 
race of; 8 — fo 2 is our 89 the 8 
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Having ſeen an end of: life, and of all that we ac. 
ane and contempt · ucceed z for this place knows 


br; aa aner 2 honour «hich. made. 


KE 222 I 


re 88 number who: een der 
2 rational delight... Senſual mow: 
„onr purſuit. atin 

w e amel, led wy entirely from 
-religion;.and Jearmng. Low gravelling delights, 
pleaſures, were what. we lived for. Our 
Winds role not above them. O what reptiles, what 
wretches were. we } The beaſts. of the field were 
dur brethren; what we knew weknew naturally a8 
they 5 * neither affecte to be rational nor re- 
Rgious. aur ſtuthy, care, and labour concerned 
Ko „ r gt of 


* 


i coe upon us, our pleaſure is turned to pain, 
and none pitieth. Woe: unto us, for we lived in 
pleafure and were dead, and now we are damn- 
d. Others lift up their voice and cry, Honour, 

gur delight in... honour. hath deſtroyed. .us |, We 
honour that cometh af men, and not 
ehathehich: :is- of the Moſt High. We could not 
endure the cuntempt caſt upon the. imitators; of a 
etutiſied Chriſt. To be meek and lowly ; to abs. 


_ doviate with tuch ; to renounce: the company, con- 


verſation, and ways of people of fortune, ene 
and faſhion x te de deſpiſed by our —— friends, 
and acquaintance, on tlie ſcore of religion, we 
could net brock. But nom we are brought low. 


counted honourable in it, the ſcene is changed, 


liſtinctions but what the different degrees of fin; 
make! All here are in contempt, becauſe all are 
aceurſed of God: What then does that honount 
which once we fought, and 'in-which we found ſa · 
fiefaRion 7 Alas l we who are damned cannot de- 
light init. Nor none does our place afford; for 
here to be high is to be low, the greateſt finner is 


us. 


| of Chriſt, his caufe, pepe ſaleatibng 

ſervices and; in' ede, of his kingdom! But he. 
much better Rad it been for us to rauk wick the 
lowly,” to regard religious things, and to de hav = 
noured of him ho exalteth the Rumble and meet 
This would have accompanied us te à kingdom, 
where we ſhould have been kings; and prieſts unts 
God. But ah! wretches that we are; our honour 
is gone, — bre return 2 e eee 
_ - Hear this ye who delight in ri es, or pleaſu 
or honours 1. Ber their pk See how the pur purſuers — 
of them periſh ! They are idols; gode which eam 
not ſave ! Will you then yet pürſue 3 — 5 
glect your ſouls 7 Tf you do, it is at your 
You will periſh?” Do you doubt? Remember — 
ves | He was rich, lived luxuriouſly, and — 
honour, you m be ſure; by His ornan 
he died, and was damned Win rouge ns wy 
likewiſe? Why? Was it ſo well with him ? Had 
he water to'cool his tong e? *O-confider his curſed- 
condition; for I am, faid he, tormented in this 
flame | Whether then you axe a miſer, à cνοjο⏑,jZ2 
perſon, a lover of the world, or entirely taken up: 
with its cares; 2 driinkard; a glutten, or Tafeivious,: 
or ſo Purfdes rational 6r ſenfuaf pleafures, as 4 
negleck religious delights; or- ſtands ſo mucli on 
your ©honour, that you cannot for ſhame repent, 
reform, believe, pray, ſearch the ſeriprure, faſt; 
aſſociate with the ſimple, and, in one word, work : 
out your ſalvation, and ſerve the Lord: I fay, f 
you are 4 inner of any fort, and will not in future 
time take the method preſcribed by the Moſt Highz® 
you will ſuffer, ſuffer more than all e werds in tte 
world can Ggnify 3 for what” defeription or- defi-. 
tion can be given of the damnation of hell? And nos 
ſuppoſe you were Aying, what would riches, plea- 
ſures, or honours 9 3 | 


you 
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you from death or damnation ? You. knque. ford 
would not... Why then do ye fet your heart 
mem f Why are zou entangled With them ? Alas, 
how little do they do in the preſent time. They age 
plex and puniſh. more than profit and pleaſe. But, 
if you were dying, and knew your doom, what 
would you dor O how your fault would ſbrink, 
ſtart,, tremble.) With what aſkance would it eye 
the fiends ready to faſten upon it! With what hor- 
rox behold the fiery furnace | With what dread 
bear the diſmal- cries of the damned! O how it 
would hover upon the border of this neither world ! 
Unfree to forfake its old habitation, it would cling 
cloſe to it. Like a diſtreſſed mariner cleaving to 
the laſt ſhred of a wreck, it would hold to this 
houſe of clay. But, ah ! when the fatal moment 
of its ſeparation came, when it was forced off; 
fends,- ike; beaſts of prey, would fiy upon it, 
it to its appointed place, gorge it with fire 
aud brimftone; and meck. it for its madneſs in com- 
ing to a place of - puniſhment, when it might have 
gone to a paradiſe of pleaſure Its kindred ac- 
curſed ſpirits gone before too, would accoſt it with, 
Ab, friend art thou come alfo ? We wallowed 
together in wickedneſs; and now we muſt wade in 
—— O that thou hadſt been wiſer than we ! 
MWe have no pleaſure in thy puniſhment, though we 
Jad in thy practice, when we were all out of the 
Then when the firſt ſalutations were over, 
Ie job and his afflicted friends, they would ſit in 
Hlence till ſuffering and forrow forced them into 
Joud lamentatien, and bitter aecuſations of them- 
ſelves and each other, for making ſo wretched a 
Choice, and for: their mutual aſſiftance 1 in ning. ; 
O horrible! 


And yet —— e be wor: the carnal of . ; 


(dan For when the laſt day comes, e. 


Cas 7 


3 


Ges of "thoſs Sende nike races dee 
for they that have done evil muſt coe to 
ny relurrection of damnation. The trumpet wiif 
found, and the dead will ariſe, and tome to judg- 
ment. Now think what would be the conſequences 
The judge ſummons. them ; chargeth them with 
their ſins ; they confeſs the charge and he cons 
condemns them accordingly. 4 ſtand agaſt 0 
Their breaſts heave ! Limbs ſhake! run dom 
with tears l But the worſt is yet to come, the 
ecution of the awful ſentence l And now, like 
criminals, who fear the fatal firoke, they wait the 
word which will iſſue in their .cndleſs. rain. He 
ſpeaks ; the ſentence goes. 4 Depart ye workers 
of iniguity into ev ' Dreadful ſound x 
This cloſes the ſad ſcene of a wretched life and the 
laſt judgment, and ifixes their: final ſtate ; 'deſtines 
them to dwell with the devil and his ele Where 
they will be tormented for ever and ever. 
Nor finner will this ſuffice ? Art dhou content 
to have no better portion ?. If thou wert doomed ta 
dwell in a dungeon all thy days, to have thy fleſfl 
ſtuck with fire, thy body racked, and burning coals 
within thee, wouldeſt thou not curſe; the : day: of 
thy birth, and wiſh it-might not he numbered witis 
the days? And yet betwixt this and that there is 
no compariſon either in reſpect of che torment ur 
the time] O my friend eonſider this]! And con- 
fider it ſoon, for delays are dangerous] To-day 
for to-morrow may meet thee in eternity. If then 


thou wilt prevent the evil of undoing thyſelf fon 


ever, congider thy caſe. Thy life is ſhort and una 
certain; every day brings thee nearer thy eng 
And all the fands of thy glaſs wil ſoon be run oüt. 
Then like the generations who lived long ago thãà 
place here will know thee no mere and generd- 
ne to come wal be unacquaintod with thee; 
"OF 5 


juſt 
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Seeing then that this ſorry ſcene of ſublunary 

things will ſoon cloſe, and all the world be to thee, 
in that reſpect, as if thou hadſt never been in it; 
what ſhould thy one wiſh be, but how thou mayeſt 


do well in eternity. To provide for that, is 


ten thouſand times better than all that riches, 


pleaſures, and honours can do. Nay, there is no 


compariſon betwixt them; for the one is traſh, and 
the other the richeſt treaſure. Wilt thou then 


ſuffer me, as one who wiſſies for thy welfare, to 


perſuade thee to make thy peace with God, before 
thou makeſt thy exit out of the world ? It'is better 
to die out of than in thy ſins; with Lazarus than 
with Dives. The end of the one is Abraham's bo- 
ſom, and the other the belly. of hell. And theſe 
diſtinctions will ſubſiſt for ever. What then can 
be ſo defirable as to die the death of the righteous ? 
They reſt from their labours, and their works fol- 
low them; follow them in the rewards which the 
righteous will receive at the reſurrection of the 


But what arguments ſhall I uſe to perſuade thee 
to this? I have already ſet before thee the intenſe 
and eternal torment of the damned. And if thou 
art not moved by that, I may deſpair of making 
any impreſſion on thee. But I will ſuppoſe thou 
art willing to forſake thy ſins, and to lead a new 
life; that the thoughts of death, of the laſt day, 
and of eternal fire, have ſo far affected thee as to 
make thee free to be well in the world to come. I 
applaud thy choice I It is wiſe to provide for eter- 
nity ! But the coſt muſt be counted. And yet the 
price is ſmall. Thy Maker, thy Saviour, thy Sanc- 
tifier, requireth nothing of thee but to forſake thy 


_ fins, and to receive good things. How eaſy is 


this? And yet it is all, Think not that it is too 


good to be true. But if ye believe not me, be- 


lieve 


ZL. : 


lieve the Lord. Witneſs. then n words 
Vbby auill ye die? Have I any pleaſure at all that the 
wicked ſhould die? Turn and live 3e, Let the, wicked 
man forfake His Way, and the unn Btegus 25 * His 
 thaughts + and let him turn to the Lord, for be 2v2ll 
| have mercy upon him;  and_to.,our. God, "for, be. will 
abundantly pardon. I we con ole. our fins, he ts faith- 
ful and juſt to forgive us our fins, and to: cleanſe us from 
"alt unrighteouſneſs. Now theſe are the words o him 
who cannot lie; and who, while there is any place 
for pardon, muſt be free to fulfil them, having no 
pleaſure in their puniſnment. What think ou 
then of this? Is it not ſufficient to eBEQUIIGE you 
to turn to the Lord? Be ingenuous! Confeſs the 
truth! Labour not to conceal it! Why ſhould you 
be aſhamed of the goodneſs of God? Were you 
deep in temporal debt, and could not diſchar 
would you be aſhamed to own: the kindneſs of 
creditor in promiſing to forgive it? Rather, would 
you not prize it, publiſh it, and ãimportune for the 
performance of it? And if ſo, hew much more 
cauſe have you to do. it in this caſe, as the one 
would but fave you from à priſon, and the other 
from perdition. O incomparable kindneſs! 
Aud now if you will accept his promiſed: favour, 
be free to comply with his conditions; for on the 
performance of them only can you expect to be _— 
19 850 He then, as your ere litor, commands you 
to confeſs and forſake your ſins. And yet he = 
it not ſo much to ſhew his abthority, as to render 
it ſubſervient to your ſalvation. For were be to 
7 without it, what would it fignify, when 
by the next Tommiſſion of finz you would contract 
a new debt. Remember then how it is written : 
M ben a wicked mun turneth' away from his <vickedneſs, 
and doeth that tohich is lawful and rights he ſhall fave 


* * alive.” No What in wilt you not forſake * ? 
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rich in good works, 


1 
Is any worth retaining? Can you profit as much by 


any, as by pardon, peace, and heaven? Will it be 
as well to live and die like the rich man, as to be 
ſaints, heirs of God, and inherit a kingdom of con- 
ſumate happineſs? No; there is no compariſon be- 
twixt them. To be convinced of this, conſider 
how diſhonourable as well as detrimental fin is. To 
be a rebel againſt a prince, is ungenerous and un- 
jo What is it then to rebel againſt the King of 

eaven? Alas! language fails, cannot fafficiently 
ſignify it; for by how much the Lord is greater and 
better than men, by ſo much is rebellion againſt 
him criminal and contemptible. But it is detri- 


mental alſo: It brings trouble of mind; breaks the 


peace of families, of neighbours, and nations; 
ruins credit, conſtitutions, and eſtates; brings many 
to death long before the natural time of dying; and, 
perſiſted in till death, deſtroys ſoul and body for 
ever. If then you would not be contemptible in the 
eyes of a holy God, nor be unworthy. the care of 


angels, nor unfit to aſſociate with ſaints, nor be 


eternally damned; quit your bad cuſtoms, ſhake 
of your ſinful companions, live a new life, aſſociate 
with the ſer ious, bear perſecution, defpiſe the 
ſhame of being religious, be ambitious to become 
the ſons, ſervants, and heirs of God, to have angels 
miniſter to you, to be a7 5 of doing good, to be 
» ave a. good conſcience in 

confequence, to lay up treaſure above, to die in 
peace, to leave a good teſtimony behind, to riſe to 
a glorious reward, and to enjoy it for ever. Theſe 
are excellent things, and infinitely more than wor- 
thy the higheſt ambition and moſt ardent purſuit of 
emperors, kings, nobles, & c. And yet the poor 
among men may poſſeſs them. Purſue then,, pur- 
ſue them with an ardour arguing that you prize them 

above all that is periſhable. a 1 
| | _ | 0 
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Jo this, purpoſe, if you are a practical ſinner, 
conſider the conſequence of continuing in that con- 
dition. Lou cannot do it and be fate; for ſin is 
the way to ſyffering. Decline then that path. Make 
haſte, it is full of danger, and the end is damna- 
tion.—If a penitent ſinner, then conſider that you 
have contracted a debt which you cannot diſchatge; 
a debt of dangerous, of damnable things; for the 
wages of fin is death. But you have a ſurety Who 
diſcharged that debt by the price of his own pre- 
cious life: For God ſo loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten ſon, that 'whoſoever. beheveth in him 
ſhould. not periſh, but have everlaſting life. Hence, it is 
plain, you need not periſh; for you may be pardon- 
ed. Faith in Chriſt will be infallibly followed with 
the forgiveneſs of ſins. To which will be added, 
as being inſeparably connected with it, a new diſ- 
oſition of mind. And, as by the one you will be 
fenübie of your acceptance with God, ſo by the 
other of your ſonthip; and, by both, you will be 
prepared to do good according to their degree. 
But who is thusprepared? Are you? What ſenſe 
have you of it? Is that ſenſe ſueh as makes you con- 


fident? Can you cry, Abba, Father? Is the fear of 


death done away? Are you ſure of going to heaven, 
if you die as you are? And do you deſire to die that 
you may? Perhaps you will ſay, If e were ſure of 
going, We ſhould. If! Why that is the very point 
in queſtion. So then you are not ſure. And if ſa, 
what is your condition? St. John ſays, Me knau 
that aue are ? God. How?  Hereby we know that au 
dwell in him, and he in us, 'becauſe:he 8 ven us of 
His ſpirit. | Beloved now. are we the ons of Gad, and 
doth not appear what we Hall be: but aue know, that 
auben he ſhall appear, wwe ſhall be like him; for aue 
Ball fee bim as be is. Can you ſay ſo? H you are a 
„.  Gviltian, you can. K. rg cannot, * 
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do? Win you continue unconverted?” Myſt" Chriſt 
| deen vain for you? Will-vou go to the devil, 
woüghi has died? Sinner, beide 'Boaft not. 
to-morr w! See thy danger! In death's unceftain- 
Þ it lies! What if death come like hrung f Suck 
denly? Quickly? Alas! What? Canſt thou tell? 
Art thou a prophet? Doſt thou foreſee thy Fuittire 
fate? Or art thou a fool? A fool, T fear; for if 
wiſe thou wouldſt know chy deſtiny. Time and 
eternity are linked together. Nor do the fates" 
men differ in them; for here every heart has a he 
ven of holineſs and happineſs, or a hell of fin and 
miſery. Hence, what they are here, they will be 
there. And every one who knows what his pre 
ſent ſtate is, knows what his future” Will be. An 
Who that is wiſe knows not that? Sürely none but 
fools are ignorant of themſelres]! Saick T not thei 
truly, that thou att a fool who knoweſt not theft 
things? O dark, dark, is thy foot PTike a Bund 
mat on the brink of a pit, Tot feeft. neither back 
ward nor forward, the evil of thy Hife is hid from 
thee,” and thy Aang er diſappears. Awake finner, 
why fleepeſt our 8 it a time to be ſecure? Knew 
eſt ode that thou muſt die and come to" judg- 
ment? O anticipate thoſe ſolemn times! Set them 
before thee? Bring them near“ Try thyfelf by them! 
Say, O death, Where is thy ſting? Alas? that is thy 
own unpa dardoned fin! O what a ſting! More deadly 
than à {co corpiort s And 46 thou dare to die? What 
in thy fins? That is bold! That is to encounter the 
king of terrors in complete armour; fer ſuch thy 
fins are to him! Will thau then enter the Hſts with 
ſo formidable a foe? Obe afraid Sharp are his Ar 
rows! They Will pierce thee to the heart! The 
guilt of thy fins will centre there! And who fall 
pluck it encef None; it will abide for ever; fe 57 
AS, death leaves thee; the judgment will find't er 


£2» 


And 


if - 227” 4] i 


Aa no look forward to 5 hel 
| Hark how it is uſhered in! 3 £0 
ſhout, with. the oice gf the archangel 
trum of God! Theſe, give the m_— "The found 
goes to. the ends of the earth! Who will nat bear 
Whether alive or dead none will be deaf to — 
lemn ſound I He ſhouts. in the ears of all, the time 
of your trial is come Prepare! Come to judgment! 
Come and give air your accounts Come and re- 
ceive your reward] All hear, and inſtantiy obey! 
Now. mo the. Judge deſcending! See the 7 
car on which he comes] Behold his attendants, 
ns ww. ot flying in the air} See the ſpa- 
oious plain here all aowblel: The judgment . 
The-Judge ſeated! The books opened! Behold the 
angels gathering the good from the bad, and placing 
the ri son the right hand, and the wicked on 
the left! Now attend to. the proceſs! Hark! He is 
acquainting chem with the cauſe of their coming, 
relive r a HAS foes, that the time, ſo. often 
CEE for judging and rewarding. men according 
to their works, is arrived, and that the ſentence will 
be right: and irreverſible, give to all their due. and 
oontinue for ever. And now all things being pre- 
paredz he ſummons the righteous, thoſe. that died 
in a ſtate · of acceptance with himſeif; and who, be- 
ing already; acquainted in their conſeienees, come. 
with boldneſs to the bar. He applauds: thoſe who, 
like the eldeſt ſon of the prodigal's father, never de- 
parted from his precepts? Approves of the ſalvation: 
Which prodigals through faith in the ſacrifice offered 
for them, obtained! ü ts the ſincerity of up- 
right heathens; who, fat ue no other guide but 
their own | enlightened. minds, - feared him and 
wrought righteouſneſs}: And to all works calculated 
and intended to-miniſter to his praiſe. and the pro- 
Wer * * — a e reward. _—_ 
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Ger To no good, or 08 evil, he \aligns'm6 76 
Ward. Such he vohſigns to thrive" the work- 
ers loſe the reward of their labour. Now attend 
e another part of this ſolemn tranſaction! gee a 
different fort of people to be dealt with! He com- 
mand the wicked to be brought! The angels obey, 
and rels chem into his prefence! But O wich what 
\reficrance, guilt, confuſion; and fearful" amtivipa- 
"Hons: of their fate, de they approach! Like erimi- 
Hals, condemned: in their conſciences, they come 
before him who was erueified for them, h 
"whey received in vain; and to whoſe commande il 
Here diſobedient. He interrogates them t 
che uſe of their time and talents; whether-they — 
\{portiane& their care and labour to the worth and 
ants of their” fouls and whether they worſhipped 
bim, ank kaboured to do" good totheir"fellow=crea- 
25 dures. Nor SE FORTE e ee unn 
Among thoſe” unbappy innere, fee many of the 
great Mer of the'tarth, to whom the fudge thus 
peaks.” In greatneſs ye were as God among the 
deople! But were you as good ns great, Did yt 
"example," in ſobriety and felf-denial; ſhew to, alt to 
tende how to keep the body under and 
bHring it into ſubjection? Were you patterns of pi 
im the ſeveral parts of my worſhip and ſervice, bya 
conſtant attendance on my ordinances and by living 
A life fuitable to my laws? Did you offer the daily 
tee of prayer and praifes in your families, and 
ern ttiem as thoſe who were to give an aceount? 
Rac were you careful to reprove finners, aud to 
inſtruct tlie ignorant as you had timè and e 
nity? And inafmuch as I made ou, in the: way of 
RAe ſtewards of much, did you pity the 
"poor and — and relieve them 8 to 
Pour ability ?—Heartheir anſwer. Alas O 
we did none of thoſe things: We fared ſumptuouſ- 


* 


s of our con- 
nation he looketh upon them, and. faith, Hear, 
heavens; and give ear, O earth, how: theſe-witneſs 
-againſt themſelves) Out of their own mouths they 
are judged Other evidence is not neceſſary] I con. 
vou to ceaſeleſs ſufferings ] Go aſide, ye curſad 
creatures, and wait the execution of the ſentenge 
Next appear a multitude of thoſe whoſe form, 
features, poliſn, quickneſs, delicacy, and other 
animal and mental excellencies rendered them the 
moſt amiable of the earth. But oh | how changed! 
Where is now the fine form, regular features, 
charming complection, ſparkling eyes, well. ſet hair, 
Ke? Where thoſe ornaments they ſo much delighi- 
ance they made, and the emulation of each other? 


Where thoſe gay ſcenes of life, daneings, plays, 
concerts, cards, ſongs, inſipid converſation; ſcan- 
dal, thoughtleſs gaiety, and an endleſa train of 
trifles in which they paſſed the time of their trial 


- 


thou in yon diſtorted form, dark hue, heaving 
breaſts, ſad countenance, ſtreaming eyes, down- 
caſt looks, loud lamentations, wringing of hands, 
convulſive motions, & c. diſcern any. of the farmer 
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3 — no o beauty in the ornament of 
a a meek and quiet ſpirit; found no pleaſure in prayer 
- and praiſe to God made no aceount of their Maker, 
Saviour, and Sanctifier; deſpiſed the low. way of 
being religious, and of preparing for this awful 
time? O the madneſs of preferring; dreſs, trifling 
— filly diverſions, &, to a reconciled 
— —— the comfortable fellow ſhip 
Ghoſt, an intercourſe 3 — 4 
—— ab it, doing good, ind being pre 
(give: up accounts: with joy! But now obſerve: — 4 
motion] He turns towards them! Hark! He ad- 
dxeſſeth them þ. O ye daughters of men, were your 
ſouls or bodies the principal object of your atten- 
ion? Did yen delight as much 10 er nting. 
your minds: with the E 
adorning your bodies with-what was. e ! Had 
vou as much pleaſure in. knowing a 
will, as in learning and living according to the 
modes of life? Were you as careful to do good as 
ou had ability, time, and opportunity for? Speak! 
Why are you filent? Am I not your Judge? How- 
Aid you live? What end had you in view? Then 
breaking ſilence, they ſay, Ah, Lord, our ſoule 
were little underſtood, and leſs cared forl-To. pro- 
vide for, and pleaſure our bodies, engaged all our 
time and talents! Thy ſervice did not ſuit us; we 
thought it fit only for thoſe who wanted taſte for 
the things of time and ſenſe! As for our neig 
bours, whether they were ſaved or loſt, had or had 
not the neceſſaries of life, made no part of our 
care. We lived to the fleſh, and not to the ſpirit; 
for time, and not for eternityl But, woe unto us, 
we now fee that life was lent us. for. a far better 
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bode? O that we had lived like them! Alas! © 


Lord, we are ſorry for our fins! And muſt ar 


ſures end in pain? We reflect on the gay ſeenes 


of life in which we never remembered thee F We 
call to mind our many toils in accompliſhing an | 


purpoſes! But we would be at no pains to perform 


Pleafure! Our” affections were not placed "oi 


thee! Our time and talents all ran to waſte in re- 


gard of thee "How vilely did we requite thy love 


in Hving and dying for us! Alas it was the lea 


of our care to make thee a grateful return for that 


kindnefs ! Nor was thy Law a Hght to vgs e 


never confüulted thy precepts tonching any part of 


op ractice! Our own will and the maxims of the 


1 were our only rule of living — To which the“ 
plies. It is enough! I knew it! 1 faw your! 


| ja re 
| in the world! Mine eyes were ever upon vou!“ 
And I locked to fee when you would turn unto me! 


J hearkenedꝭ to hear the voice of y your ſupplication 1 


But T looked and hearkened in vain, for you went 


on in the fooliſlineſs and frowardneſs of your hearts f 
Then my bowels were turned within me; and 
fad,” Othat*thieſe were wiſe, that they underſtood” 
what their end will be! Their fe will. ſoon fee an” 
end, and then, O then What will chey do? Alas! 
life is gone, the hour of judgment is come; and 
now I miſt reward you according tõ what you have 
done. To dwell then with devils where the worm 


dieth not, and where the fire is not quenched, 1 


doom you! Angels, take them away, that they 

may be hurled into hell. Inſtantly thoſe wretched 
fair are utterly confounded? Their cries Pies 
Wa FJ; * ; ſkies 
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ſkies!- But none pityeth. Their lovers have for- 
Laken them! The objects of their love are deſtroy- 
ed! God's mercy is clean gone! The angels have 
them in deriſion! Devils rejoice over them, and 
wait to plunge them into the pit! O what a con- 
traſt to their former condition 

Now turn your eyes and ſee a multitude of a cha- 
racter highly inconſiſtent withtheir condition! Their 
character is ſacred, being ſtyled the prieſts of God; 
but their condition is that of Babes. ear the Judge 
addreſſing them! Alas! I am ſorry to ſee your reve- 


rences in ſo wretched a condition! But what indu- 


ced you to become miniſters? Was it becauſe you 
were qualified to diſcharge the duty, and were de- 
termined to do it? If that was the caſe, it was laud- 
able. But, alas! though there be apoſtates ann 
vou, yet the majority of you were not the men 
ſhould have been when you afſumed that ſacred df: 
ice. But you are upon your trial, and ſhall have juſ- 
tice done you. Had you then the knowledge of my- 
ſelf as the Saviour, by the pardon of your fins and 
the purification of your ſ irit? Without this you did 
not belong to me; for i if any man have not my ſpi- 
Tit, he is none of mine. Nor could you ſufficiently 
know the truth neceflary to be preached to others 
but by this principle of it in yourſelves. Vou could 
only have ideas of it, which, when reduced to 
practice, was but dealing in truths unfelt, and in- 
effectual; for having no union with me in your ſpi- 
rit, your words had no energy, and ſo did no exe- 


cution — And what was your call to, and qualifi- 


cation for, the miniſtry? Were you divinely moved 
to miniſter in holy things? Had you inward. inti- 
mations of its being my pleaſure that you ſhould 
preach? And was my word as fire in your heart 
that you could not forbear? Had you, in the exe- 
cution of your office, ſupernatural aſſiſtance; light 

to 
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to, ſe: „and p power 1 to hold. N g et ne? 
For, be ſure, I give not only grace, hut alſo the 
knowledge of my will touching the work, and aſ- 
ſiſtance in it, to all whom I commiſſion. to preach. 
What were your doctrines? Did you preach Me 
as the one mediator betwixt God and man? Did 
you inſiſt on my death as the only meritorious 
cauſe of ſalvation? Did you alſo preach faith in me 
as the way to find forgiveneſs and all other ſpiritual 
benefits? Did you likewiſe: contend for the know-- 
ledge gf falvation by the remiſſion of fins and the re- 
newing of the Holy Ghoſt? And. did you . preach 
good works, to all who were capable of them, as 
the way to retain and improve their grace, to keep 
their conſciences free from offence, and. increaſe 
their crown of rejoicing !—What manner of life do 
you live? Was your life a living law to all your 
people, illuſtrating and confirming every truth you 
taught; and thereby contradicting and utterly con- 
temning that accurſed maxim of ding a ſaidz 
and not as you did? / 

Now theſe are the truths acconding.: 10. Which 
ſhall try you. Did you then experimentally know 
that you were accepted of God, adopted into his 
family, and made heirs. of eternal life? If you did 
not, remember, that I ſaid, you were none of mine. 
Nor can I retract, becauſe it is an eternal truth, that 
being the grand eriterion of a Chriſtian. Need I tell 
you then to whom you belonged? Is chat neceſſary? 
Know ye not, that all who — not of me, are of the 
devil? And was not your heart ſo-· dark and dead, that 
you neither diſcerned the evil of ſin, nor had a 
deſire of ſalvation from it? Hence, you were feld. 
ſufficient, ſaw no need of me as a mediator; there- 
fore you had no dependence on me. Alas! I neither 
dwelt in you as a principle of divine light, life, 

camkorts Ke. nor was 1 deſired of you. Sn... 
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then that you had no light to ſee, nor deſire to be 


found in, the right way; what ſort of guides could 
you be to others? At the beſt you were blind ones, 
and that was bad enough. — Nor did I ever move 
23 take upon you the office of the miniſtry. 
Lou had no call from me. I did not ſend my ene- 


mies on my errands. You ran then before you 


were ſent.— Neither did I ever aſſiſt you; ſo your 


word returned void; it did no execution; no good 
was ever done by it; you turned none from the 
error and evil of their ways; your flocks remained 
uninformed, unreformed, and unrenewed. And, 
indeed, your doctrines were not calculated to an- 
ſwer any good purpoſe; for ſome of you preached 
that which was falſe in itſelf, and others that which 
was unapplicable to the people, and ſome that, 
which, though right, yet as it came from you, had 
no effect.— And as touching the practice of many 
of you, it was evil; you lived in the common ſins 
of the age, whereby many were confirmed in their 


wickedneſs, and ſome induced to renounce both re- 


ligion and revelation ; concluding, that as you con- 
tradicted both in your practice, your faith in them 
was feigned, and the profeſſion of it only deſigned 
to anſwer ſome profitable temporal purpoſe to your- 
ſelves. I charge you then with being deſtitute of 
the divine nature, with having ſinned in all the 
parts of your practice, as intruders into the mini- 
ſtry, _ for contributing much to the deſtruction 
of many by your preaching and practice. Now 
make your defence. What ſay you ? Have I not 
ſaid the truth? Can you deny any part of this 
charge? Was not your ſoul dark, dead, and defti- 
tute of me? Was it not alſo diabolical in its diſpo- 
ſition, loving and defiring nothing but the world 
and wickedneſs? And did you not treat it as the 
greateſt trifle, neither knowing nor caring 1 
8 | wou 
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would become of it? And yet in this ſenſeleſs, ſin- 
ful, and careleſs condition, you took upon you a 

cure of ſouls. A cure of ſouls} Alas! ye were 
phyſicians of no value. You'underſtood not their 
cafe, ſo you wrought no cure. And yet you were 
content. It did not grieve you that your people 
were ignorant and wicked. You had what you en- 
tered into the office: for; profit, pleaſure, and ho- 


nour. But now ſee what it is come to! O ho-. 
many accuſe” you as one cauſe of their continuing 
in ſin! What numbers were deceived by your doc- 
trine! What multitudes were confirmed in wicked 
neſs by your example! How many were prevented 
from ſeeking ſalvation by the part you acted in per- 

ſecuting my ſervants! And how many did you turn 
out of the way by the ſame _ Alas! you were- 
fooliſn, wicked, preached for hire, helped none, 
hindered many, perſecuted the righteous, and 
knew not me! And now ye unholy, falſe, fooliſh, 
and formal preachers, what reaſon can you aſſign 
why I ſhould not condemn you? Surely none, the 
evil being all your o- n. I am ſorry for you; for 
your ſufferings will be great. As you had not 
the double portion of my ſpirit your office required, 
you have your double offences, your on and many. 
others to anſwer for; and, therefore, muſt have a 
double portion of 'puniſhment.? O how different. 
will your portion be from what it was when you 

walked in pride, lived luxuriouſly, lorded it over 
the people, led them into error, kept them in ig- 
norance, and confirmed them in wickedneſs! Alas, 

alas! your own blood, and the blood of many others 
is upon you! O how well for yon that you had not 
been born! How proſitable that you had not been 
preachers! Or that you had been of my conſtituting 
and commiſſioning, and faithfully diſcharged your 


duty! Then had you been numbered with thoſe on 
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my right hand, who, as they were faithful over a 
few things, ſhall'be made rulers over many. But 
now there is no choice! The time for that is paſt; 


and will never, never return! Woe unto you, for 


evil is coming upon you As for you whom'l ſent; 
for, ſuch, alas! I ſee among you, you out lived the 
gracious principle I planted in you, and the com- 
miſſion I gave you. Honour, affluence, and eaſe, 
through your unguardedneſs, begot pride, covet- 
ouſneſs, and ſenſuality. Then, ſuch of you 'as 
continued to miniſter, principally ſought yourſelves, 
dn ped applauſe, profit, and pleaſure, and not 
nour and the good of men. Your intercourſc 
with me alſo ceaſed, you did not ſeek my loſing 
nor did I communicate my help to your heart, nor 
proſper your labours. You became corrupt, 1 
corrupted” others; for your example cauſed many 
to ſtumble. Yea, fome of you apoſtatized both in 
principle, practice, and preaching; your hearts be- 
came unholy, your lives irreligious, and you denied 
ſalvation by me! Lou are twice dead, and there 
remains for you only the blackneſs of darkneſs for 
ever. Alas! how evil is your caſe! Better had it 
been for you not to have known the right way! 
But you 1 f ave undone yourſelves, and muſt bear 
your own burthen. O ye apoſtates, what will you 
do with the wages of unrighteouſneſs? How endure! 
that degree of damnation which is due? 'Ye ſold 
me, and ſold yourſelves to work wickedneſs? Curſ- 
ed creatures! Grucifiers of myſelf a ſecond time! 
Murderers of yourſelves and of many others! And 
now all of you, whether apoſtates or others, I 
ſentence to that fort and degree of ſufferings my: 
juſtice obligeth me to! My mercy, in your caſe, 
now hath no place! This is no time for that!” A 
time was When you might have been intereſted in 
ity but you v would not. en Place, your acquire- 
ala I ments, 
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ments, the figure you cut, and the company 
kept, puffed you up with pride, ſelf-conceit, &. 
and ſet you above ſeeking. me, and regarding ſeri- 
ous things. Prepare for your puniſhment! 
Now ſee a promiſcuous; company approach, to 
whom he thus applieth: How was your time taken 
up? What did you propoſe to yourſelves as the end 
of living? Did you intend to pleaſe me, profit your 
neighbours, and prepare for eternity? Alas! your 
being on the left hand, indicates that you have liv- 
ed to a purpoſe which I did not approve. I ſee 
among ydu a great variety; ſome of you waded in 
wealth, others ſwam in pleaſure, ſome ſoared in 
fame, many of you had the conveniences of life, 
more only the neceſſaries, and not a few lived in 
Parent and diſtreſs. Some of you were wiſe, others 
fooliſh,” ſome learned, others ignorant. Many of 
you had much leiſure from the labour of life, 
others had the greateſt part of your time taken up 
with it. Tou were likewiſe, of different genera- 
tions, nations, and ages. But notwithſtanding this 
raue I find you all agreed to forget me, neglect 
your ſouls, and to make provſion for eternity. I ſee. 
you are all in your fins, unforgiven, unpuriſied, and 
unprepared to meet me. But to ſhew how inex- 
ruſable you. are, I ſhall remind you of what I did 
both to prevent and to ſave you from fin and ſuffer- 
ing. I put my laws into your mind and heart, for 
I gave you an underſtanding of my will and power 
to perform it. To which, if you had been obedi- 
ent, you had been preſerved from ſinning. I alſo 
provided for you as ſinners, by the ſacrifice of my- 
ſelf; therefore, if after offending, you had repent- 
ed and put your truſt in me, I would have pardoned 
and renewed you. I likewiſe had many witneſſes 
among you of my wiſdom, power, and goodneſs: 
Þ gave you rain and fruitful ſeaſons: I cauſed my 
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ſun to ſhine upon you by day, and my moon and 
ſtars by night : You had alſo daily revolutions; not 
a moment did the earth, on which you lived, ſtand 
ſtill; it was always in motion to give to every 
part of its inhabitants the benefits of day and 
night, ſummer and winter: To move your minds, I 
made thunder and lightning play over your heads, 
and the earth to quake under your feet: I ſent the 
word, famine, and peſtilence among you: I afflict- 
ed you in your minds, bodies, and eſtates: I left you 
at uncertainties, touching the continuance of life, 
and gave you ſigns of death, and of the laſt day, by 
your mor;ality, and by puniſhing ſome of you for 
your fins. DE PE TY BE be he DEALT $5 
But ah! How did I labour in vain! The law of 
= mind was ſoon deſtroyed, -your underſtanding 

came dark, and your will dead. You likewiſe 
contracted many evil habits and cuſtoms, which, 
added to the corruption of your hearts, made fin 
eaſy and pleaſant; and, therefore; though I ſtroye 
with, and commanded, yea beſeeched you to return 
unto me, yet ye would not. The low delights of 
a periſhing world, you preferred to me, my ſalva- 
tion, ſervice, and kingdom. The pleaſures of fin, 
although but for a ſeaſon, -were more to you than 
all that I could do. And notwithſtanding that I 
_ warned you of your danger, yet you went on from 
one degree of fin to another, till there was no re- 
medy. Yea ſome of you proceeded: ſo far as to 
deny my being, others my providence, ſome my 
word, and all of you, in effect, 'my laws, for you 
would not live according to them. 'O how wretch- 
edly was your time ſpent! What mean purſuits ! 
What vile practices! Any thing was enough to en- 
gage your heart, time, and talents! O how little 
did you conſider your obligations to me! Whether 
I was pleaſed or diſpleaſed with what you did, gave 
2 "£3 you 
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you no concern] Tou cared not for me; ſo vo, 
own will, and not mine, was conſulted and done. 
And when I reproved you for your follies, ſome of 
you promiſed to repent and reform, but never per- 
formed; others who went. farther, did them but in 
part; and ſome who did them perfectly, did ſoonly 
for a time; for all of you died in your iniquities ! 
Ah! how was my foul grieved, when I ſaw you ſet 
your hearts on things beneath; when ſome of you 
lived only to lay up money, others to get the con- 
veniences or neceffaries of life, and many only a 
hard ſubſiſtence! And I ſaid in myſelf, O that theſe- 
were wile, that they underſtood what good things 
FE have to give, and what ſatisfaction they might: 
find in ſerving-me! But you would not make proof 
of my. holineſs, my peace, and my joy, and there-- 
by have a foretaſte of a happy eternity, that you. 
might long to live with me, nor would you delight 
yourſelves in that, which to me, while I lived in 
your world, was as my meat and drink: My ways, 
to you, were not ways of pleaſantneſs, nor my 
paths peace... You all. walked in your own ways, 
which were not good: Whatever ſeemed good to 
Frum however diſagreeable to me, was done. 
Tou had no pleaſure in contemplating the wiſdom, 
greatneſs, and goodneſs, diſplayed in my outward. 
works; nor did you conſider my holineſs, juſtice, . 
truth, mercy, and long-fuffering, exerciſed in the 
government of yourſelves and others. Neither was 
it any thing to you, that I died to redeem you. My 
daily benefits in temporal things, aud whatever 1 
did to your minds in the uſe of means and by im- 
mediate acts to reſtore you to holineſs and happineſs, 
had no weight. Lea, you were ſo intent on living, 
that you forgot death, the laft day, and eternity! 
But ah! they are all come; death. is paſt, the laſt: 
day, is preſent, and eternity is. at the door. And 
5 „ no 
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nom where are all the things for which you lived? 
Ahl] where are they? Alas! all that you lived for, is 
either dead, or will ſoon be deſtroyed, for the earth 
- ſhall be burnt up. Ah wretched creatures, to live 
for that which has left you! Had you lived to me, 
1 would have continued with you, and conſolated 
you, in every conflict, carried you with courag 
through death, and acquitted you in the laſt day. 
But you would have none of me; and now I will 
-have none of you. I ſtand not this day as your'ad- 
vocate, that office is ceaſed. I am your judge, and 
will deal with you according to your demerit. 
And that you may ſee the loſs you ſuſtain by ſin- 
ning, I ſet before you the rewards of the righte- 
-ous by appointing them their place and portions. 
Hear me then, O my beloved, in what I have to 
fay: Ye glorified me on the earth by believing in, 
and obeying me, and now I will glorify you. with 
myſelf for ever. After ſinning, you truſted in my 
merit and ſpirit, which brought pardon, peace, and 
Purity. Theſe made you mine, and candidates for 
my kingdom. And though you have not all been 
«equally faithful, yet as I now find you intereſted in 
me, I appoint you all a place within the limits of 
my kingdom. But my throne is the centre; and, 
therefore, according to your degree of . well- doing, 
ſhall your nearneſs tv it be. And now go up and 
receive from my Father the reward of your works. 
Angels, do your office, conduct them! 'Then with 
motion quick as lightning they aſcend! Heaven 
opens to admit them! Angels wait to receive them 
The Father welcomes them in, appoints their place; 
aſſigns their portion, commands that garments of 
. diſtinguiſhed luſtre, palms of victory, and crowns 
of glory be given them !. And now their ſufferings. 
and ſorrows all ſee an end! Neither ſhall they know 
Want any more; for. he that. dwells among all 
28 all: 
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+ſhall lead them to fountains of living waters] And 
they ſhall ſerve him day and night in his temple! 
Alt this is loft to you. And now, wretched 1 5 
tures, behold your place! Hell, diſcloſe! Be before 
. theſe as thou art before me; in A 8 
See its dimenſions! Ah, it is deep and large, wi 
out bottom or ſhore! It ; is full of the fury of the 
Lord; a fiery ſtream ever urges with waves of ſul- 
- phureous flame! That then ye ungodly is JE ha- 
bitation! There you muſt dwell for ever; for when 
millions of years have meaſured out your miſery, 
it will be no nearer the end! Nor will the furiouf- 
neſs of the flame ever diminiſh! I. kindled it in 
mine anger, and it ſhall be kept up! Can ye endure 
it? Are you as ſtone? Without ſenſe? Paſt feeling ? 
Ah! were you ſo, it would be well with you! But 
you ſhall be tormented in it! Every part of your 
foul and body the fire will feed upon, and puniſh- 
with the moſt exquiſite pain! Then ſhall I be 
avenged of you for all that you have done GO 
then ye great ones, ye wretched Air ye falſe pro- 
phets, and all who have lived and died in iniquity, 
go to your place and portion Dwell with devils! 
Be tormented with fire and brimſtone!- Bear the- 
uppbraidings of your conſciences! Lament a loſt- 
heayen]! Weep, wail, and gnaſh your teeth! O ye 
| abominable, what bleſings did I beſtow upon youl- 
What pains did I take with you! What patience 
had I with vou! But you made only evil returns; 
you broke my laws, abuſed my.-mercies, neglected 
my ſalvation, grieved my ſpirit, and wearied my 
patience l: And now I will ſhew you no fayourt 
Fou ſhall have judgment without merey! And 
while eternity endures, you, ſhall lie under my 


righteous wrath ! Never, never, ſhall you be releafſs _ 


ed from it But ah, how they linger! How tar by” 
their ſteps] They haſten. not to ſuſfer 2s. 1 did to 
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£6! O how they hover on the brink of hell! They 
want Eurtius's courage to leap into the gulph ! 
Sinners, are you afraid? Does the fire, like the 
flame of Nebuchadnezzar's furnace, flaſh upon you? 
Alas! If the brink be fo bad, what will the burn- 
ings be! O wretched creatures,, well may you fear- 
| before you feel! But, go; no more delays! | 
quicken their pace! Caſt them into hell! Now they. 
move; millions in a moment are. hurled headlong 
into the burning lake! Down to the centre they de- 
feend! Then they rebound to the ſurface! Ang: 
thus by turns they fink and ſwim ! There they taſte 
tle bitter pains of eternal death, a death they 
ſought by their ſins, for they would not ſerve me! 
This then is their recompenſe! Nor does help or 
hope come to their relief! Wretched beings! Hark! 
All hell rings with their eries! O how tliey curſe 
and accuſe themſelves, as the cauſe of all that they 
fuffer! Our fins, our fins, have brought us hither! 
We blame neither our Maker nor our make. We 
had all that we could have; reaſon, a religious 
principle, a Saviour, ſabbaths, thie outward evi- 
dences of God's wiſdom, greatneſs and goodneſs;. 
divine and human inſtructions, and whatever elſe 
that was neceſſary to ſave us from fin, to make us, 
ſerve-the Lord, and to prepare us for a better place 
than this! O that we had lived ſoberly, righteoufly, 
and godly. in the world! Then had we eſcaped all. 
this evil. But we would not. And now we are juſtly: 
doomedto dwell where the worm dieth not. Woe 
unto us! O the intenſeneſs of our torments! And 
the thought of eternity adds to our miſery! i Could 
we ſee to the end of our ſufferings, hope would 
ſpring up in hell! But, fire and brimſtone, a gui“. 
ty conſcience, devils, and dark diſpair, conſpire: 
to curſe us! Alas! all is loſt; farewel hope and 
happineſs for ever! And O thou profoundeſt hell, 
in thee we muſt for ever dwell! ee 

| Now: 
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77 Now, Ane 1 les {ct before you "the end 
torments of the damned, which will aſſuredly be 
your portion, if you perſiſt in fin. Will you not 
then turn to the Lord? Why will you not? For 
what would you ſuffer temporal torments? Would 
you lie upon a bed of fire for ſeven years? Could 
all the riches, pleaſures, and honours in the world 
tempt you to it? I believe not. How is it then that 
you do not fear eternal fire? Is it leſs to be feared 
than temporal? Alas! it is ten thouſand times more! 
"By then ſo fearful of the one, and ſo-fearleſs of 
the other? It is becauſe. you are ſenſible of what 
an your body and time, but not what regards 
your ſoul and eternity! O ſhameful ignorance! It 
is being fools in the worſt ſenſe of the word! But 
what will. 15 do? Will you die ſo? Will you be 
damned? If you die aſleep in your fins, you will. 
Awake then, why ſleep ye? Your damnation ſlum- 
'bereth not. Know ye not that death and hell are 
near? To-morrow you may be in both! To-day 
then hear his voice! He cries, turn ye, turn ye, 
Why will you die ? Sinner hear, hear the long neg- 
lected call! O hear him that ſpeaketh from heaven! 
He ſpeaks by his ſpirit, his word, his providence, 
his miniſters, and by many other means. Be obe- 
dient that you may be bleſt. Think not. that * | 
diſobedience | you ſhall do well, Conſider with 
[whom you have to do; a holy, a juſt, a jealous God; 
a God who all your life has watched over you for | 
good, has fed and preſerved you, and borne with 
your diſobedience! O what indulgence! But ſay 
not that he will do ſo again! Remember, he has 
appointed a day to do juſtice in; a day wherein all 
that die in diſobedience will be damned. Will you 
meet him in. your fins? Ah what a foe will you find 
him; for he is a conſuming fire to offenders! Settle 
it then in your heart that you will be his. And do 
a not 
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mot delay the execution of your purpoſe; leſt you 
be plucked away in his diſpleaſure. Nor need any 
thing be urged to evidence the neceſſity of this, ſave 
the ſhortneſs and uncertainty of life, and-the dread- 

ful conſequence of delaying too long. Will you 
then heſitate one moment to turn your heart to the 
Lord, and to regulate your life by his law? Do it 
immediately, and thereby prevent the danger of 
being undone by delays! O conſider the preciouſ- 
neſs of the preſent time! It is all that you can call 
your own. The reſt may or may not be while you 


are alive. And for what evil or earthly thing will 


you run the riſk of being ruined for ever? Surely 
+ you love yourſelf, you will ſecure the ſalvation 
of your foul. Remember then your ſins, repent 
of them, reform from them, believe on Chriſt for 
and pray till you find the pardon of them, get your 
heart made good by grace, live religiouſly by ſerv- 
ing the Lord, charitably by miniſtering to the gooil 
of men, lay up treaſure in heaven, and thus pre- 


pare to meet the Moſt High. O how profitable 


and pleaſant are theſe things; how good for time, 
and how much better for eternity They will do in- 
| Anitely better for you than ſerving the devil and 


enduring damnation. : But I have ſet before. you 


life and death, bleſſing and curſing; chooſe your 
portions, make or mar yourſelf. But chooſe life 
and bleſſing, that the Lord may be glorified, and 
that you may be happy for ever * 57 3 IR 
And you that are capable of doing good, remem- 
ber your obligation to it, and act accordingly. Be 
ambitious to ſerve the Lord. in the manner molt 
agreeable to him. Walk with him in ſpirit by an 
actual and continued advertence to his preſence, 
and by fearing, loving, delighting in, and adoring 


him; by being grateful for his benefits, and by. 


ſpeaking and acting in all things as may be _ 
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his honour. Labour likewiſe for the good of men 


Be wiſe to win ſouls to the right way; to the falva- 
tion and ſervice of the Lord. Let your example, 


reproofs, inſtructions, prayers, &c. conſpire to 

this.” Profit as many as poſhble in temporal things, 
by your fortune, favour, labour, and advice. Thus 
ſow righteous ſeed, and reap the reward of itin a 


reſurrection unto life. —And for your encourag- 


ment, conſider the conſequence, the greatneſs of 
the reward. Whatever you do for the honour of 
God, and the good of men, will, in this world, 
afford the moſt excellent fruit; the teſtimony. of a 


good conſcience, greater favour with God and men, E 


and, in all probability, an increaſe of temporal 
things, will be conſequent on it; for he that ſoweth 


much ſhall reap much. In the hour of death, a ſenſe 


of having diſcharged your duty, will inſpire a 
confident expectation of a crown; with the dying 
apoſtle you will'fay, T have fought a good fight, I 
have finiſhed my courſe, I have kept the faith; 


Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteouſneſs, which the Lord the righteous Judge. 
will give me in that day. In the day of judgment, 


you will ftand diſtinguiſhed in the preſence of God, 


angels, and men, according to your degree of well- | 


doing. And in etexpity, it will redound to you in 
honour and glory, and unutterable delights. Walk. 
then worthy of your calling in the higheſt degree, 
and thereby increaſe your crown of rejoicing for 
Jets”; TT pt e 
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T hou bellow that there i is one « God ; thou tet 
A well: the devils alſo believe, and. tremble. 
But wilt thou know, 0 vain nan, that faith 

1. without works i is dead: * Was not Abraham 
our father jt uſt Ned by works, when he meu 

Maac his fon upon the altar? be e 
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R 1 BESS to de with men viphoſe faith, 
in principle tended to make void the law in 
practice; ſet himſelf to refute the error, and ſtop 
this torrent of that dangerous doctrine 
This is done, 1. By defining, commending, and | 
comparing their faith. 2. By ſhewing the inſuffici- 
encyof it. And, 3. By exhibiting that which produ- 
ceth good works. Of which I ſhall offer ſome” *. ö 
8 and conclude with a word of s N Wen 
I. Thou belizoeft that there is one Cod. This one 
God is oppoſed to all other Gods, whether the 
work of men, or thoſe whoſe office gives them an 
inferior right to that title. He is that ſupreme 
Being who was, is, and is to be; without W (ul 
and without end; whoſe nature is ſpiritual” an 
holy, and whoſe attributes conſpicuouſly appear in 
the works of creation and providence. His wiſdom, 
in deviſing the natures, capacities, and uſe of all 
Wel his * 110 55 in giving 2 "ay e 
5 5 


IT war 1 


1 


ink rae them; and his Soon in reple- 


niſhing the th with bleſſing adapted to the con- 
ditzen of every creature. . 
This divine being, is the firſt object of faith. 
Things that are ſeen, are objects of ſenſe. But he 
is inviſible, and, therefore, to be believed. Nor is 
it neceſſary that revelation, whether external or in- 
ternal, aſſiſt. They, indeed, corroborate the evi- 
dence of this important truth; but the inviſible things 
of him are clearly ſeen, being ande ee by the things 
which are made. Viſible things having all the ſig- 


natures of conſummate ſkill, inimitable art, ener- 


getic power, and profuſion of goodneſs, afford the 


moſt unexceptionable evidence of a Deity, poſſeſt 


of all poſſible perfeCtions; they exhibit to reaſon, 
(for reaſon, in this caſe, is the root of faith) that 


theſe are the works of a wiſe, powerful, and good 


God: which iſſues in a belief of his being. 
Believing that there is one God, likewiſe implies 


ſome judgment of the extent of his eſſence and na- 
tural attributes. And that he cannot be circum- 


ſcribed by human conception, but is infinite in re- 
ſpect of extent, is the moſt agreeable notion of 


Deity: Do not I, ſaith be, fill heaven and earth? 


And with this correſponds the Pſalmiſt's account: 
Whether ſhall I go from = Spirit? Or whether ſhall 


1 fly from thy preſence? . If I aſcend up into heaven, 
thou art there: If I. make my bed in hell, behold thau 


art there: If I take the wings of the morning, and 


davell in the uttermoſt parts of the ſea, even there ſhall 
thy hand find me, and thy right -hand fhall lead me. 
But notwithſtanding that he is more than co-equal 


with creation; yet he neither incorporates with, 


nor 18 interrupted by it, but remains intire, ia 


pervades whatever is more eafily than air or light, 


the moſt pervious bodies. The properties natural 


h Wy -and ION 2 his eflence, are omnipre- 
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ſence. and, dmniſcience; he is preſent with, and 
privy to, all things, and unerringly diſcerns their 
eſſences, actions, and ends: Can any hide himſelf 
that I. Hall not ſee him, ſaith the Lord. Neither 1s 
there any creature that is not manifeſt in his fight: But 
all. things are naked and opened to the eyes of him with 
aubam wwe have to do. e 


o : 


This faith, alſo includes a belief of his moral na- 
ture.and government. The holineſs of his nature 
is exhibited by the purity of his precepts, which 
have for. their object and end, his own glory, and 
the preſent. and future felicity of men. And to 

which, from all who have attained to the uſe of 
reaſon, complete conformity is required. Hence 
it is, that diviations from duties; whether in things 
contrary to, or ſhort of them, ſubject to the cenſure 
of juſtice, and expoſe to the wrath of God; which 
evidence the ſtrictneſs of his juſtice, the evil of ſin, 
and the abſolute neceſſity of his mercy; the nature, 
cauſe, and way of receiving, ſuch underſtood, they 
know that God was in Chriſt reconciling the world to 
Himſelf, ſatisfying his juſtice by the ſufferings of his 

Son; and, therefore, can be juſt in maintaining 
_ the purity of his law, and yet juſtify. the ungodly 
who. believe in Chriſt Jeſus. To believe then the 
nature, works, and government of God, is to be- 
lieve that there is one Gd. 3 

And notwithſtanding that this faith is ſuperficial, 
and, comparitively, of but inconſiderable ſervice; 
it had the apoſtle's approbation : Thou doeft awell. 

But though he prefers. it to infidelity ; yet to ſhew 

its inſufficiency, he oppoſes. to it the faith of the 
fiends: The. devils alſo believe, and tremble. Theſe 
competitors. with men, in reſpect of believing, 
were once angels of light, whoſe happineſs conſiſted 
in the purity of their nature, a proper ſubordina- 
tion to, aud practical obſervance of, their — 
ö ä wil 
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will. But being free agents, and in a ſtate of pro- 
bation, by a dilbedience which their cafe admit- 


ted, they forfeited thoſe heavenly powers with 


which their ſpiritual nature was repleniſhed: Holy 
light, love, meekneſs, humility, &c. were corrupt- 
ed and turned to their contraries. Hence they be- 
came dark, hateful, proud, fiery ſpirits; oppoſers 
of God and goodneſs, as being contrary to their de- 
praved rinciple; and, as a conſequence, were ex- 
pelled zeir native abodes, and ſentenced to ſitua- 
tions more agreeable to their degraded condition. 
Notwithſtanding, they retain ſome knowledge of 
God, and form right conceptions of him in what 
concerns. themſelves: therefore they believe. In 
which they correſpond with the rational believers 
among men: for the word alfo connects the ſen- 
tences, and forms a _ compariſon betwixt them. 
To which (believing) their nature is well adapted, 
being ſpiritual, and therein agreeing with the na- 
ture of God. And though deprived of the divine 
ſimilitude, and ſet at a greater diſtance from his 
throne; yet they remember their once glorions ſtate 
and place. Nor is it probable that all their miſery 
iſſues from their own evil principle. Some degree, 
it is preſumed, is inflicted by the Almighty, as the 
conſequence of their crimes. How eaſy then for 
chem to believe, that there is one God But they 
tremble alſo. They feel his diſpleaſure in preſent, 
and believing that they muſt for ever feel it future, 
puniſhment, he is terrible to them; hence they 
E ; and fear makes them tremble, But how 
few ſinners, among men, fear and tremble? And 
vet, let their faith be what it will, they are con- 
demned to dwell with the devil. 80 great a ſimilari- 
ty of circumſtances then ſhould produce the ſame 
E ſenſations; ' faith, fear, and trem bling ſhould be as 
common Among finners as Fes "_ and his 
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angels. » But, 28. it is not ſo; for the faith of 
thoſe whom our apoſtle oppoſes, leaves them fo in- 
ſenfible of their ſin and danger, that they neither 
feel nor fear the wrath of God; they feel it not in 
a guilty conſcience, nor fear it in a belief of future 
puniſhment; ſo they are unconcerned, they ſmile 
unſmitten, though ſmall their cauſe to ſmile, for 
the Lord is angry with them: But not ſo fatan; he 
ſhakes under the rod of God's righteous wrath; he 
feels, believes, fears, and trembles; and therefore 
his faith is more effeual than that of thoſe unhap- 
py men who believe that there is one God, but 
without any motion of mind conſequent on it. And 
hoy” 1 fear, is the faith of moſt 1 men, = | 
II. I ſhall, in the next plate; ſin the rnfullic} 
eney of but fo believing.” But avilt thou know, O 
vain man, that faith without works is dead? The 
faith of thoſe who believe that there is one God; but 
which neither produceth fear nor trembling, is in- 
. ſufficient to a degree, that renders them inferior to 
ſatan in all that concerns the ſoul, They know not 
that they are ſinners againſt whom God's wrath is 
revealed; they believe not that their damnation 
fumbereth not; they are blind and upon the brink 
of helFand know itnot. Yea, their faith ſuffers them 
to live as if they had not a ſoul to ſave; it neither 
produces inward nor outward fruit; the fear of 
God is not before their eyes, nor his love in their 
hearts: It is dead, and therefore cannot do them 
any good. The faith of devils,” though more rea- 
ſonable and fruitful, does not fave them; they ſtill 
continue in fin, and without hope of ſalvation: 
«For hope that comes to all, comes not in hell. 
They believe the juſtice of God as ſtanding oppoſed 
to them, and engaged to perpetuate their -puniſh- 
ment. And * no Promune of pardon, they 
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have no faith in God's mercy, that attribute to them 
_»fords. no relief. Hence though they excel many 
L e among men; yet their faith is not effectuaſ, 


it ſezwes them in their damnable ſtate. Thus by a 


5 ſtriking, but extremely mortifying compariſon, the 


apaſtle has diſcovered the inſuthciency, of but be · 
lieving that there is one God. And to convince 
them more fully of their folly and danger, he ap- 
5 peals to their will. But avilt thou know, O vain 
man, that faith without works is dead? Wilt. thou be 
convinced, that the faith, which in men, is not 
followed with fear, and dut forms it in devils, is 
no more what it ſhould be, nor better anſwers the 


end of believing, than a dead body performs the 


buſineſs of a living man? For as the body without the - 


wit 1s dead, fo faith without works is dead alſo. 


Tence, it is tlear, that neither the faith of wicked 
men, n nor of devils, can ſuffice; that both leave _ 
them in their fins, and ſentenced to everlaſting ſuf- 
ferings. Therefore ſinners. of every denomination . 


and degree, whatever. their faith be, are in a con- 


demnable condition. But this wall more fully ap- 


apear from a deſcription. of the n of nen : 
and of all true believers. | | dh 


III. Wa as not * our father Fr? hed by 0" 
when he had offered Tſaac his fon upon the. gr ? Beef * 
thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works - 
vas faith made perfect. Faith, in yi vs Was 
prior to works; and bis juſtification by faith pre- 
ceded his juſtification by works. Agreeable to 
which, it is ſaid, Abraham believed Gad, amd it aua 
e ee to him for righteouſneſs”. And that his faith | 


had this effect, and was what all others mould be, | 


| that it was acceptable to God, and imitable of men, 


| is evident from .its being cited 5 St. Paul, and 123 


W charactereſtic of the faith. of the primitive 
1. 3. "Chriſtians. 
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Chriſtians. 805 to convince the Jews of their error 
nt feeking ſalvation by the law, he oppoſed them 
Wich this particular: For if Abraham were juſtified 
wort, he hath whereof” to glory. But he"hath 
not before God. For what faith the Scripture? Abra- 
Bam believed God, and it was accounted 10 him for righ- 

er. Which righteouſneſs, according to the 
-fenfe of the parallel text, cited to prove the ſame 

thing, was the forgiveneſs of fins: Bleſed are they 

| whoſe iniquities are forgiven, and-avhoſe fins are cover- 
ef. This reſtores ſinners to the forfeited-favour of 
God, by removing the cauſe of his wrath. Hence, 
on Abraham's believing to righteouſneſs, he was 
called-the friend of God. From which, it is evident, 
that as foolifhnefs is the effect of a dead, and fear 
of the devils, forgiveneſs is the fruit of Chriſtian, 
faith. —And faith is pecularly calculated for this: 
The believer confeſſeth his ſin, renounceth his'own 
righteoufneſs, and depends wholly en the merit of 
Him who was delivered for his offences, and raiſed” 
again for his juſtification. Thus by confiding in 
Mis death as the procuring cauſe of ſalvation, and in 
his perſon for the ſfulfilting of his promiſe, he is 
delivered from the evils he feels and fears: For with 
the heart man believeth unto righteoufneſs, N with: "= 
. the month confeſſion i is made to ſalvations” © | 
= The ſecond fruit of faith, is a- pure Mor Wich 

this St. Peter · correſponds, when he ſays, Purifying 
rhein hearts by faith. And, St. Paul, to convinee 
the Galatians of their folly in admitting cireumci- 
fion,' & e. interrogates them with, Received ye the 
ſpirit by ie avorks of the 1440, or by the hearing of faith'#* 
And in recounting - the Eord's kindneſs to Abras- 
ham, 'with-a view of exhibiting its extent in reſpect 
of ethers, he ſays, That the bleſſing of Abraham. might- 
come on the Gentiles through Jeſus Chriſt, that we might 
Ne * 2 of the NE rugs Faith. Spirit, 
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as . it reſpects tlie preſent ſtate of man, Sgnifiea | 
right ſtate of mind, a heart renewed. by the- Holy 
Ghoſts And this, like the former, is abſolutely ne- 9 
ceſſary; for, though forgiveneſs frees. from the 
guilt of paſt ſin; yet if the heart remain unholy, — Þ 'n 
will -produce a. practice agreeable to itſelf. But 
faith herein is effectual; which, though it neither 
faves meritoriouſly nor efficiently, but only condi- 
tionally and inſtrumentally; yet by depending on 
Chhriſt's merit and ſpirit, (and producing earneſſ en- 
deayours after ſalvation) holineſs is derived into the 
heart, whereby it aſſumes a new form; inſtead of 
diſcovering the guilt and power of fin and the dan- 
ger of being damned, it now exhibits a reconciled © 
God, a renewal in love, and a glorious proſpect of. 
heaven; and in lieu of a painful deſire of dine 
things, it has a-pleaſant poſſeſſion of them. 
The third fruit is practical, and flows from che 
principle implanted. And this being that by which 
the principle is preſerved; (for by works faith is 
made perfect) it is ſtiled a faith 7505 works by love. 
Faith, as a grace, is the eye, ear, appetite, touch, 
&c. of the ſoul, by which it ſees, hears, taſtes, 
feels, &c. in a ſpiritual ſenſe. And as theſe ſenſes. I 
are exerciſed on their proper objects, not only the 
habit of holineſs remains unimpaired, but ee = 
are derived from heaven, and fruit is brought forth- 9 A 
to the honour of God, and the good of -mankind:; ü 
Seeft: thou how. faith nge with. bis zorg, and by 
warks. was faith made? perfect. The principle of faith 
| Produceth g ood works, and good works ſtrengthen: 
faith. 80 9 then of the grace and uſe of faith 
as any have and make, ſo far it is perfected and ale. 
fordeth good fruit. This is evident from the in- 
ſtance of Abraham. Was not Abra bam pur; father 
juſtified. by warts, "when. he... had 6 ered. Iſqac B | 
oh: upon the altar, 3 who! ad many " = 
| ne en 7 
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| been juſtified from the 8 of a broken law by 
. believing, was now juſtified by obedience'to-it. By 
the heroic art of offering his fon, he proved the 


genuineneſs of his faith, gave teſtimony that it had 


purified his heart and made it obedient to God. 
- "This was his legal juſtificationz. which had the ſame 
effect as his evangelical's: peace with God was the 
fruit of pardon, and the continuance of that * | 
che effect of obedience... — 


A ſecond branch of obedienoe; is 3 to man- 8 


kind. This they who only believe that there is 
ane God, are deſtitute of. An indirect evidence 
of which, ts this: If a brother or fifter be naked and 
deſtitute of tlaily food; and one of you fay unto them, be 


ye svarmed and filled, notauithſtanding ye give them not 


| Phofe things which ure needful for the body, what -doth | 


it profit?" This ſort of charity is the fruit of a dead 


faith, While the heart remains unrenewed, it is 


contracted within its own narrow ſphere, and 


ſeeks only its poſſeſſors temporal, and neither the 


temporal nor ſpiritual profit of others. Living | 
faith produces a contrary practice. It deals not in 
words only, but feconds them with works of a cor- 


reſpondent kind. T6 which purpoſe, St. John 


ſays, Let us not love in word, neither in tongue ; but 


in deed-and in truth: This is effected by faith. The 
ſpirit, conſequent on believing, fills the heart with 


univerſal ' philanthropy. Henee having the divine - 
nature, they love like its author; delight in the 


good, and pity the evil part of mankind, and con- 
tribute whatever may conduce to the advantage of - 


both. Thus through the inſtrumentality of faith, 
the heart being purified and prepared to love- God 
and men; it is, remotely, the cauſe of that love. 
And inaſmuch as this faith is productive of forgive- 
neſs, a A heart, and univerſal obedience, with 
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many other excellent things, it is ſufficiently dif | 
tinguiſhed from the faith of finners and devils. bi 
I ſhall now apply what has been ſpoken. © And wy 
if believing that there is one God, will not ſuffice, | 
what will athieſts do! Theſe, in religious knowledge, 
are on a level with animals: For what they know, they 
#now naturally, as brute beaſts. But if by internal and 
external teaching, the Almighty manifeſt his willy 
why, in many, does no trace of it remain? Is it be- 


cauſe they are given up? "That is the cauſe: Becauſe 
they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, be F 
gave them over to a reprobate mind. Sin blinds and 9 


Hardens; and the Lord in juſt diſpleaſure abandons 
them. 80 being cut off from ſpiritual things, the 
ſoul has nothing but temporal ones to work upon. 
In which ſtate, man is only a ſuperior ſort of ant 
mal; led by his ſenſes, and without conſcience to 
controul him: therefore he concludes, that there is 
no God. An ignorance the more inexculable, 28 
it is oppoſed by the evidence of ſenſe; all nature 
conſpiring to confront and confute it by the ample 
teſtimony it gives. - Now this denial of the Deity, 
neceſſarily infers difobedience to him; but many 
alſo who believe his being, in works deny him, being 
ee e eee L 
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» To prevent miſtakes, I ſhall ſubjoin a contraQed account of theſe 
contrary, though conſiſtent methods of juſtification. Abraham was 
juftified by faith, from his fins, when it was accounted. to him for 
righteouſneſs; which reconciled him to God and characterized him 
his friend. This was his firſt perſonal juſtificationz which St. 
Paul, to reconcile the Jews to, who ſought ſalvation: by works, ſo 
earneſtly contended for; and, by which only, a perſonal finner can 
de juſtified. —His' ſecond Juſtification, infiſted on by St. James, to 
confute thoſe who pretended to be believers, while they lived in 
diſobedience. to God's laws, was by works. To be juſſiſied hy 
works, is to be obedient to the law under which we live; which, 
as it cannot juftly accuſe, it neceſſarily acquits, Abraham, in the 
inftance of offering his ſon (which was a ſpecimen of his life aſter 
believing unto righteouſneſs) lived up to the law of his Lord; and, 
therefore, was juſtified by it. This followed his juſtification by faith, 
and was what every believer ſhould cloſely imitate, -  —-+ 
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. and difobedient, and unto every Wy FE" 
Feprobate. . What they profeſs in 9 5 they deny 
in works; and, therefore, though verbal believers, 
they are practical atheiſts. And perhaps the rea- 
fon why many believe neither reſults from obſerying 


His works, nor flows from an inward. conviction 


of his preſence; but is a traditionary thing, conſiſt- 
ing of words without ideas annexed to them. Hence 


they are perpetually uſing his name; ſometimes in 


praiſe, and ſometimes in profaneneſs: For, they 


can bleſs and curſe with the ſame breath. 


But let us deſcend to particulars. And as believ- 
ing that there is one God, is the firſt degree of 
faith, we will begin with that, Do you believe 
then. that there is a God who is always preſent, 

» hating iniquity, juſt to puniſh the impenitent, 
to pardon all who repent and believe in 
Chriſt Jeſus? If this is your faith, you are a 
rational believer. But what effect a it had? 
As a ſinner, has it made you tremble? If not, by 


what is it to be known? Wherein does it differ 


from infidelity? Alas, if you do not ſo believe the 
Lord's truth as to fear the infelicity due to offenders, 
your faith is without fruit; it is dead, and ſerves 


only to deceive you. Yea, fo ſhort is it of what it 
mould be, that ſatan is your ſuperior, you cannot 


rank with him in that reſpect; for he believes, and 
trembles, he believes that future damnation is his 


due, and ies for fear of it. And is it not due to 


you? Has not God ſaid, the wicked ſhall dwell 
with the devil and his angels? If ſo, how little does 
your caſe differ from theirs ?—Farther; the fear of 
God is the beginning of wiſdom. Hence, where 
that fear is not, there 1s nothing but folly. Are 
you then a fool? I fear ſo. You know not the 
Lord. Neither are you ſenſible whether he is 
angry or pleaſed with you. Tea you are fo in- 


n of yourſelf, that * know not whether "mw 
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be a ſaint: or 5 5 inner, a child of God or of the Ai 


an heir of heaven or of hell. Hence his fear is nei- : 
ther in your heart nor before your eyes. Alas! 


that is leſs than is in hell! — Moreover, to fear 
God, is to hate iniquity. But by living in it, you 


ſhew that you love it. What avails then your 
profeſſing to believe, while you curſe and ſwear, 


lie and get drunk, break ſabbaths and commit 


whoredoms, cheat and defraud your neighbours, 
&c. If you believe the Lord is preſent, and privy - 


to all you do, how dare you commit things pro- 
hibited on pain of his eternal diſpleaſure? Your 


courage would fail in the preſence of a king. But he 


knows your thoughts alſo. If your neighbours 
knew them, where would you hide your head? 


And yet he is ten thouſand-times more to be feared 


than they. They can but puniſh the body; but he 


can deſtroy body and ſoul in hell. And what are. 
all the evils in the world, compared to that? They 


are not fit to be ſet in competition with it. If then 
ye do not fear God's eternal wrath, it is becauſe 
you know nothing as you ought to know, —Againy 
If you. believe there 1s a God againſt whom you 
have ſinned; you pray to him for pardon. Perhaps 


you repeat the petitions taught you When a child, 
and have never underſtood their meaning. So you 
are no wiſer in that reſpect, than you were many 


years ago. Alas! how unhappy for you to have to 


do with a God who hears and ſees! A dead idol 
could not detect your ſenſeleſs way of ſupplicating. 


You' might then ſay your prayers as faſt and as 


fooliſhly as you would, and your folly not be found 
out. Nor, perhaps, When you pray, do you ex- 
pect any bleſſing; which evidences, that you nei- 
ther . the nature nor the end of prayer; and, 


therefore, offer the ſacrifice of a fool. Surely then 


But 


it 1 WW; not conſcience, that makes you pray. 


e e = ; 5 


[7252-17 
But have you no wants? None that you know; G n 


having darkened ber mind and deadened your heart. 


Therefore though a ſinner, you know no want of a 
Saviour. Sin is not your burthen, ſhame and curſe; 
neither do you feel God's diſpleaſure in a guilty 
conſcience, nor fear ſuffering the vengeance of eter- 
nal fire: For you are as unconcerned as if you had 
not ſinned. What a farce then 1s all 1 public 
and private prayer! 

And as you are inſenſible of your ans, and ſafe, 
as you ſuppoſe, from the danger of ſuffering for 
them; you deceive yourſelf by believing that you 
are ſomething, when you are nothing. Of this, 
your practice is alſo a proof; for you neither fear 
God, nor regard man. You do as you will for him, 
has Ka is no rule to you: Whatever you | chooſe, 
how contrary ſoever to his command, is done. But 
be not deceived; for he that ſinneth, is of the devil. — 
Nor have you any care for your fellow- creatures; 
inaſmuch as neither by precept, prayer, nor ex - 
ample do you ſeek to ſave them. Alas, as you can- 
not compare with devils, in reſpect of faith; nei- 
ther can you with ſome of the damned, in regard 
of charity. Dives wanted one raiſing from the 
dead to prevent the -damnation of his brethren. - 
But that is no care of yours. See then, in devils. 


and Dives, your ſuperiors in faith and charity! And 


mind this monition : “ He that will not fear the 
wrath of God, muſt feel it?“ If you do not fear it 
in time, you will feel it for ever-in eternity. But 
having long imitated the devils in ſinning; now 
learn to be like them in faith, fear, and trembling. 
Be a volunteer in this ſervice, leſt you be preſt 1 _ 


it by eternal pain. Reflect upon your folly; r 


view all the parts of your paſt life, and o hs , 
r intentions as well as words and works; for the: 
Lord weigheth the 3 and denen the * i 
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of men. Judge yourſelves that you be not, judged 


with the world. But if you refuſe, you will be 


forced; if this world be a ſchool of wrong, hell ig 
of right. There you will know the worth of good 
by the want of it; and the evil of ſin by its puniſh» 


ment. Yea, the entrance will cure you of igno- 


rance; for if you live a fool, you cannot die one. 
Death, to ſinners, is the door of damnation. Then, 
if not before, you will believe like the devils. Be- 
lieve ſo now; believe that you are a ſinner ſubject 
to ſuffer, hovering over the brink of hell. This is 
your ſituation. O how ſlippery! To- day in time; 


to-morrow you may be in eternity! Now open your 


eyes and ſee your fin and ſuffering. The one is cer- 
tain, and the other little leſs ſo. Turn afide, turn 


aſide from the way which leads to it. Make haſte! 
Alas, if death find you in fin, it will ſhoot a dart 


through your heart, which will iſſue in endleſs 
ruin! And oh when the deadly blow is given, what 


a-wretch will you be! Devils- and damned ſouls 


will be your affociates! Fire and brimſtone your 
portion! A guilty conſcience your continual re- 
membrancer! An angry God your terror! Eternity 


the time of your torment ! A loſt heaven your re- 


gret! Sin your ſhame! And pain your puniſhment} 


And for what is it that you will ſuffer all this? 


Are the pleaſures of ſin enough? Dear bought plea- 


ſure || And yet for what elſe is it that you negle& 


ſalvation? Sin, and only fin, is the cauſe of ſuffer- 
ing. Your cups, cards, / curſing, lies, nonſenſe, 


ſabbath-breakings, whoredoms, covetouſneſs, and 
other criminalities procure you a place in the pit! 


For theſe you barter hea 
of his glory, grieve the holy ſpirit, harden ſinners in 
the way to hell, offend ſaints, weary angels, and 


treaſure up wrath againſt the day of wrath! Wil | 


you then, can you complain if God cut you down 


aven, fell yourſelf: to the 
devil, defeat Chriſt's deſign in dyingfor you, rob God 
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in a moment? If he does, what will your ſins do for 
ou in ſufferings? Will they be able to deliver? Ne, 
nor afford the leaſt relief. Come then to your ſen- 
ſes, and ſee how imminent your danger is. Lock 
over life's narrow verge, and behold the tremendous 
ocean of endleſs ruin! O think how near it ſtands! 
In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye you may 
be ig it. 7 

Now let your faith be effeQual, let it form a fear 
of that ruin to which you are expoſed by reaſon of 
your fins. Call heaven and earth to your aid. 
They are faithful witneſſes of the wiſdom, power, 
and goodneſs of God. And run over the ancient 
days for evidences of his Juſtice. Remember his 
judgment in a world covered with water! 'The 
burning of Sodom and Gomorah! His wonders in 
Egypt! The thunders of Sinai! With earthquakes 
and famine, peſtilence and war, and all other in- 
ſtruments of his indignation! Theſe are emblems 
of hell, the dire tokens of his eternal diſpleaſure ; 
and ſukcient, in the caſe of ſinners, to form that 
faith which worketh fear! Believe then that the 
Lord is difpleaſed with you. This is done by the 
devils. And you have the ſame cauſe. Be not 
worſe than they. It is a ſhame to be out-done by 
them. And yet if you do not, they leave you be- 
hind. O conſider ! hog and be com: Sharp 
are the arrows of the Almighty ! If he ſhoot at you 
in his anger, you will both feel and fear! Anticipate 
it, and turn it aſide; believe it, and blunt the edge 
of it; fear it, and you ſhall not feel it for ever. 
Thus imitate the devils, till you can believe to bet- 
ter purpoſe! 

But ſome already n e and tremble. A pain 
ful, yet profitable thing: For to know our diſeaſe, 
is half our cure. But, conclude not that you are 
lafe; for to believe like thoſe i in hell, is not wh be- 
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lieve like Abraham. Guilt is puniſhment, it is a 
participation of eternal pain. That is your Don. 
Being then of the ſecond order of believers, advance 
to the third. You believe in God's juſtice; now be- 
lieve in his mercy,. and leave ſatan behind. Once 
he was before you; but being come up with him, 
ſtop not till you have believed to the ſaving of your 
ſoul; till. your iniquities are forgiven, - and your 
heart is renewed in holineſs. 

And let thoſe who have believed to the righteouſ- 
neſs Abraham did; conſider whether the fruit of 
their faith correſponds with his. Abraham was 
the pattern of the faithful as well in obedience as 
believing... If then you have copied him in the firſt, 
ſee that you do it in the ſecond. It lies at your op- 
tion. Abraham was not compelled, by any foreign 
power, to offer his ſon. Nor is any believer to do 
any commanded thing. They are qualified to com- 
port with every command. But the principle of 
laith, in its actings, depends on the uſe of its pof- 
ſeſſor. Abraham ſhewed his, by his works. In 
the moſt eritical caſe, he was careful to keep a con- 
fcience void of offence. Is there then nothing too 
dear to part with, that you may ſerve the Lord with- 
out reſerve? Ordoes ſome idol ſhare with him in 


your affection? If any thing leſſon your love to the = 


Lord, your zeal for the honour of his name, and 
your labour for the good of mankind, it is an evil 
of which you are the author, and for which you 
miuſt give an account. See then that you eye the 
Lord in every thing; and labour, like Abraham, to 
ſerve him. Faith works by obedience; and obedi- 
ence ſtrengthens, yea perfects faith. If then you 


decline no croſs, nor ſuffering. to do your maſter's 


will; you walk in the ſteps of Abraham, and fol- 
low God. as dear children. Happy. they who walk 


b ow: dien who ſhew their faith by their works! 
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Or deſpiſe 22 then the riches of his . and 
forbearance, and long-ſuffering ; not knows- 
ing that the goodneſs of God leadeth thee to 
repentance? But, after thy hardneſs and 


impenitent heart, treaſureſt up unto el 
ꝛoraih againſt the day of wrath, and revue. 
lation of the righleaus judgment of God. 


OTWITHSTANDING the confidence of 
ſome, concerning the preordination and ne- 
ceſſity of human actions, the decree that every man 
muſt do as he does, and, conſequently, as the Lord 
ordained him to do; it is certain, the apoſtle was 
of a different mind, inaſmuch as he here ſuppoſes, 
they might deſpiſe che means uſed to bring them to 
repentance. Either then they could act contrary to 
what they ſhould do, or the Lord was not ſincere 
in uſing thoſe means to bring them to that end. 
But the conſtitution of the human mind is ſuch, 
as evidences that man is free in what he does. 11 
is principled with a degree of intelligence and voli- 
tion, a power to know and chooſe. And were it 
not ſo, he would not be accountable for his con- 


duct. But though free in himſelf; yet if he be 


over-ruled by 7b Lord's degree, and neceſſitated to 
at $ or if he ſo depend on the influence of outward 
* 3 
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e as that his actions are e determin- 
ed by them; to be treated as a free agent, and to 
ſuffer the vengeance of eternal fire for forced offen- 
"68h; is ſo contradictious and cruel, that if ſome. did 
not earneſtly contend. for this ſtrange” ſort of doc- 
.trine, he might be Judged unwiſe who ſhould ee 
time to confute it. 
And foraſmuch as the apoſtle Ek, a of what 
they did; it, argues, that he did not believe the 
Lord ordained them to do ſo; or, if he did believe 
it, in reprobating their conduct, he reproved him 
who decreed it. Moreover, if Gods has predeter- 
mined all actions, and neceſſitates the execution of 
«them; whenever he ſpeaks againſt, any action, of 
man, (and the Bible abounds therewith) he oppoſes 
* own/\ purpoſe, and gondemns his ou decxee. 
ut as "ug hem it e tha he never, io 
ee edge bo 3 e Sau 
oy + 
* — e on 1 text, 1 mall, us Sifocak of ; +4 
pentance. 2. Of the things which leak lead to. it. 
3. Of the defpiſers. of, thoſe things, with their way, 
and end. And, (the CA He ome: uſe of ith 
he 87 n MF E . 20 r WI - boy 


oy e 


BY » 8 is a 5 Hs a Gnful to a =. 


ſtate, both of principle and practice. It is alſo the 
gift of God, and the duty of man. A gift, in re- 
ſpect of che grace by which it is wreught; anda 
duty, in regard of the uſe of that grace. 125 faith 
Peter, hath. exalted fir Son to be a prince: and a 8 Si,, 
49 give repentance aud remiſſian of fins... As a pringe, 


commands all. men to repent; and as a Saviour, , Woh 


e aſſiſts them in the work of it: For he worketh . 

4 In them both to will and to do, and requires thaw: 
to. work: out their own falvation. Intreating of 
5 Mibibis e 450 ane al 08" be, conſidered. l. 
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Firſt, it is ſtiled the foundation of repentance from 
dead — bs.” Chriſt, by his death, is the meritori- 
ous foundation; but this is the beginnin of that 
change, which is wrought by his _— Dead 


works, are acts of diſobedience, which merit the 

diſpleaſure of God, and ny it. the ſinner to death. 
Sin is a contrarity to God's righteous law. Re- 
age commences in a conviction of it. And to 
convinced of it, is to know, that it is diſpleaſing 

to God, prejudicial to the practicer, and, in ma 
cafes, detrimental to others. Nor is this" a rationa 
conviction only, but a conſcionable ſenſe of the evil 
of fin alfo; for it enters its efſence, and exhibits its 
enmity to God and all that is good. It likewife 
mes the connection betwixt principles and practi- 
2 manifeſting that where practical ſin habitually 
evails, there the heart is deſtitute of the know 
Jedge, love, and likenefs of God. A neceſſury eon- 
equence of which is, all its effects, whether ſacred. 
gr civil, are pregnant with its evil properties. Hence 
| fin, and only fin, is the offspring of fuch:-"Fheir-re-. 
Ngious ſervices are but counterfeits, the form of re- 
gion without the power; prafticed for applauſe, 
and not to pleaſe God: And their civil, like their 
ſacred actions, are ſinful alſo: for the plowang of the 
wicked is n. This is. the firſt particular ee in 
repentance. The {77 

Ad. R. forrow proportionale to the eee u 
number of fins committed. Sin is fo offensive and 
diſhonourable to God, fo. abounding with evil to 
its author and others, that x right underſtanding of 
it, will be ſucceeded with ſorrow. Whoever: fees 
that he Has offended the Deity in perhaps ten 
thouſand" inſtances, has murdered" his own ſoul by 
the multitude of his ſins, 1 tlie 1 
kon of many by his i an. and practice, and 8 
ts " Eewing of, and pg to, everlaſting - 
damnatian, 
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damnation, will ſoften at the fight. _ And by how 
much his ſins have been committed againſt know- 
ledge, means of, and motives to, the contrary 
practice, by ſo much is its evil aggravated. Hence 
his folly being writ in legible characters, he writes 
bitter things againſt himſelf. The chief of ſinners, 
he confeſſes, is charactereſtic of him. He knows 

none ſo vile. Others may have gone far in folly, 
hut, to his own apprehenſion, not ſo far as himſelf, 
Ihis is the true ſenti of his ſoul. But though 
ſorrow for fin, · is a proper expreſſion of repentance; - 
yet not ſufficiently expreſhve of repentance from dean 
works; conviction and contrition, how clear and 
deep ſoever, if not accompanied with a real re- 
nouncing of fin, are inſufficient, and leaye the buſi» 
neſs of repentance imperfect. Therefore, 
. + 3dly.. Sin muſt be forſaken. By this only can 
godly ſorrow be diſtinguiſhed from its contrary; 
from that which. is hypocritical, and from that 


which is in hell. And herein the finner muſt be 
. fincere and univerſal. Sincere; not for finiſter ends. 
Ceaſing from fin for other reaſons than a ſenſe of 
Its being hateful to God and hurtful to men, is not 
acceptable to him. When fin, through infirmity, 
. ol age, or external hinderances, &c. ceaſes, it js 
involuntary, rather forſakes than is forſaken. B 

right reformation being the reſult of choice; petit 
[tents muſt perform that duty with an avowed vo- 
luntary reſolution, engaging as heartily in it, as. 
before in the eommiſſion of evil. And this muſk 
| be done without reſerve: For if any fin be retained, 
it is not the repentance required. Nor will any 
; conſideration. juſtify.it. , ſays Chriſt, thy right 


eye offend thee, pluck it out; if any thing contribute 


as much to thy ſatisfaction, as the eye by beholding 
amiable objects, but is obſtructive of religious de- 
lights; a right regard to the intereſt of the ow. 
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will pronounce. a \cinaphate ſeparations the moſt ex- 
pedient: Heaven being preferable, with the loſs of 
all ſinful ſublunary joys, to hell, with all that fin 
and the world can afford. / thy right hand offend 
Thee, cut it off; if any perſon. or performance.mini- 
ſer as much to thy temporal profit, as it does; yet 
if it obſtruct thy Jalvation, it muſt be forſaken. 
Yea. whatever is diſhonourable to God, injurious 
to men, or detrimental to the doerstof them, !hows. 
ever pleaſant or profitable, muſt be abandoned in- 
aſmuch as any fin retained, not only renders re- 
40 80 defective, but Wy alſo be a bar to future 

nefits: For only when a wicked man turneth 
away from his wickedneſs, & c. ſhall, he ſave his 
ſoul from deſtruction. A prince, however abun- 
dant in goodneſs, will not pardon a rebel in arms 
againſt him. Nor is there any promiſe of forgive- 
neſs, but to thoſe who forſake their ſins; God will 
not ſo proſtitute his mercy, as to pardon the practi- 
cally impenitent: Therefore they Who continue in 
ſm, muſt not expect to ſee the ſalvation of God: 
But if it be heartily. abhorred, and reſolvedly for- 
faken, there is hope; eſpecially, if to the preced- 
ing parts of repentance, be added, as 

Athly. Practicing the contrary 3 uſing: the. 
means of grace, and truſting in the Lord Jeſus: 
Chriſt. The penitent then muſt ſubſtitute; in: the 
place of his ſins, ſuch words and works as expreſs 
the Lord's fear, a due reverenee of his name; gra- 
titude for his benefits, &c. And in reſpect of men, 
reſtore what was fraudulently taken away or unlaws 
fully detained, diſcharge juſt debts, deal honeſtly, 
fpeak truly, forgive injuries, overcome evil with 
good, requite cruelty with kindneſs, relieve their 
temporal neceſſities, and promote, by all poſſible 
means, their ſalvation.— To which he muſt add the 
uſe. of the means nge, by ſearching the, ſeripa 
1 0 25 tures, 8 
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tures, re them explained and enforeed, and by 


reading ſuch books as tend to inform the judgment 


and excite the affections; meditating on what is read — 


and heard, and reducing it to practice; watching 
diligently the motions of the mind, and by ſelf-de- 
nial keeping the body under; praying, communicat- 
ing, faſting, &c.—Above all, truſting in the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt for acceptance with God; forhens the way, 
the truth, and the life, and no man cometh to the 
Father but by him. This is the firſt thing Ggnified 
by repentance, ——The ſecond is that which is unto 
life. An inſtance of which, is this: Then hath God. 
alſo to the Gentiles granted repentance unta life. 'The 
nature of which may be collected from the apoſtle's 
account. 'The time for the Gentiles to hear the 
word of the goſpel, being come; Peter, inſtructed 
by a viſion to ſpeak to Cornelius and his company, 
ſaid, To him (Chriſt) give all the Prophets witneſs, © 
that through his name whoſoever believeth on him ball 
receive the remiſſion of fins. And while he yet pale, 
the Holy Ghoſt fell on all them that heard the word. 
This was the immediate effect of his preaching. 
But how different from the ſenſe of it? That was 
the forgiveneſs of ſins; this the gift of the Holy 
Ghoſt. Theſe are different, though compatible 
things, being given and received at the ſame time. 
Or, perhaps, the cauſe is put for the effect; the 
Holy Ghoſt reveals the forgiveneſs of ſins to the 
conſcience, and works all Chriſtian graces in the 
conſtitution of tlie ſoul; which quiet and conform 
it to God. - And as Cornelius feared God, he had 
received the grace, and diſcharged the duty, of the 
firſt part of repentance, and therefore ſought, and 
was ſuſceptive of, the ſecond; which, conſiſting 
of theſe, was properly adapted to his condition, in- 
aſmuch as pardon, by reverſing the ſentence and 
removing the ſenſe of condemnation from the ſoul, 
8 | gives. 
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£0 25 life, and the holy ſpirit; by expelling its ſin- 
ful dead quality, forms the holy living image of 
God in it, which, according to its degree, is life 
proportionably. Every faculty is favoured with 
what is peculiar to it: The darkneſs of the mind is 
removed by being illuminated with the light of hea- 
ven, whereby it beholds the glorious likeneſs of the 
Lord in iffelf, and his glory ſhining upon it; the 
will's diabolical diſpoſition is changed into that 
which is divine, and rendered obedient to him; and 
the affections are ſo refined as to have regard to 
their reſpective objects; loving and hating, hoping 
and fearing, &c. according to the good or evil of 
them. And where this change is perfect, there the 
foul is wholly alive. And being of the religious 
and immortal kind, it realizes eternal things to the 
mind, heaven is anticipated by a participation of it. 
This is repentance. To the effecting of which, the 
riches of his goodneſs, forbearance, and long-ſuf- 
ee Eh ITT 9) ROTEe 


II. And firſt, of the riches of his goodneſs. Good- 

neſs, is his . compaſſion and kindneſs, the love of 
pity and good-will wherewith he loveth mankind, 
notwithſtanding their finfulneſs. Its riches, are 
expreſſive of the abundant bleſſings flowing from 
it: The general bleſſings of providence: The inter- 
poſals of the Almighty in the way of judgment and 
mercy: The word and ſacraments, and whatever 
elſe that tends to turn men unto him. More eſpe- 
cially, the grace of his ſpirit, which enlightens, 
quickens, and ſtrengthens the heart, and teacheth 
to deny ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, and to live 
ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in the world. This 
grace is given as an antidote, to cure the ſoul of 
whatever diſorder it has contraQted; in particular, 
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to awaken it to a ſenſe of fin, to manifeſt the diſ- 
pleaſure of God in a guilty conſcience, to point 
out the ruin that awaits the ſinner, and to provoke | 
him to repent: and, when heartily concurred with., 
ſins become hateful; and fall off like the leaves of Ree" i 
tree, when the invigorating ſpirit ceaſes to flow in = | 
its branches. This is the effect of its contrariety = 
to, and the powerful efforts it makes againſt, pro- 
hibited practices. And beſides its natural tendency 
ſo to do, its commiſſion in the covenant of grace, is 
to conquer all adverſe power, and tc. create all 
things new; to raiſe the ſoul to its original condi- 
tion, by-giving it an habitual preparation for hea- 
ven.— But this, through the willing ignorance or 
perverſeneſs of many, 1s prevented: which renders 
forbearance indiſpenſibly neceſſary.  Forbearance is ' 
a ſuſpenſion of puniſhments due to the ſinner for 
what he has done. And were the Lord extreme to 
puniſh as ſoon as fin is committed, the conſequence 
would be fatal; death, deſtruction of ſoul and body, 
would ſucceed. But his patience. interpoſes, and 
prevents a ſpeedy infliction of evil. And herein he 
gives a conſpicuous proof of having no pleaſure in 
the death of a ſinner; and, by the ſame procedure, 
exhibits the good pleaſure of his will in promot- 
ing repentance.— And where this reſpite is diſre- 
garded, and does not produce the defired effect; 
 Long-ſuffering is added, to anſwer the ſame bleſſed 
purpoſe. This is forbearance perpetuated, that the 
time of probation may ſerve to produce repentance, - 
or render them inexcuſable, and turn their guilty - 
reflections wholly on themſelves. And this is ful, 
ficiently prolonged to anſwer the one or the other 
of theſe ends: The Lord, in the general, few ex- 
ceptions to be made, ſparing finners as long as 
other circumſtances ſuffer them to live; few dying 
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by an immediate ftroke of his juſtice.“ Tea, he 
not only permits the guilty to furvive their ſins, 
and, thereby, to eſcape puniſhment for a feaſon; 
but by his providence prevents from many things 
which would prejudice life. Thus he lengthens out 
man's ſtate of trial. In which, he adapts ſuch mea- 
ſures, ſuggeſts fuch councils, and confers ſuch be- 
nefits as are beſt calculated to promote his repent- 
ance. The riches of his goodneſs, forbearance, and 
long-ſuffering then, are the general means (in 
which are included innumerable particulars) granted 
to do the ſinful children of men good. —Theſe the 
apoſtle contractedly calls, the goodneſs of God. This 
conciſe and emphatic expreſſion, is ſignificant of 
the bleſſings and means, unmerited of men, which 
God, whoſe nature and property is ever to do good, 
vouchſafes to bring them to repentance. 'Good- 
neſs indeed! For what finner deſerves repeated of- 
fers of grace, much forbearance and long-fuffering, 
tending to ſave from the worſt of evils, and to poſ- 
ſeſs of the beſt of goods? Sand” oe aaa 
| Leadeth thee to repentance. Leadeth; not driveth: 
For he uſes no force inconſiſtent with freedom of 
choice. 'This is clear from his manner of working, 
for if he forced men to repent, forbearance and 
ering would not be neceſſary, as the firſt 
irreſiſtible effort of his ſpirit would be ſufficient. 
But, it is certain, the Holy Ghoſt may be reſiſted 
both in his internal influences, and in the words of 
thoſe who ſpeak by him. Stephen charged the 
1 with always bing the Holy Ghoft. And, St. 
aul, not without cauſe, diſſuaded the primitive 
Chriſtians from grieving and quenching the ſpirit: 


. ® Heriditary diſeaſes; exceſſes of various forts ; improper treat- 
ment of the body; and many other things, which it would be ab- 
furd to ſay, he is either the author or the executor of, are the ge- 


neral x. A of the early decay of human compoſitions, 


[ 265 J 


The inſeparable effects of reſiſting him. 80 ſure 
then as the ſcripture is true, the grace of God may _ 
be prevented from effecting his purpoſes. Nor do 
forbearance and long-ſuffering, though excellently _ 
calculated, fo ſubſerve his purpoſe, as in all caſes 
to render his grace effectual to the reformation of 
ſinners. Forty years did the Lord bear with the re- 
| bellion of the Jews in the wilderneſs, which iſſued 
only in the deſtruction of the majority of them. 


And, in the caſe of Jezebel, he ſays, I gave her 


ſpace to repent, and ſhe repented not: Which evidence, 
that an incumbent duty may be left undone. __ 
© However, though he does not compel men to 
comply; yet his goodneſs, in the repeated efforts 
of his ſpirit, and other things calculated to profit, 
endureth daily. To which, whoever takes heed, 
and ſtirs up himſelf to follow, will. be led from the 
deluſive ways of wickedneſs, and bring forth fruit 
worthy of repentance. - And, by a diſplay of mercy 
and grace, the conſcience will be quieted, and the 
will and affections created a-new. in Chriſt Jeſus; 
convincing grace will iſſue in peace and a meaſure 
of purity; and that divine principle, (naturally _ 

tending heavenward) inffuenced by the Holy Ghoſt, 
and aſſiſted by various other things, will lead the ſoul 
into deeper acquaintance with things divine; every 

grace will ripen into perfection, into all the mind 
that was in Chriſt Jeſus. Then will the ſoul be. 

wholly new-born, and rendered capable of doing 
and ſuffering all the will of GGG. 
III. I ſhall now obſerve how theſe things may be 
_ deſpiſed, And this, I conceive, is effectually done, 
by treating them contrary to their nature and the 
deſign of the giver. The degree of which, in re- 
ſpect of deſign and deed, in different perſons, may 
be differently done. Of which, ignorance, indices 
erence, diſobedience, &c. are cauſes. Ignorance, 
LE | 2 £3, 
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in many, is u prevailing evil; and yet, in none, an 
ercuſable one: For, as Chriſt enlightens every man 
that cometh into the world; their ignorante is their 
own, is what they have contracted by loving dark 
neſs better than light: therefore their fooliſhneſs 
will not free them from the puniſhment due to def- 
piſers. It is a melancholy conſideration, that man 
are become ſo inſenſible of the ſoul; as not to know 
what is neceſſary for it. Hence, reproofs, inſtrue- 
tions, &c. whether miniſtered by men or the Moſt 
High, tending to awaken and apprize them bf dan- 
ger, appear impertinent. A guilty conſcience they 
conlider as the greateſt calamity im life; and there- 


Fore judge it a proper expedient to deliver them. 


. Telves from ſo formidable a foe. So they flight its 
menaces for what is amiſs, refufe to comply with 
its meaſures for future amendment, and divert 
their minds from ſo ſerious a monitor; ruſh inte 
company, abound in trifling converſation, amuſe 
themſelves with -drefs, cards, ſongs, Xe. fill their 
Heads with worldly cares, lay ſchemes for profit 
or pleaſure, and plan as if they were to live for 
ever. Thus by miſtaking the nature and — 
of that concern which is conſequent on an enligh& 
ened mind, and by ſeeking ſatisfaction from tem- 
poral things, they ſenſeleſly deſpiſe the work of Gon 
F : Oo 7705 2067427 er ILY 
And as ſome through ignorance, ſo others through 
udiſference, deſpiſe the goodneſs of God. They 
know it to be his work, and to what it tends, no 
offer any oppoſition to it. But becauſe they are not 
earneſt in religious exerciſes, they lie at the meren 
"of eyery oppoſer, and make no proficiency in thi 
wack of repentance. And this is a neceſſary effect 
bf that folly; inaſmuch as an evil heart and vicious 
— Habits contracted through a long continuance in iin, 
ure not ſo to be ſubdued. Leſs than a fixed 3 
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2 firm „ 1 by grace, cannot ſuf- 
Whoever deals with a ſlack hand, will not 
prope. The weight of tendeney in the evil. diſpo- 
and habit, muſt be counterbalanced by care 
and labour proportionate, or the courſe of the ſoul, 
in its deſires, &c. will not be changed and turned 
into a contrary channel. As a proof of this, the 
9 prophet repreſents it as difficult for an habitual fin- 
ner to ceaſe fron ſin, as for an Etheopian to change 
his ſkin. - How then ſhould they whoſe duty it is to 
give all diligence, do any thing by indifference 0 L 
Alas, if they will not be at the pains to watch and 
. curb the motions of their minds, and avoid, as ih i 
as in them lies, all outward occafions of .eyilz 
will be impoſſible for them to repent, reform, an 
bring forth fruit to perfection. And this, though 
not ſo ſoon, nor with ſo aggravated circumſtances, 
will as certainly iſſue in their being forſaken of God, 
as a more criminal conduct: For, if the foundation ; 
of repentance from dead works, be not laid; that | 
which is unto life, will never obining A LAG, God, 
whatever fooliſh man may do, will not byild with- 
out a foundation; he will raiſe no caſtle in the air, 
will not forgive fin and renew the heart in holineſs, _ 
while-dead works remain unrepented of and unfor- 
ſaken. Thus by preferrin ng © 5 5 before earneſtneſs, 
the goodneſs of God is deſpiſed by them. 
N Diſebediemce to the dictates of an enli ghtened 
mind, is, likewiſe, another way of delpiäng divine 
* Some, contrary to their own conviction, 
ice prohibited things. They not only know-r 
what they ſhould do or leave nndone, but deſfigned- 
omit or do contrary thereto: They harden their 
rts, and hate to be reformed. In effect, they 
defy rhe Almighty, and bid him do his worlt. " Yea, 
they take up arms againft him, by practically op- 
8 his 1 2 * *. determined to 
5 continue 


[3.08 oF 
| * 
N 


4. 
| + 268 3, OS 
cake aL in their old 3 let 3 will. be . 
conſequence. 80 every good beginning is rendered 
abortive, the holy Spirit Is. ee and Abe end P 
| Is provoked by them. Ra 
And when forbearance and long-ſuffering * 
abuſed to the ſame ſinful purpoſe, it is a defeat of 
all that the Deity can do; eſpecially, if perſiſted in 
till the day of grace be expired. For, when a ſuſ- 
, penſion of his wrath encourages them to continue 
an fin; the reſpite for repentance becomes an occa- 
{Gon of multi plied offences. And the greater the 
degree of lJong-ſuffering the greater will be the mea- 
{ure of impenitency and puniſhment. - This is ſo to 
deſpiſe the merciful meaſures of the Moſt High, as 
to make them the cauſe of the greateſt evils; and 
| - evidences the truth of the wiſe man's declaration: 
That becauſe ſentence againſt an evil work is: not ſpeedi- 
h executed, therefore the hearts of the children of men 
are fully ſet in them to do evil. And foraſmuch as the 
deſpiſers of God's goodneſs are not led to repentance z 
; 2 ſhall now point out their practice, as ſignified by, 
But after thy hardneſs and impenitent heart treaſureſt 
r to thyſelf wrath againſt the day of wrath, and reve- 
lation of the righteous judgment of God. Thiere being 
but two guides; they who ſo deſpiſe the goodneſs of 
God as — to be led by it, follow their own hard and 
- impenitent heart. But after thy hardneſs. Hard- 
neſs, the property of a ſtone, to which the heart is 
compared, denotes its want of religious diſcern- 
ment; for ſtone, being rather a compact than a po- 
rous ſubſtance, blindneſs is attributed to it. This 
is the ſtate of a wicked man's heart. It does not 
* diſcern the evil of ſin, nor the excellency of God's 
goodneſs, has no apprehenſion of danger, nor _ 
proſpect of future telicity. Another, 8 8 fax 
the ſame principle, 18 unpenitency 54 Thi 33 its 
borneſs, in refuſing to * It will not rſs 
| in, 
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fin, for it hates to Wa reformed. And this, which 
neither knows nor obeys the goodneſs. of God, is 
man's guide. Led by which, he walks ſecure in 
the midſt of danger, 1 heartily embraces og, 5 
prohibited on pain of eternal damnation. This 1 
bs Ways and 2e 8 will be accordingly: For, be | 


FY 


175 reafureft up unto thyſelf 1 againſt the day 9 
n e day of wrath, being connected wi 
the righteous judgment of God, is, in the commencing 
of it, the day of judgment; and, in the continu» 
ance, the day of eternity. At that day the Lord 
will reveal his righteous judgment, and give to every —- | 
one according to what he has done. The buſineſs | 
of finners, in reference to that day, is treafuring | 
up wrath. The reward is put for the work; for 
wrath" denotes the puniſhment due to fin. The 
treaſure it up by repeated diſobediences every 
tends to make them rich, in wrath.—Their treaſury 
zs hell; there they lay up wrath.. And contigping 
to do fo till death, the foul will feed on the fruit of 
its labour, and at the laſt day, fou and body will 
receive their full reward. Not will any ſhare 
with them, for they treaſure it up for themſelves :- 
The work is all their own, and ſo. witt be the re- 
ward. And he that lives faſteſt and longeſt, will be 
the richeſt : Indignation and wrath, tribulation ad: 
" 1 , upon every foul of man that doeth evil. This. 
| the portion of all who die in diſobedience. | 


Iv: 1 mall now make ſome uſe of what has deen 
poken.. And firſt, it is clear, that to all who haye 
_ -finned, repentance is an l duty: Except: 
: ve repent, ye 1 likewiſe periſh. And the nature of 
chis is as obvious, as the t ing itfelf is nece 
It is a ceaſing from whatever is ſinful in deſign, 
word, and work, and obtaining merey and all he 
: mind which was in Chriſt Jeſus. And the goed- 
— n . neſs. 
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neſs of God is given to produce it. Nor can any 


fail of ſo repeniting; but by, in ſome ſott, deſpiſing 
that goodneſs. Have you then been led to repent- 


ance? It is yea or nay, you have or have not. If 


vot; if you have continued blind and hard, loving 


and living in fin, acting as if there were no God, 
no judgment, no damnation; alas, wretched man, 
you havefonly lived ill, lived to lay up wrath, to be 
rich in fire and brimſtone. And is it a light — 


to be guilty of ſo great an evil? Will the loſs of 


heaven and the gaining of hell be ſo eaſy, that the 
pleaſures of ſin muſt purchaſe them? We pity thoſe 


Tho lee their life for breaking the laws of a land. 


But how wretched are they, whether to be pitied 
ur not, who, through their own voluntary madneſs; 
ſabjeQ themſelves to eternal torments. This is the 
molt deplorable condition in the world. The moſt 
wretched temporal circumſtances which imagination 
can paint, are nothing compared with it. Whos 
ever Had a guilty conſcience, felt the moſt inſupport- 
able burthen of life: For, a wounded ſpirit who can 
bear! To. which being added, eternal fire, dark .deſs 
Pair, and all the other circumſtances of God's 
rh it may well be termed a torment ene 
——.. ͤ f ˙* c ͤ GODS. 
Who then, in the name of goodneſs, will be ſ, 

unwiſe as to follow a guide which leads to deſtruc⸗ 
tion? Is wrath ſo deſireable, that inners. muſt trea-. 
ſure it up at the expence of all that is great and 
good? A dear purchaſe} Oh how will their repent- 
ings, in hell, kindle for this! What: agonies will 


tear their "throbbing hearts! Alas! tongue cannot, 


declare what ſuch wretched ſouls will ſuffer. The. 


Lord's Whole procedure is.deſpiſed by them. Sin, 


the worſt of evils, is preferred before it. The di 
vine ſpirit, means of grace, forbearance, long-ſuf- 
fering, ſalration, and heaven are facrificed to ſome. 
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” Ala dete, to che luſt Kot the Ret, 8 laſt 2 bY 
45 5 eye, or the pride of fe. What adn is this f 
None in hell would be guilty of it! Had the damned 
a proſpect of being ſaved, would they not prize it 

Mere the hardeſt, but poſſihle conditions, 8 

on them, ; ſurely they would perform them! 
wilt not thou, O man, break of thy fins and turn to 

| God, that he may have mercy on thee? Once th, 

6 damned were as thou art. Wilt thou be as they are 
A time was wherein they might have been ſaved, 
But it is now no. more. The Father who made, the 
Son who redeemed, and the Holy Ghoſt who would 
have ſanCtified them, will now ſhew them no mere 
ey. Art thou willing to be numbered with them? 
Sit down, madman, fit down and count the coſt, 
The loſs of the light of the Lord's countenance, the 
focietyipf ſaints and angels, and the whole happi⸗ 
neſs of heaven, is the price thou muſt pay. Thy 
gain will be the blackneſs of darkneſs, the company 
of devils and damned ſouls, and God's eternal wrath, 
Ah, friend, a flight touch of this, will make they 
cy for water to cool thy tongue! 55 
What ſayeſt thou then finner ? Art thon deter- 
mined to ſin and ſuffer for ever? If this be thy-reſo= 
lution, thou art a fool, a knave, and a madman; 

a murderer of thyſelf, an enemy to God, and a 
friend to the devil; a hater of heaven, a lover; .of- 
hell, and one that labours to be rich in wrath. 'Per-. 
haps. thou. wilt ſay, an evil heart, bad cuſtoms, 
Grong habits, wicked company, &c. make it diff 

cult to ceaſe from fin. True. What then? Thais 

muſt do it or be damned, Marvel not at this, # 25 

there is no medium; tis repent. or periſn. Ceaf 
| 250 from ſin, or down to damnation thou 1 

See ſinner the furious flame ready to receive heel 
There is thy portion, if thou perſiſteſt in ſin. And 
be thy madneſs luer. thee 0 to > ace ee 


: 85 


— 
* a 
I 
= 


—  ——— At - hy es o 4 


works. But the circumſtance molt to be 
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| Well, if fan be better than ſalvation, hell than hea- 


ven, miſery than happineſs, fill up thy meafdir 
and know that thou liveſt not for nothing, Sits 


treaſureſt up wrath. And if thou liveſt long, ang | 


dyeſt unforgiven, great will be thy portion in the | 
pit: For God will reward thee according to thy 

N iS 
the eternity of thy torments. This cuts off all poſ- 
bility of obtaining the loſt inheritance of heaven. 


After weathering out the ſtorms of tempeſtuous 
| wrath for many millions of years, thou art no 


nearer the end ſtill. How ſhocking the thoug ht! 
What unparalleled madneſs is it then to „ 
fin! A wretch bent on thy own ruin, Ne 
to be damned, let the L6rd do what he will to ſave 
them! Reſiſtin the Holy Ghoſt, and forcing thy 
way through all the bartiers of God's forbearance 
and long-ſuffering, to make good thy landing in 
ell! Wouldeſt thou but take half the pains to uſe, 
ou doſt to abuſe the goodneſs of God, it would 
be well with thee for ever. The angels would tune 


their harps; for there is joy in heaven over one fin- 


ner that repenteth. Who then is wiſe and will 
conſider this? Two eternal prizes, heaven and hell, 


are before thee, and thou art bid to chooſe. Wil 


dom or folly may be thy guide. If thou followeſt 
grace, through forbearance and long- ſuffering, re- 
* may obtain. But if thou goeſt after an 
Face and impenitent heart, fin will increaſe, 10 
wrath be treaſured up, It lies at thy option. The 


xj diſſuades from ſinning, but will not compel 


ee to repent. He wills and waits for it; for he ze 
ſuffering to us ward, not willing that any ſhould 


; peri But that all ' ſhould © come to repentance. 


55 ien thy caſe. But firſt obſerve, 


the nature and ſtate of thy ſoul. It is ſpiritual; in 


1 of SRL it can think and wil, ſuſ⸗ 5 
| pend, 


oo wes 


1735 
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nowledge, will, aud power. Knowledge to judge 
xf, a Will to exerciſe that judgment, and a power to 
A the manner and meaſure of it. Know- 
ledge and will evidence that it is not ſenſeleſs mat- 


ter, and power to determine itſelf, ſhews its free 0 


agency. And this ſclf-determining property ren- 
ders its poſſeſſor accountable for his natural and 
civil conduct. But to be ſo in a moral ſenſe, re- 
quires a diſpoſition correſponding with moral ob- 
gets. That diſpoſition, through Chriſt, is reſtor- 
ed to all men; and, therefore, while it continues, 
all may correſpond with the Lord's moral com- 
mands. And, though hardened finners are free to 
evil only; yet while the day of grace endures, and 
the ſpirit of the Lord moves upon their minds, and 
HE light and life into them, they may deter- 
mine in favour of that which is good. —Has that 
power been uſed or abuſed? Have you left our ſing | 
as evil and dangerous things? If that ſtep be taken, 
it is well. Yet ere you can be ſafe or happy, ange 
ther, viz. repentance unto life, muſt be. Are you 
then, as Cornelius was, fearing God and- prayin 
for his bleſfing? If by faith and prayer, and a dili- 
ent uſe of other means, you ſeek the Lord, with 
8 you ſhall be favoured with the forgiveneſs of 


fins, and the gift of the Holy Ghoſt. Then wall. 18 


your ſoul live. The love of God, ſhed abroad i in 
your heart, will make you forget all the dire texrors 
of his wrath; for ſorrow you will have joy unſpeak- 
able and full 'of glory. And if from the commene- 
ing of this, you follow on, your heart will die dah 

to evil and live unto good: You will be changed : 
from glory to glory, into the image of God, byhis 
ſpirit. And being all renewed, you will be belly 2 
alive; fin and death will have no place in you. . 
Then may you preſent 8 a ** ſacrifice to 
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* . how e are e they, who are thus 

epared to obey! Let them imitate, in point of di- 
gnRgence, thoſe who treaſure up wrath. Be as active, 
EF zealous, and conftant as they. Be rich in 


; works. So will your life be pleaſing to God, profit- 175 
ble to yourſelf and others, and, at the laſt day, 
© you will give up your accounts nh joy, and be 
_ finally faved. g 
F A 
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"Diſcourſes on the following Subj ets: 


- a 
"0 
wa 


| 3 e. Man's Original State—2. On the Fall of 
= . —3. On Jeſus Chriſt as a Saviour.—4. On 
1 benen by Faith. —5. On the Spirit and its 
| F * *Fruits.—6. A Dialogue betwixt a Methodiſt Preach- 

| i er and a Church Minifter.—7. TR on 1 Omi- 


„ Ninth Letter. 


